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1.  Subject  report  id"  fotwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  ' Vn*  accord-^ ' 
ance  with  paragraph  Sb,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions 
should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within 
90  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  mateflaK 
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-V’OB-C  15  February  1968 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  •  Leseons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period'  Ending 
31  January  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U)  (DIO  #HA]a&iL} 


TKRUt  Cainmanding  General 

United  States  Amor,  Vietnam 

ATTNt  AVHGC-DST 

APO  San  Franciaco  96375 


TIIRUt  Conmaoder-ln-Chief 

United  States  Axvsy  Pacific 
APO  San  Francisco  96558 


TOt  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Azny 
Washington,  D»  C«,  20310 


1.  (C)  Qeneralt 

a.  During  the  quarter  Special  Forces  detachments  in  all  fsTir  Corps 
Tactical  Zones  ezperleneed  heavy  contact  with  the  enenqri  and  enmny  activity  in 
I  and  17  CorpM  Tactical  Zones,  in  particular,  sbowed  a  narked  Increase  froa  the 
previous  reporting  period.  As  reflected  in  the  statistical  data  found  at 
inclosure  2,  there  was  a  substantial  increase  in  eneoy  casualties  in  all  Corps 
areas  except  III  CTZ.  However,  Detachsient  A>331  (Loc  Ninh)  in  III  CTZ 
experienced  the  largest  enemy  attacks  between  29  October  and  2  November  1967* 
(Sm  After  Action  Reports  at  Inclosures  6  and  9)»  Id  this  battle  the  eneqy 
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again  Indicated  their  villlngness  to  accept  severe  losses  in  order  to  achieve  a 
significant  viotoryi  In  I  CTZ  the  center  of  interest  lay  In  northwest  Quang  Tri 
Province  where  Special  Forces  Deta<iunsnt  A>101  (Lang  Vel;  and  the  Khe  Sanh  combat 
base  were  seriously  threatened  by  a  large  enery  buildup.  In  H  CTZ  the  heavy 
fighting  that  started  on  5  November  around  Dak  To  developed  into  the  longest 
engagement  of  the  Vietnamese  conflict.  Detachments  A-502  and  A-503>  the  National 
Police,  Vietnamese  Ha  ^ers,  and  a  ROK  battalion  Jointly  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Dien  Khanh  between  25  and  28  November  196?.  The  Joint  operation  resulted  in  69 
enemy  KIA.  (Sea  After  Action  Report  at  inclosxire  10)  In  III  CTZ  Special  Forces 
camps  at  Ify  Da  (A-h33),  tty  Wiuoc  'fay  (A-ljll),  and  My  Dion  (A-I4I6),  which  was  Just 
established  in  January,  were  under  threat  of  attack  by  three  enemy  battalions. 

Camp  My  Phuoo  Tay  experienced  the  heaviest  casualties  in  separate  contacts  with 
battalion  sised  farces  in  December  and  January.  Large  scale  enemy  attacks  on  major 
installations  and  cities  throughout  Vietnam  were  the  center  of  Special  Forces 
attention  as  the  quarter  ended! 

b.  Special  operations  conducted  during  the  quarter  Included  six  search 
and  destroy  (Blackjack)  operations  in  H  CTZ.  ReoonnaiBsance  operations  Sultan  I  &  IX 
were  also  conducted  In  H  CTZ  by  Detachment  B-52  (Project  Delta).  Special 
operations  Rapldflre  III,  IV,  and  7  were  ecnpleted  in  III  CTZ  by  Detachment  B-36. 
^>eratianal''cantrol  of  IkilMeliasats  B>50  (Project  Omega)  and  B-56  (Project  Sl^na) 
transferred  to  COHUSHACV  on  1  November  1967. 

0,  Four  cnX}  camps  wore  oloeed,  one  camp  was  converted  to  RF/FP,  and 
one  otap  wM  traneferrad  to  VNSF  control  dusking  the  reporting  period. 

d.  Organisational  etructure  and  troop  disposition  are  reflected  at 
inclos\ire  1. 


e.  The  cesnand  concept  for  esployment  of  Civilian  Irregular  Defense 
Orovp  forces  is  discussed  In  Inclosurc  5< 

f .  Civic  Action:  Success  during  the  reporting  period  are  desorlbed  in 
inclosure  6. 
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2,  (5)  Intelligence. 

a.  A  major  contribution  to  the  Intelligence  and  counterintelligence 
effort  of  the  Orouqp  haa  been  made  by  the  Military  Intelligence  Augmentation 
detachnenta  assigned  during  the  period  April  >  June  1967.  To  date  no  orders 
have  been  received  indicating  assignment  of  replacement  personnel  to  fill 
anticipated  rotational  losses.  If  replacement  personnel  to  fill  authorised 
spaces  are  not  received  a  dlfllnution  of  the  intelligence  effort  Is  anticipated* 

b.  Detachment  B-57  will  move  out  of  Saigon  with  the  command  and 
control  element  closing  the  SFOB  by  29  Feb  68  and  the  Saigon  facility  closed 
by  31  Mar  66.  The  unit  designation  {B-57)  will  be  dropped  effective  1  Apr 
68.  Reference  to  B-57  activities  subsequent  to  that  date  will  bo  Cambodian 
Border  Operations  (S),  short  title  COPS  (U)  with  the  activity  functioning  as 
a  branch  of  the  S2  Section. 

c.  Project  OAK  activities  were  terminated  31  Dec  67  after  the 
collection  activity  was  determined  unproductive  in  terms  of  funds  expended. 
Personnel  assets  have  been  reassigned  to  Intelligence  activities  thiroughout 
the  Qrobp. 

d.  Order  of  Battle  Workbooks  for  each  Corps  Tactical  Zone  were 
updated  utilising  material  from  both  Combined  Intelligence  Center  Vietnam, 
and  the  Order  of  Battle  branch,  thie  Headquarters. 

e.  Sunnary  of  Enemy  Activity  by  Corps  Tactical  Zones. 

(1)  I  CTZi  Enemy  activity  in' I  CTZ- incrcasid  from  gucrrll^A 
type  action  and  sooradlc  contacts  during  October  and  November  to  attacks  by 
fire  along  the  QMZ,  a  large  enemy  buildup  in  northwest  Quang  Trl  Province,  and 
all  out  attacks  on  large  installations  and  cities  during  January.  Throughout 
the  Corps  the  enemy  suffered  from  food,  logistical,  and  personnel  shortages 
which  intltlally  staved  his  offensive  capabilities.  The  Revolutionary  Develop¬ 
ment  Program  initiated  by  the  QVN  moved  a  large  majority  of  the  population  from 
VC/MVA  controlled  areas  into  relatively  safe  areas  and  therefore  iji7>eded  the 
enenys'  capability  to  tax  the  people  for  food  and  labor.  The  enemy  recruiting 
program  also  suffered.  It  is  probable  that  during  November  and  December  the 
enemy  concentrated  on  building  up  his  forces  to  canbat  effective  strength  and 
prepared  for  future  offensives.  During  the  month  of  January  enemy  activity 
increased  significantly  with  evidence  of  a  large  eneny  buildup  consisting  of 
three  NVA  divisions  in  NW  Quang  ^i  Province.  Large  scale  attacks  against 
Special  Forces  Camp  Long  Vel,  Det  A-101  and  the  Khe  Sanh  Combat  base  were 
expected  at  cuiytiroe.  On  30  Januarj^  enemy  forces  launched  all  out  attacks  on 
installations  and  cities  throughout  I  CTZ.  Reports  indicated  that  the  enemy 
committed  primarily  VC  units  which  indicate  that  a  subsequent  main  enemy 
thrust  will  be  launched  by  NVA  forces  if  necessary.  The  eneny  bad  the  ability 
to  initiate  coordinated  fire  and  ground  attacks  at  anytime  throughout  the 
Corps  as  of  the  end  of  the  reporting  period. 

SECRET 
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)  II  CTZi  Prior  to  the  Novenber  enenQr  offensive  near  Special 
Forces  Camp  Dak  To  (Det  A>2U1()  the  32nd  and  66th  NVA  Regljnents  moved  into 
prepared  positions  to  the  souttwest  of  the  camp  and  the  2ijth  NVA  Regiment  moved 
into  the  southern  portion  of  the  Tou  Morong  Valley,  un  the  5th  of  Novemberj  heavy 
fighting  erupted  to  the  SW  of  Dak  To  and  the  resulting  battle  developed  Into  the 
longest  engagement  of  the  Vietnamese  conflict.  During  the  first  two  weeks  of 
December  the  eneiny  launched  a  series  of  attacks  on  allied  forces  and  installations 
that  ranged  from  the  Bong  Lon  Plains  to  Phu  Gat  District.  The  enemy  suffered 
heavy  losses  but  continued  to  make  moderate  contact  in  a  vain  attempt  to  extend 
its  control  over  the  rice-rich  region  of  eastern  Binli  Dinh  Province.  The  enemy 
offensive  activity  expected  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  truce  periods  never 
materialized.  Enemy  activity  throughout  II  CT2  waa  at  a  low  level  during  the 
first  part  of  January  and  was  characto;  j— d  by  smuH  acalo  attacks  on  lightly 
defended  outposts.  The  new  Special  Forces  camp,  Ben  Hat,  received  mortar  and 
rocket  fire  almost  daily.  The  eneny  stepped  up  his  activity  toward  the  end  of 
January  as  all  unlt6  redeployed  for  the  TET  of fensive,  which  began  on  30  January, 
with  attacks  on  major  cities  and  installations. 

(3)  III  CTZj  During  this  q’uarter  the  enemy  d.  ?.played  a  desire  to 
score  a  major  victory  over  allied  forces  with  apparent  little  regard  to  the 
lessee  ha  would  suffer.  He  launched  his  largest  and  some  of  his  most  successful 
attacks  during  the  final  two  months  of  1967  and  first  month  of  1968.  The  eneny 
selected  Joe  Nlnh  District  Headquarters'' to  attack  in  an  attempt  to  gain  a  major 
propagar.da  victory.  The  unit  tasked  with  the  mission  was  the  9th  VC  Division 
conposed  of  the  27l6t,  272nd,  a«J  273rd  VC  Main  Force  Regiments.  Due  to  heavy 
■"Tosses  sriffered  earlier  in  southern  Binh  Long  Province  by  the  OS  1st  Inf  Dlv 
in  Operation  Enterprize,  a  third  leglment  was  formed  from  elements  of  the  Ihlst 
and  l65th  NVA  Regiments  to  replace  the  271st  VC  MF  Regiment,  The  attacks  on 
Loc  Nlnh,  Where  Special  Forces  Detachment  A-331  is  located,  took  place  on  29 
October  through  3  November,  The  enemy  failed  in  their  attsmpt  to  take  the 
district  headquarters  and  suffered  extremely  heavy  casualties.  After  this 
engagement  the  eneny  continued  to  concentrate  his  large  actions  in  closer 
proximity  to  the  Cambodian  border  when  he  could  easily  be  resupplied  or  seek 
sanctuary.  On  29  JJowember,  the  eneiry  began  harassing  Special  Forces  Camp  Bu  Dop, 
A-3ll,  and  Bo  Due  District  Headquarters.  On  29  November,  the  enemy  launched  a 
battalion  sized  ground  attack  against  Bo  Due  District  Headquarters  and  Caap  Bu 
Dop  received  heavy  mortar  and  rocket  fire.  The  enemy  harassment  continued  until 
8  December,  Prior  to  December  eneny  activity  had  primarily  been  restricted  -to 
Military  Region  10;  however,  during  December  the  enemy  attenpted  to  force  loore 
action  throughout  the  Corps  area.  In  January  installations  in  Tay  Ninh  and 
Gian  Dinh  Province  ware  constantly  harassed.  Throughout  the  month  Special  Forces 
Camp  Thlen  Ngon,  A-323,  continuously  received  mortar  attacks  by  elements  of  the 
69th  VC  Artillery  Regiment,  On  31  January,  major  US  and  GVN  Installations  in 
Military  Region  U  were  hit  by  rockets,  mortars,  and  ground  attacks  that  extended 
In-to  the  next  reporting  period. 

(L)  IV  CTZ  t  During  November  and  December  the  eneny  confined  his 
j  activities  to  indiscriminate  shellings  of  district  towns,  small  scale  attacks 

against  lightly  defended  outposts  and  the  interdiction  of  lines  of  comnunicatlons, 
primarily  along  highway  ^  between  Can  Tho  and  Saigon.  Special  Forces  Camps; 

Phuoc  Tay  A4i11  loca-ted  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province,  and  My  Da  A-4j33  located  in 

I 
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cloae  proximity  to  the  Dinh  Tuong/Klen  Phong  Province  border  were  continually 
under  threat  of  attack  by  the  5lU  local  force  battalion  and  the  26lst  and  263rd 
main  force  battalions  during  the  entire  quarter.  On  5  December,  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province  friendly  forces  engaged  in  Operation  Coronado  II  captured  a  political 
advisor  to  Military  Region  II  who  infiltrated  from  North  Vietnam.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  an  indigenous  North  Vietnamese  had  been  captured  in  IV.  Corps. 
During  the  Insertion  of  SF  cairip  Dien  A-I4I6  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province  In  January, 
documents  were  found  indicating  that  the  area  had  been  a  base  .rea  for  the  5''J<th 
local  force  battalion.  Captured  RJs  revealed  that  the  26l3t  and  263rd  main  force 
battalions  were  operating  with  the  5lUth,  During  January  the  enemy  repositioned 
many  of  his  units  in  preparation  for  the  largo  TET  offensive  oampaign.  The  267th 
main  force  battalion  moved  from  Dinh  Tuong  Province  to  III  Corps  and  was  identified 
in  the  attack  against  Tan  Son  Nhut  airbase  or  31  January.  In  Kien  Phong  Province 
the  502nd  local  force  battalion  moved  into  position  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
local  force  companies  in  the  area  conducted  a  mortar  and  ground ‘attack  against. 

Cao  Lanh  city  and  Special  Forces  Detachment  B*Ji3.  The  50lith  local  force 
battalion  conducted  a  mortar  and  ground  attack  against  Koc  Hoa  city  and  Detachment 
6-Ul.  At  the  close  of  the  reporting  period  the  enemy  was  placing  anabasis  on  the 
overrunning  and  holding  of  key  installations  ar.d  heavily  populated  qreas. 

The  harassment  of  SF  caitps  had  apparently  become  a  secondary  objective  although 
SF  camps  J^y  Phuoc  Tay  A-i»ll,  ffy  Dien  A-lil6,  and  My  Da  A-li33  remained  threatened 
by  the  three  eneny  battalions. 
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3.  (S)  Operations  and  Tl^lning 

a.  Flansi 

(1)  A  special  stui^  was  conducted  and  subaitted  regarding  the 
establishnent  of  the  ulith  Special  Tactical  Zone  in  IV  CI^.  The  final  decision 

to  eetabllsh  the  Uith  STZ  placed  it  under  the  conmnd  of  ARVK  with  the  requirement 
for  the  5th  SFiu  to  provide  a  USASF  Liaison  Detachment, 

(2)  A  series  of  Brief  Inga  were  held  with  CCMUSHACV  pertaining  to  the 
planning  c*  Oj^ration  York, 

(3)  Under  R7NAF  Force  Structure  Development  CCHDSMACV  disapproved 
the  organisation  of  a  sixth  coiqMny  for  the  5l8t  Airborne  Ranger  Battalioni 

(U)  A  study  was  eoopleted  and  approved  for  the  organisation  of 
Detaohnnt  B-20  In  H  CTZ  to  assisu  OPOON  of  the  II  CTZ  HSF  and  Co  E,  l/20th 
Inf  (litRP].  It  also  authorised  the  expansion  of  the  II  CTZ  HSF  to  12  coepanles. 

(5)  the  goals  for  Cl  68  for  the  5th  SFGA's  subprogram,  title i 
Transfer  of  Selected  Ciu^  to  VNSF  Control  (U),  were  submitted  to  CCMII5HACV.  The 
goals  aret 


(a)  Tr&usfar  of  casp  Thuong  Thoi  by  30  Harch  1568* 

(b)  Transfer  of  caiip  Kinh  Quan  II  by  30  July  1568, 

(6)  A  special  study  of  the  effects  of  the  eneny's  increased  rocket 
capability  on  CIDO  caiiq)a  was  written  and  forwarded  to  CC^nBMACV, 

(7)  A  review  and  analysis  of  RVRAF  Progress,  sub-program  title i 
Transfer  of  Selected  Caapa  to  VKSF  Control,  was  conducted  and  forwarded, 

(6)  Plans  are  being  written  for  5th  SFOA's  participation  In 
Operation  York. 

(5)  A  review  and  revision  of  MTCS  31-105E  (Airborne  Special  Foroaa 
Qroup)  and  of  t^  TDA  for  Special  Operations  is  being  prepared  for  subndesion 
during  tlm  1st  quarter  of  CY  68. 

(10)  CIDO  Casq>8> 

(a)  ‘fhe  following  CIDO  camps  were  closed  on  the  date  Indicatedi 
Binh  Hung  (A-UOit)  on  5  Novonberj  Prek  Q.ok  (A-322)  on  5  December}  Trai  Bi  (A-323) 
on  18  December,  and  Hlsp  Hoa  (A-351}  on  30  Deceiober  1567, 
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(b)  Camp  Mai  Tinh  (A-226)  was  converted  to  RF/PF  on  2  December 
and  Vinh  Thanh  (A-228)  was  redesignated  A-120,  and  transferred  to  VNSF  control  on 
2?  De  comber. 


(c)  The  following  CUK}  camps  were  opened  on  the  date  indicated s 
D'jc  Huo  (A-351A)  on  15  November,  Thien  Ngon  (A-323)  on  8  December,  Tieu  Atar 
(A-231)  on  20  December,  and  H/  Qlen  II  (A-lil6)  on  20  January,  The  assets  from 
Trai  Bi  were  redeployed  to  Thien  Ngon  a  d  assets  from  Hiep  Hoa  were  redeployed  to 
Due  Hue,  Tra  Cu,  and  Due  Hoa.  Assets  from  Prek  Klc^  are  scheduled  to  be  deployed 
to  Katum. 


(d)  Five  can^  in  I  CTZ,  seven  in  II  CTZ,  and  one  in  IV  CTZ  are 
scheduled  for  either  conversion  to  RF  or  for  close  out.  Two  canq»  in  IV  CTZ  are 
scheduled  for  transfer  to  VNSF  control.  Bight  new  camps  in  1  CTZ,  four  in  II  CTZ, 
five  in  III  CTZ,  and  two  in  IV  CTZ  ore  scheduled  tc  be  opened  utilizing  the 
assets  as  they  become  available  from  camps  that  are  closed  out, 

b.  Operations, 

(1)  SuDBDary  of  significant  operations  by  Corps  Tactical  Zones, 

(a)  I  CTZi  On  2  Novembei^  a  recon  operation  from  Camp  Minh 
Long,  A-108,  Quang  Ngal  Province,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF  and  $0  Camp  Strike 
Force  personnel,  made  contacx  with  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC,  There  were  no 
friendly  casualties,  Eneny  losses  were  one  VC  killed  and  26  houses  destroyed. 

On  Kovetiioer,  a  r^con  operation  from  Camp  Tbuong  Due,  A-109,  Quang  Nam  Province, 
which  consla^d  of  two  DSASF,  one  VNSF  and  30  Camp  Strike  Force  personnel  made 
contact  with  an  estinisted  battalion  size  enemy  element.  One  USA^  was  wounded  in 
the  initial  contact  and  died  before  a  nedevac  could  be  completed.  One  USASF  was 
wounded  tdiile  a  passenger  in  a  helicopter  whldi  was  flying  in  support  of  the 
operation,  Otvs  CSF  soldier,  one  I^VA,  and  one  VC  were  also  killed  in  the  contact. 

On  7  November,  a  recon  patrol  from  Camp  ha  To,  A-106,  Quang  Ngal  Province,  which 
consisted  of  two  DSASF,  25  Canp  Strike  Force  personnel  and  25  Popular  Force  troops 
initiated  contact  with  five  VC,  After  a  brief  firefight  the  friendly  element 
assaulted  the  eneny  position  wounding  two  VC  and  capturing  one  US  carbine,  two  30 
round  magazines,  six  chicon  grenades,  one  rucksack,  one  poncho,  one  haimnocl.,  and  a 
small  amount  of  docunents.  On  7  November,  a  rocon  patrol  from  Camp  Ho  Thanh,  A~10lj, 
Quang  Ngai  Rrovlnce,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  90  Strike  Force 
personnel  was  probed  by  a  VC  platoon.  The  VC  moved  to  within  75  meters  of  the 
patrol  defensive  position  and  opened  fire.  The  patrol  reacted  by  Innediately 
returning  a  heavy  volume  of  fire  idiioh  caused  the  VC  to  withdrew.  During  the  action 
two  CIDG  were  wounded.  Eneny  losses  were  one  VC  killed,  two  wounded;  one  MAS  36, 
a  small  amount  of  »h5  cal  ammo  and  one  pistol  bolt  captured.  On  9  November,  Cait^ 

Lang  Vei,  A-101,  Quang  Tri  Provinoe  received  ten  rounds  of  120nn  mortar  fire  In  s  ten 
minute  period.  The  can?)  immediately  initiated  counter  mortar  fire  with  unknown 
results.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties.  On  10  November,  a  search  and  destroy 
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operation  from  Car^i  Tien  Phuoc,  A-  Queng  Tin  Province,  which  consisted  of  two 
USASF,  one  Vl'BF,  and  1*0  Carp  Strike  Force  personnel,  initiated  contact  with  a  VC 
squad.  The  VC  fled  \uider  the  intense  volume  of  fire  from  the  friendly  element, 
leaving  behind  two  VC  killed,  one  US  shotgun,  one  Ml6  mine,  and  five  Chicom  grenades. 
There  'iiere  no  friendly  casualties.  On  13  November,  a  local  security  operation  from 
Camp  Thuong  Due,  A-109,  Quang  Mam  Province,  initiated  contact  with  three  VC.  After 
an  exchange  of  fire  the  VC  withdrew  with  one  VC  killed.  The  patrol  also  detained  two 
surpects  and  captured  one  sniper  -ifle.  There  were  no  friendly  losses.  On  16 
Kovombor,  a  recon  operation  from  Camp  Tra  Bong,  A-107,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  which 
consisted  of  two  USASF  and  30  camp  strlko  force  personnel  made  chance  contact  with  two 
squads  of  VC.  After  a  brief  fire  fight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew.  The 
friendly  element  suffered  no  casualties,  although  they  captured  three  VC  and  detained 
fo'jT  suspects.  The  three  VC  n.  re  killed  on  the  ITlh  wlukLe  trying  to  sscape. 

Cn  17  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Canp  Tien  Phuoc,  A-102,  ^ang  Tin 
Province,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  two  VICF,  and  50  carp  strike  force  personnel 
ambushed  one  squad  of  VC,  killing  ono  VC  and  capturing  three.  The  friendly  operation 
suffered  no  casualties.  On  17  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Gia 
Vuc,  A-1D3,  Qiang  Ngai  Province,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  100  camp 
strike  force  porsonnel  anfcushed  one  VC  resulting  in  one  VC  killsd.  There  were  no 
friendly  casualties.  The  friendly  element  then  dispatched  a  squad  to  recover  the 
cneny  weapon  and  search  the  bo<^y.  The  squad  came  under  fire  and  was  forced  to  return 
to  the  main  body.  The  operation  again  came  under  fire  in  their  night  location,  but 
suffered  no  casualties.  On  17  November,  a  recon  operation  from  Caiip  Tra  Bong,  A-107, 
Quang  Ngai  Province,  wW.ch  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  30  camp  strike  force 
porsonnel  made  chance  contact  with  seven  VC«  The  patrol  dollvered  a  heavy  volume  of 
fire  and  the  VC  withdrew.  The  friendly  element  lost  one  HT-1  radio  and  oi»  Ml  rifle. 
This  equipment  was  lost  while  the  patrol  was  crossing  a  river,  Eneny  losses  were  one 
political  book  captured;  two  houses,  four  bunkers,  one  tunnel  system  (3$  feet  long), 

700  pounds  of  rice  and  miscellaneous  bunker  material  destroyed.  On  21.  November,  a 
8Q.arch  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Tien  Phuoc,  A-10^  Quang  Tin  Province,  consisting 
of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF,  and  50  CSF  soldiers  initiated  contact  with  four  VC  at  8 
distance  of  80  maters.  The  VC  immodlatoly  withdrew  leaving  behind  one  VC  killed; 

10,000  piastres;  four  documents;  a  passport,  school  papers;  and  a  tax- list.  There 
were  no  friendly  casualties.  On  21  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Canp 
Ola  Vuc,  A-103,  Quang  Ngai  I^ovlnce,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  100 
CSF  solders  fired  at  1*0  NVA  and  ten  montagnaixls  at  a  distance  of  700  meters.  After 
o  brief  exchange  of  fire  the  eneny  withdrew  leaving  behind  two  of  their  dead.  There 
wore  20  killed  by  gunshlpsj  they  were  not  confirmed  by  USASF  body  count*  On  26 
Novonber,  e  dcsr^  and  destroy  operation  from  Thuong  Due,  A-109,  Quang  Nam  IVovlnoe, 
which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF,  100  CSF  soldiers  and  30  7P  troops  ambushed  a 
VC  squad  which  resulted  in  one  VC  killsd  and  three  wounded.  At  11*35  hours  the 
petrol  observed  a  VC  platoon  with  a  carrying  party  of  IDO,  Contact  was  established 
and  maintained.  Results  of  this  encounter  were  12  VC  killsd,  12  VC  wounded;  800 
kilos  of  rice,  salt  and  com  destroyed;  120  rucksacks  with  miscellaneous  equlpmant, 
personal  belongij^gs,  and  ono  red  flag  with  a  yellcw  hammer  ond  sickle  and  VC  banners 
attached  to  It  ccqrbxired.  The  operation  found  and  destroyed  two  caches  of  3,000  kilos 
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of  rice^  1,000  kilos  of  corn,  and  500  pounds  of  salt.  At  1530  hours  the  operation 
was  anbushod  by  a  reinforced  VC  company,  Ihe  patrol  iJimediately  returned  a  heavy 
volume  of  fire  arid  directed  air  strikes  on  the  VC  position.  Results  of  this  en¬ 
counter  were  ora  CSF  soldier  killed  and  one  wounded.  Enemy  losses  were  eight  VC 
killed  by  air  strikes  and  numerous  blood  trails  found  in  the  area.  At  1630  hours 
the  patrol  overran  a  VC  outpost,  killed  the  VC  guard,  and  captured  one  rucksack. 

Tlie  patrol  returned  to  camp  at  1000  hours  28  November  with  the  overall  following 
results!  Friendly  losses  wore  one  CSF  killed  and  one  wounded,  Enery  losses  were  22 
killed,  15  wouTidedj  one  unknown  \.;/pe  weapon,  122  rucksacks,  oiteRuss^^flac 
captured;  800  kilos  of  rice,  salt,  and  corn  destroyed  at  one  Tocat^ri  <uia  3,0OO 
kilos  of  rice,  1,000  kilos  of  corn  and  500  pounds  of  salt  destroyed  at  another 
location.  On  7  December  at  1025  hours,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp 
Thckuig  Due,  A-109,  Quang  Nam  Province,  vrtiich  consisted  of  six  USASF  and  169  IBF 
ambushed  a  VC  platoon.  Ths  VC  platoon  rotumed  fire  and  fled  south  with  the 
friendly  forces  in  pursuit.  During  the  pursuit  the  friendly  forces  were  ambushed 
bj'  an  estimated  NVA  battalion.  The  battalion  was  armed  with  machine  guns  and 
mortars.  On  the  initial  contact  with  the  NVA  battalion  friendly  forces  s\  jtalned 
one  USASF  killed,  three  MSF  killed,  three  HSF  killed  and  four  MSF  Wounded,  Due  to 
bad  weather  close  air  support  could  not  be  provided.  Artillery  was  fired  from  Camp 
Thtjung  IXic  with  unreported  results.  A  search  and  destroy  operation  also  from  Camp 
Thcting  Due,  consisting  of  three  USASF  and  220  CSF  troops,  moved  from  their  planned 
route  to  a  blocking  and  reinforcing  position  to  assist  the  tCF  operation.  At  1350 
hours  the  MSF  broke  contact  and  moved  to  an  IZ  to  medevoc  the  I*  16F  wounded.  On 
tho  8th  at  1050  hours,  the  bodies  of  the  USASF  and  MSF  troops  were  recovered  and 
evacuated  to  Camp  Thoung  Due.  At  1715  hours  the  MSF  attacked  an  unknown  siee  VC 
force  in  well  dug  in  oimjiacements  from  a  distance  of  50  meters.  After  a  brief  fira 
fight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  fled  in  an  unknown  direction,  itesults  of  this 
contact  were  one  MSF  killed,  one  USASF  and  two  IBF  wounded,  Eneny  losses  are  unknown. 
A  breakdown  of  captured  items  are  one  AK-U7  assault  rifle,  12  packs;  orea  mortar  sl.oht 
in  carrying  case  complete  vrith  accessories.  Including  night  light  device;  one  medical 
kit  packed  inside  a  rucksack  marked  with  a  red  cross.  The  kit  contained  a  wide 
VExiety  of  medicines  including  antibiotics,  chloroquinlne,  quinine,  antispnsraodlcs, 
morphine,  atropine,  and  battle  dressing.  Items  were  of  varied  origin  including 
ilorth  Vietnam,  Russia,  China  and  Poland,  Company  C  Surgeon  judged  the  medical  kit 
to  be  quite  sophisticated  and  capable  of  treating  100  troops  for  two  or  three  months. 
Documents  included  unidentified  unit  rosters,  personal  papers,  letters,  publications 
and  what  appeared  to  be  weapon  firing  tables.  Clippings  from  a  Hanoi  newspaper  were 
less  than  six  months  old.  On  the  6th  at  12b5  hour%  a  search  and  destroy  operation 
from  Carqi  Ihuh  Long,  A-IO8,  Quang  Ngal  Province,  which  consisted  of  two  USiiSF,  one 
VNSF  and  50  CSF  troops  ambushed  10  VC  washing  in  a  stream  from  a  distance  of  35 
meters.  The  VC  returned  fire  eind  withdrew  in  a  northeasterly  direction.  There  were 
no  friondly  casualties.  Eneiiy  losses  were  three  VC  killed,  one  VC  wounded  and  one 
M2  carbine  captured.  On  the  l6th  at  1128  hour%  one  USj'ISF  died  of  wounds  received  in 
action  on  8  December,  On  the  10th  of  December  at  0916  hours,  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  camp  Tra  Bong,  A-107,  Quang  Ngni  Province,  which  consisted  of  fovur 
USASF  and  150  CSF  troops  made  contact  from  a  distance  of  IDO  meters  with  a  VC  squad 
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armed  with  small  arms  and  shot  gone.  After  a  brie"  fire  fl^t,  VC  brdce  ■  >ntact  and 
withdrew  northeast.  Friendly  forces  pursue'}  VC  no.  cheast  and  at  1210  houxs  the 
operation  reestablished  contact,  this  tins  with  two  VC  squads  from  a  distance  of  100 
meters.  After  a  15  minute  flreflght  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  In  an  unknewn 
direction.  Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier  klllad»  Eneny  losses  were  13  VC 
killed,  one  VC  cadre  captured,  one  (Q.  rifle,  ona  shotgun,  throe  grenades  and  one 
gasinask  captured.  There  were  20  buildings,  3»000  kilos  of  rj.ee,  28  oows,  lU  pigs 
deotroyed  and  55  VC  suspects  detained.  On  the  12th  of  Decembe^  the  sens  operation 
naJo  contact  with  a  reinforced  VC  platoon  from  a  distance  of  75  meters  idille  sweeping 
a  hamlet.  After  a  short  engagement  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  west  and  south¬ 
west.  Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier  killed.  Eneny  losses  ware  20  VC  killed. 

On  1?  December,  at  1015  hours  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Ha  Thanh, 

A-lOU,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF,  and  150  CSF  troops, 
r.iT.do  -ioritact  with  one  VC  con^any  while  sweeping  a  village.  The  VC  were  armed  with 
automatic  wapons.  After  a  short  firefi^t  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  north. 
There  wore  no  friendly  casualties,  Eneny  losses  were  seven  VC  killed;  two  VC  wounded; 
fo\ir  AKW47  ossault  rifles,  two  HAS  36'e,  and  one  3.5  rocket  launcher  i^th  one  rocket 
and  25  grenades  captured.  On  20  Decond^er,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp 
Tien  Phuoc,  A-103,  Quang  Tin  ftrovinoe,  which  consisted  of  five  USASF  and  150  CSF 
troops  made  contact  with  15  VC  armed  with  automatic  weapons.  After  a  brief  flrefight 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  southwest.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties. 

Enuny  losses  were  three  VC  killed,  one  VC  wounded.  On  23  December,  the  sane  operation 
raided  a  village  occupiied  by  30  VC  armed  with  small  arma.  After  a  sporadic  flrefight 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  southeast.  Friendly  casualties  were  one  CSF  soldier 
wounded.  Enemy  losses  were  five  VC  killod,  two  VC  wounded,  ona  Chlcom  oarblhe,  one 
AK-47  assault  rifle,  one  pair  binoculars,  two  mines  of  unknown  typo,  four  rucksacks 
and  100  lbs  of  rloe  captured.  On  23  December,  a  search  and  destirqy  opefatlon  from 
Camp  Thuong  Duo,  A-109,  Quang  Nam  ftrovlnoe;  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF, 
and  60  CSF  troops,  made  contact  with  a  well  dug  in  VC  platoon.  After  a  sporadic 
flrefight  the  patrol  assaulted  to  within  100  meters  of  the  VC  positions  after  which 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  southeast.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties, 

Eneny  losses  ware  10  VC  klllod,  two  VC  wounded,  one  Russian  sniper  rifle,  one  US  SKI, 
H60  ammunition  and  assorted  documents  captured.  On  29  December  at  1000  hours,  a 
search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Tra  Bong,  A-107,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  which 
consisted  of  two  USA^  and  50  CSF  troops  made  contact  with  ona  VC  squad  armed  with 
email  arms  and  automatic  weapons  from  a  distance  of  200  meters.  After  a  brief  flw- 
fight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  west.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties. 

Enemy  losses  were  two  males,  sjjc  females,  throe  children,  five  Chlcom  grenades,  one 
corrying  pouch,  one  directory  from  Danang  Air  Base  concerning  combat  equlpnant  and 
how  to  order  it  captured.  Destreyed  were  15  bunkers,  125  houses,  2,000  kilos  of  rloe 
and  30  cattle.  On  the  3Qth  of  December  at  0730  hours,  a  recon  patrol  from  Camp  Tien 
Phouc,  A-1D2,  Quang  Tin  Province,  made  contact  with  one  VC  platoon,  armed  with  small 
arras,  while  raiding  a  vJillage.  After  a  brief  firoflght  the  VC  broke  contact  and  with- 
drow  north.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties,  eneny  losses  were  three  VC  killed, 
five  VC  captured,  and  two  Chlcom  7.62  rifles  with  amnunltion  captured.  During  the 
period  30  December  I967  and  06  January  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/PF  advised  by  USASF  conducted 
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133  operatlona  and  engaged  In  17  contacts.  Eneny  losses  were  U3  killed,  six 
captured,  nine  wounded  and  20  weapons  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  26  RF/FF  kill¬ 
ed  and  U6  wounded.  There  were  60  weapons  lost  by  friendV  forces.  On  2  Janrasy  at 
Olt23  hours,  a  FF  outpoat  located  five  kilometers  southwakt^of  Camp  Tlan  rfauoc,  A-102 
C.uang  Tin  Province,  received  an  estimatod  seven  rounds  of  mortar  fire,  Tner  rare 
no  casualties.  At  the  same  time  the  NVA  made  a  coordinated  attack  on  the  out  ast 
of  Hau  IXic  District  headquarters  located  10  kilometers  southwest  of  Can?)  Tien  Hiuoco 
This  outpost  was  overrun  and  occupied  by  N7A.  A  patrol  from  Canp  Tien  Phuoc 
recaptured  the  outpost  with  no  casualties.  MSF  Co  16  was  airlifted  from  Dananij  to 
Camp  Tien  Phuoc  and  closed  into  the  canp  at  0130  hours  on  the  l*th  of  January.  The 
FBF  are  presently  located  at  the  OP  and  are  conductinf;  small  scale  operations. 

Total  results  of  the  operation  weret  26  HF/FF  killed,  1*6  RF/IF  wounded,  six  RF/IF 
missing  and  60  individual  weapons  lost.  Eneny  losses  were  22  NVA  killed  by  air. 

3U  NVA  klUad  in  action,  60  NVA  killed  (probable)  reported  by  the  Hau  Due  Chief, 
l5  NVA  wounded  and  four  NVA  captured.  Equipment  lost  by  the  enany  is  os  follows! 

One  60inm  mortar  with  50  rounds  of  aiminition,  four  B-J*©  rocket  launchers  with  60 
3-1(0  rockets,  30  individual  weapons  %rlth  30  cases  of  ammunition,  12  bongalor 
torpedos,  nine  mines,  265  hand  grenades,  6h2  kilos  of  TOT  and  11  rounds  of  57inra 
recoilless  rifle  omnunltion.  During  the  period  06  January  1968  and  13  January  1966, 
CIDO  and  RF/IF  advised  by  OSASF  conducted  11(7  operations  and  engaged  in  20  contacts. 
Eneny  losses  wero  13  killed,  one  captured,  15  wounded  and  three  weapons  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  two  CSF  killed,  eight  wounded  and  one  missing.  There  mre 
no  weapons  lost  by  ftiendly  forces.  On  12  January  at  1100  hours,  a  search  and 
destroy  operation  from  Canp  Tien  Phuoc,  A-102,  Quang  Tin  Province  received  mortal 
fire  from  a  VC  platoon  from  a  distance  of  200  meters.  The  patrol  returned  fire 
and  the  VC  withdrew  south.  There  ware  no  friendly  casualties.  There  were  five 
VC  wounded.  At  1600  hours  the  same  search  and  destroy  operation  received  sniper 
fire  from  a  distance  of  600  meters.  Upon  engagement  the  VC  withdrew  northwest. 
There  were  no  friendly  casualties,  Eneny  losses  were  five  Chicom  grenades,  5*000 
rounds  of  carbine  ammunition,  100,000  rounds  of  Ml  amnunition,  2,000  rownds  of  H79 
ammunition  and  50  rounds  of  60inn  mortar  ammunition.  On  12  January  at  2030  hours, 
a  night  animsb  patrol  from  Catip  Lang  Vel,  A-101,  Quang  Tri  ftrovlnoe,  animshed  an 
ostimated  VC  platoon  from  a  distance  of  30  meters.  The  VC  broke  contact  aid 
withdrew,  but  remained  in  the  area.  At  011*5  hours  on  13  January,  after  the  amhish 
patrol  moved  to  the  planned  ambush  site,  the  patrol  ambushed  on  estimated  VC 
conpany  plus  from  an  unreported  distance.  The  VC  imaedlately  maneuvered  on  the 
patrol  forcing  the  patrol  to  break  contact  and  withdraw  back  toward  base  coup. 

The  VC  pursued  the  patrol  to  within  500  meters  of  the  canp.  Results  of  the 

encounter  were  one  CSF  soldier  miesing,  12  VC  killed,  two  VC  wounded  and  one  AK-J*7 

assault  rifle  captured.  During  the  period  of  13  January  196^  ZI  January  1968, 

CIDO  and  RF/IF  adrlsed  by  USASF  conducted  150  operations  and  engaged  in  19  contacts, 

Eneny  losses  ware  26  killed,  eight  captured,  22  wounded  and  feur  weapons  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  five  CSF  and  one  RF/PF  killed,  12  CIDO  wounded  and  one  CIDO 
missing.  There  were  two  weapons  lost  by  friendly  forces.  On  13  January  at 
hourSLthe  Detachment  Coimnander  of  Qia  Vuc,  A-103,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  while  fl  ^ng 
vlsuiu  reconnaissance,  observed  eneny  movement.  Approximately  200  VC  were  counted 
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nnd  alrstrikos  were  requested.  Aircraft  dropped  napalm,  cluster  bonib  units,  $00 
ond  750  pound  bombs.  Results  of  the  airstrikes  were  L6  VC  killca  by  airj  one  VC 
killed  by  ground  forces;  four  dwellings  and  fivo  bunkers  ciestroj'ed.  On  17  January 
at  1100  hours,  an  operation  from  Tien  rhuoc,  A-102,  Quang  Tin  Province,  made 
contact  with  k$  VC  from  a  distance  of  $0  meters  whilo  conducting  a  raid  on  a 
village.  After  a  brief  firefight,  tlie  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  southeast, 
Eiicrjsr  losses  were  five  killed,  two  wounded,  ono  captured  and  one  iVK-li7  assault 
rifle  captured.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties.  On  18  January  at  1100  hours, 
a  rtjconnnissanoo  patrol  from  Khara  Due,  A-105,  Quang  Tin  Province,  made  contact  and 
withdrew  southwest.  Result  of  the  oiicjuntcr  was  two  VC  killed  and  two  wounded. 

On  18  January  at  IO3O  hours,  a  company  operation  from  Ba  To,  A-IO6,  Quang  Ngai 
Province,  made  contact  with  on  unknown  size  VC  force,  Ounships  were  requested  and 
airstrikes  brought  in  on  the  onory  force.  Ten  minutes  later  the  same  oporstion 
rriado  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  squad.  The  VC  ware  armed  with  automatic  weapons, 
Eneny  losses  were  13  killed  by  air,  two  killed  by  ground  forces,  and  20  military 
stiTuctures  destroyed.  One  pack,  numerous  types  of  ammunition,  leaflets  and  death 
certlfioatos  were  captured.  At  1200  hours,  elements  of  the  same  operation  captured 
two  VC  and  one  carbine.  Again  at  II4I5  hours  the  some  element  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  platoon  wearing  mixed  lintforms  and  armed  with  automatic  weapons, 

Tho  VC  broke  contact  and  fled  east  with  no  exchange  of  fire.  Gunships  wore 
requested  at  ]lj30  hours  and  credited  with  eight  VC  killed.  Various  types  of  small 
arms  ammunition  and  ono  Chicom  grenade  was  captiired.  On  1?  January  at  1320  hours, 
contact  was  made  with  three  VC.  After  a  brief  firefight  the  VC  broke  contact  and 
withdrew  cast.  Result  of  the  engagement  was  one  VC  killed,  one  Ml  rifle  destroyed 
and  one  CSF  killed.  At  1315  hours  a  blocking  position  was  established  to  cut  off 
onaryr  withdrawal.  This  blocking  force  fired  8lmm  mortars  at  an  estimated  cneny 
squad,  resulting  in  two  VC  killed,  three  wounded  and  two  carbines  destroyed. 

During  the  period  of  20  January  1968  to  27  January  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/fF  units 
advised  by  USASF  conducted  I2j6  operations  and  engaged  in  I8  contacts,  Eneny  losses 
were  nine  VC  killed,  three  VC  captured,  seven  VC  wounded  and  two  weapons  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  two  CSF  soldiers  killed,  two  CSF  and  three  RF/FF  soldiers 
wounded.  There  were  no  weapons  lost.  On  21  January  at  0^30  hours.  Camp  Lang  Vci, 
A-lOl,  Quang  Tri  Province,  received  fivo  rounds  of  mortar  fire;  there  wore  no 
casualties.  At  1000  hours  a  search  and  destroy  operation  which  consisted  on  one 
US;iSF ,  ono  AjITTV,  one  VNSF  and  I4O  K5F  soldiors  mado  contact  with  an  estimated  VC 
company,  Tho  results  of  the  encounter  wore  five  VC  killed  and  five  wounded.  On 
23  January  at  1738  hours  two  jot  aircraft  flying-  from  the  direction  of  Laos  r-xide 
a  low  level  bomb  run  on  an  outpost  300  motors  frc*i  Caijp  Lang  Vei,  The  number  of 
bombs  dropped  was  undetermined,  but  estimated  size  of  bombs  were  250  pound.  The 
aircraft  gained  altitude  and  flew  back  over  Laos,  The  bombs  were  not  on  target 
end  there  wore  no  casualtioo.  On  2li  January  at  1235  hour^  an  airforce  FAC  obseirvod 
fivo  tanks  (type  unknown)  traveling  oast  on  highway  nine.  An  alrstrike  was  called 
and  fire  was  placed  on  tho  tanks.  One  tank  was  destroyed  and  the  others  withdrew 
west  into  tho  tree  lino  along  tho  highway.  On  25  January  at  1853  hours,  and  again 
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at  2255  hours, the  camp  cams  undor  artillery  firs  which  resulted  in  one  M3F  soldier 
wounded.  At  2330  hours  a  five  man  ClDG  patrol  ambushed  an  estimated  VC  company 
armed  with  JU(•4^7  assault  rifles.  After  a  brief  fircfight  the  VC  withdrew  south. 
Enoncr  losses  wore  five  VC  killed  (unconfirmed),  six  VC  wounded  (unconfirrmd)  and 
tTvo  AK4*7  assault  rifles  captured.  Friendly  losses  trere  one  CSF  soldier  killed  and 
tuD  wounded.  Ch  23  January  at  08l0  hours, a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp 
Gia  Vuc,  A-103,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  executed  a  hasty  ambush  on  five  VC  from  a 
distance  of  200  meters.  After  a  brief  firufight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew 
south.  There  wore  no  friendly  losses,  Enony  losses  wore  three  VC  captured.  On 
23  January  at  1330  hours, a  search  and  destroy  operation  vrhich  consisted  of  two 
USi'fiF,  two  Vl'ISF,  25  RF/FF  and  100  CSF  soldiers  from  Camp  Tien  Phuoc,  A-102,  Quang 
Tin  Province,  ambushed  an  estimated  VC  squad  from  a  distance  of  100  meters.  After 
a  brief  firefight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  southeast.  One  VC  was  killed 
and  one  CSF  soldier  wounded.  On  25  January  at  lliOO  hours,  a  search  and  destroy 
oixsration  from  Can^s  Minh  Lonh,  A-108,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  which  consisted  of  two 
USaSF,  one  VNSF,  lli  PF  and  70  CSF  soldiers  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC 
platoon  from  an  unroported  distance.  After  a  brief  firefight  the  VC  broke  contact 
and  withdrew  southwest.  There  wore  two  VC  killed.  Earing  the  period  27  January 
1968  to  03  February  1968,  cmo  and  RF/IF  units  advised  by  USASF  conducted  lli5 
operations  and  engaged  in  25  contacts.  Enemy  losses  were  150  killed,  18  captured, 
7li  wounded  and  12  weapons  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  16  CSF,  end  two  RF/IT 
soldiers  killed.  There  were  17  CSF  and  two  RF/IT  soldiers  wounded,  one  USASF 
missing  and  five  weapons  lost.  On  31  January,  a  three  platoon  reaction  patrol  from 
Lang  Vei,  A-101,  Quang  Tri  Provinoo,  which  consisted  of  >GF,  CSF  soldiers,  three 
Vi:SF  and  eight  USASF  mado  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon.  The  patrol  killed 
75‘^  of  the  platoon  before  the  enetiy  was  reinforced  by  an  estimated  thi^e  NVA 
cnwpanlas.  The  patrol  adjusted  fire  of  gunships  and  fixed  wing  aircraft  on  the 
oneny.  The  engagement  resulted  in  51*  IJVA  killed  by  ground  forces  and  an  estima+ed 
80  to  100  killed  by  air.  Friendly  losses  were  ono  MSF  soldier  killed  and  three 
wounded.  At  11*30  hours  ICF  soldiers  made  contact  with  an  estimated  three  NVA 
companies  from  a  distance  of  five  to  fifty  meters.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged 
which  resulted  in  the  enory  maneuvering  east  and  west  in  an  attempt  to  out  flunk 
the  friendly  forces.  Results  of  the  engagement  were  20  tr/A  killed,  1*0  NVA  wounded 
(estimated),  three  AK-1*7  assault  rifles,  one  EPG  rocket  launcher,  one  light  machine 
gun  and  one  ,1*5  cal  pistol  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  one  soldier  killed, 
fovir  ICF  soldiers  wounded,  one  USASF  and  ono  CSF  soldier  miBBing,  On  1  February- 
continuous  mortar  fire  was  received  on  camp  Lang  Vet,  The  caji^)  placed  cou-itef^ 
mortar  fire  on  the  eneny's  position.  ReSult  of  the  mortar  attacks  was  one  CSF 
slightly  wounded.  On  2  February,  two  platoons  of  MSF  soldiers  were  ambushed  by 
on  estimated  NVA.  platoon  from  a  distance  of  five  to  ten  meters,  A  brief  firefight 
conmenoed  which  resulted  in  the  eneny  withdrawing.  Results  of  this  engagement  were 
two  NVA  killod,  one  wounded,  one  captured,  two  SKS  carbinos,  eight  grenades  and 
various  field  equipment  capt\*red.  Friendly  losses  were-  three  CSF  soldi*  -s  killed. 
At  1930  hours  a  MSF  patrol  made  chance  contact  with  a  NVA  squad  set  ii;*  ambush  from 
a  distance  of  tan  meters.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  which  resulted  in  four 
NVA  killed  and  one  ICF  soldier  wounded.  On  28  January,  a  search  and  destroy 
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operation  from  Tien  Phuoo,  A-102,  Quang  Tin  Province^  vhich  consiated  of  four  DSASF, 
two  VNSF  and  120  CSF  soldiers  engaged  an  unknown  size  tromy  force.  Small  arms  fire 
was  exchanged  resulting  in  five  VC  killed,  five  VC  wounded  (blood  trails)  and  two 
VC  captured.  There  were  no  friendly  losses.  On  2?  January,  an  estimated  VC  squad 
probed  an  outpost  at  Ha  Thanh,  A-l^,  Quang  Ngai  ITovince,  ^th  auuwmatlc  weacons 
fire.  At  the  sarao  tiTS,  a  light  probe  was  made  on  the  camp  and  adjacent  airfield  ty 
an  unknown  size  eneny  force.  Results  of  this  attack  were  two  civilians  tdlled  and 
one  civilian  wounded.  At  1000  hours,  a  reconnaissance  operat;  .  ^.sisting  of 
two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  110  CSF  S'"  Idlers  made  chance  contact  wit*,  a  ten  man  VC 
carrying  pai*ty.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  which  resulted  in  oo©  VC  wounded 
and  seven  VC  captured,  Thai*e  were  no  friendly  losses.  On  1  February;,  the 
District  Headquarters  at  Ra-lo,  Quang  Ngai  Province,  came  under  attack  by  an 
estimated  force  of  700  VC  armed  witTV  tiubuiiiatic  weapons,  recoilless  rifles,  6Qnm 
mortars  and  M-79  grenade  launchers.  Approximately  half  of  the  enemy  were  ymed 
with  spears  and  knives.  The  eneny  breached  the  perimeter  and  used  CI4  to  destroy 
fi^ovInceTIea3quaRer?Tuid  several  bunkers.  Results  of  this  attack  were  12  VC 
killed,  six  RF/FF  killed,  seven  RF/PF  wounded,  fcnr  Ml  rifles  lost  and  the  village 
chief  of  Ba  Help  killed^  At  O6OO  hours^  a  RF/IT  patrol  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  company*  The  VC  were  armed  with  soears,  knives,  and  small  arms, 

Kortar  fire  was  adjustea  on  -tne  enemy  forces  which  caused  them  to  withdraw”" north, 

A  flreflght  then  connenced  which  resulted  in  ten  VC  lulled  and  several  knives 
and  spears  captured.  There  were  no  friendly  losses.  At  06^0  hours  a  VC  company 
was  seen  moving  across  the  air  strip  from  south  to  north.  The  VC  were  pushing 
Montagnards  armed  with  spears  and  knives  in  firont  of  them,  A  reaction  force  was 
sent  but  to  intercept.  When  the  enony  was  engaged,  they  withdrew  southwest. 

Results  of  the  engagement  were  six  VC  captured  (one  male  and  five  female),  20 
spears,  3$  knives,  one  helmet  and  one  carbine  captured,  Friendly  los^se s  were 
two  CSF  soldiers  with  weapons  missing*  On  27  Janiiary,  a  platoon  of  VC  armed  with 
1116  rifles,  carbines  and  shotguns  attacked  the  village  of  Ming  Anh,  Quang  Ngai 
Province,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  by  CSF  soldiers  from  Minh  Long,  A-IO8, 
which  resiilted  in  one  VC  killed,  one  CSF  joldier,  one  FF  soldier  and  one  villager 
killed.  Two  CSF  soldiers  are  still  missing. 

(b)  II  CTZ ;  On  3  Noverabeij  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
Trung  Dung,  A-502,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  con?>ary  of  CSF  and  two  combat 
reconnaissance  platoons  made  contact  with  a  company  of  VC  in  defensive  positions, 
including  machine  gun  positions,  in  a  school  house  11  kilometers  north  of  Nha  Trang. 
A  fire  fight  ensued  from  a  range  of  100  meters.  The  operation  directed  airstrikes 
and  artillery  on  the  VC  positions.  The  Mobile  Strike  Force,  A-503.  Khanh  Hoa 
rrovlnoe,  reinforced  the  operation  with  one  company  of  F6F  and  two  combat  recon¬ 
naissance  platoons.  Throughout  tlie  day,  and  into  the  evening,  airstrikes,  artillery 
and  small  arms  fire  was  placed  on  the  VC  positions,  A  sweep  of  the  area  was 
oonduoted  revealing  23  VC  killed.  One  heavy  machine  gun,  13  small  arms  and  four  VC 
were  captured  In  the  sweep.  Friendly  losses  were  four  CIDG  killed,  one  USASF,  and 
13  CIDG  wounded.  On  U  Novembeij  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fTom  Carp  Cung  Son, 
A-221,  Fhu  Ten  province  which  consisted  of  two  oonpanles  of  Camp  Strike  Force 
personnel  initiated  contact  with  two  NVA  ten  kilometers  northeast  of  Cung  Son, 
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A  brief  fire  fi^ht  ensued  which  resulted  in  one  NVA  killed^  and  one  AK  U?  assault 
rifle  captured.  On  5  Novomber^  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fl'on  Camp  Luong  Son^ 
A-^37,  Binh  Thuan  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF,  one  GRP  and  one 
company  of  CSF  fired  on  four  VC,  20  kilometdrs  southwest  of  Phan  Rang.  A  brief  fire 
fight  ensued,  which  resulted  In  two  VC  killed,  one  caliber  U5  pistol  and  one  AK  50 
captured.  Ch  6  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Plateau  01,  A-2tt3, 
Kontun  ft'ovlnce,  consisting  of  four  USASF,  two  VIISF,  and  150  CSF  soldiers  conducted 
a  bomb  damage  assessment  of  an  air  strike  conducted  in  support  of  a  previous  contact 
16  kUometers  south  of  Plsteau  01.  Results  were  three  VC  killed  and  six  huts 
destroyed.  On  8  Movembei>  a  bridge  security  operation  from  Camp  Kak  Seang,  A -21*5, 
Kontum  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  30  CSF  soldiers  made 
contact  with  an  estimated  seven  VC  ten  kilometers  north  of  Camp  Dak  Seang.  A  20 
minute  fire  fight  ensiied,  which  resulted  in  one  VC  killed  and  two  AK  1*7  assault 
rifle  captured.  Cn  13  November^  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Plei  Hrong, 
A-113,  Plelku  province,  consisting  of  one  VNSF  and  two  ccmpanios  of  CSF  personnel 
initiated  contact  with  an  estimated  platoon  of  NVA,  20  kilometers  northwest  of 
Floiku,  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  which  resulted  in  three  NVA  killed  and  one 
Chicom  automatic  rifle  captured.  On  ll*  November,  a  recon  patrol  frcm  Cung  Son, 
A-221,  Ihu  Yen  Province,  which  consisted  of  one  squad  of  CSF  soldiers  made  contact 
vfith  one  squad  of  VC,  17  kilometers  southwest  of  Cung  Son.  A  fire  fight  ensued 
which  re3*tlted  in  four  VC  killad,  five  Mauser  and  three  Springfield  rifles  captured, 
Oi*  15  and  16  November,  Dak  To,  A-2l*l*,  Kontum  Province,  received  an  estimated  50 
rounds  of  82nm  mortar  fire.  The  camp  inmediately  initiated  countermortar  fire  with 
unknown  results.  There  were  three  USA?  aircraft  destroyed  and  two  DSJlSP  slightly 
wounded.  On  15  November,  Mobile  Strike  Force  Company  22  (-),  which  consisted  of 
two  US/iSP,  one  Australian  and  39  MSF  soldiers  on  a  training  mission  initiated 
contact  with  two  VC.  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  *diich  resulted  in  two  VC  killed 
and  two  US  carbines  captured.  On  19  November,  Mobile  Strike  Farce  Company  26,  on 
a  search  and  destroy  operction  2l*  kUometers  southwest  of  Dak  To,  initiated  contact 
from  20  meters  with  tto^e  NVA.  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued,  which  resulted  in  three 
IIVA  killed,  two  AK  1*7  assault  rifles  end  one  SKS  rifle  captured.  On  20  November, 
a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Trang  Phuc,  A-233,  Darlac  PTovlnoe  which 
consisted  of  four  US/iSF,  four  VNSF  and  loO  CSF  soldiers  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  cmqiany  of  NVA  35  kUometers  northwest  of  Trang  Phuo.  A  fire  fight 
ensued  for  one  hour  resulting  in  NVA  killed;  one  NVA,  two  K50  sub-machine 
guns,  two  SKS  carbines  and  one  RPD  captured.  On  21  November,  a  search  and  d©sti*oy 
operaticn  trcm  Trang  Phuc,  k-23^,  Darlac  Province,  wPiich  consisted  of  four  USASF, 
four  VNSF  and  I60  CSF  soldiers  initiated  ucntact  iVom  50  meters  against  an 
estimated  platoon  of  NVA  35  kilometers  northwest  of  Trang  Phuc,  A  15  jninute  fire 
fight  ensued  wPiich  resulted  in  four  NVA  killed;  two  SKS  carbines  and  one  RFD 
captured.  On  21  November,  at  reconnaissance  patrol  from  Cung  Son,  A-221,  P^u  Yen 
Province  which  consisted  of  or4e  squad  of  CSF  soldlars  initiated  contact  from  50 
meters  on  three  VC  25  kUometers  northwest  of  Cung  Son.  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued 
result!*^  in  tPu'ee  VC  killed,  one  Mauser  rifle  captured  and  one  CSF  soldier  wounded. 
On  25  November,  a  reconnaissance  patrol  ftrota  Cung  Son,  A-221,  Phy  Yen  PTovlnoe, 
which  consisted  of  one  CRP  squad  Initiated  contact  from  25  meters  with  three  VC, 
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ton  kilometers  northeast  of  Cung  Son.  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  in  three 
VC  killed  and  one  weapon  captured.  On  27  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation 
from  Ha  Tay,  A-22J ,  Blnh  Dlnh  Province  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF,  one 
GRP  and  one  CSF  oompary  initiated  contact  from  a  distance  of  25  meters  on  an 
u;i!mown  slas  VC  unit,  five  kilometers  west  of  Ha  Tay.  A  fire  fight  ensued  resulting 
In  four  VC  killed  and  one  captured.  Friendly  losses  wore  two  CSF  soldiers  killed 
and  two  wounded.  On  30  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fran  Trang  Phuc, 
A-233>  Darlao  Province,  ambushed  an  estimated  platoon  of  NVA  from  a  distance  of  SO 
noters,  35  kilometers  northwest  of  Ban  Don.  A  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  in  two 
IVJk  killed  and  one  CSF  soldier  wounded.  On  1  December,  a  search  and  destroy  operation 
from  Riu  Tuo,  A-22U,  Phu  Bon  Province,  Initiated  contact  with  on  estimated  30  NVA 
guarding  a  rice  field,  18  kilometers  southwest  of  Fhu  Tuc.  A  brief  fire  fight 
ensued  resulting  in  two  NVA  killed  and  five  small  arms  captured.  On  L  December,  a 
jcaroh  and  destroy  operation  from  Vinh  Thanh,  A-228,  Binh  Dlnh  Provlnco,  which 
consisted  of  two  US.\SF,  one  VNSF,  and  one  CSF  company  initiated  contact  from  50 
rioters  with  tiuree  VC,  26  kilometers  northeast  of  An  Khe.  A  fire  fight  ensued 
resulting  In  two  VC  killed.  On  5  December,  a  reaction  force  from  Vlnh  Thanh,  ;.-228, 
Dinh  Dlnh  Province,  which  consisted  of  one  CRP,  was  fired  on  by  an  estimated  platoon 
of  VC,  20  kilometera  nortlrcaat  of  An  Khe.  A  fire  fight  ensued,  and  artillery  was 
called.  The  results  of  this  contact  were  one  CSF  soldier  killed,  two  wounded}  six 
7C  killed  and  five  weapons  captured.  On  6  December,  a  saturation  patrol  frem  Vinh 
Thuan,  A«228,  Binh  Dlnh  Province,  which  consisted  of  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF  platoon 
nado  contact  with  one  VC  squad  15  kllanofcers  east  of  Khe.  A  brief  fixe  fight 
ensued  resiilting  in  two  VC  killed  and  one  weapon  captured.  On  8  December,  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  from  Vinh  Thanh,  A-228,  Binh  Dinh  Provinoe,  which  consisted  of 
one  CSF  platoon  fired  at  one  VC  squad  23  kilometers  aorthoast  of  An  Khe,  A  fire 
fight  ensued  and  artillery  from  Can?]  Vinh  Thanh  fired  in  support,  the  results  of 
this  contact  were  two  VC  killed  and  two  weapons  captured.  On  12  Decejnber,  a 
saturation  patrol  Urom  Vinh  Thanh,  A-228,  Dinh  Dinh  Provdnee,  which  consisted  of 
two  VNSF  and  one  CSF  company  initiated  contact  from  $0  meters  with  an  estimated  VC 
platoon  16  klloraeters  east  of  An  Khe.  A  ten  minute  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  in 
cnc  VC  killed.  On  13  December,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  An  Lao,  A-23U, 
Darlac  Province  which  consisted  of  two  DSASF  and  one  CSF  company  Initiated  contact 
vrith  an  estimated  VC  company  20  kilometers  southeast  of  Lao  Thlen.  A  fire  fight 
ensued,  resulting  in  one  VC  killed  and  one  weapon  captured.  On  Hi  December,  a 
reconnaissance  patrol  from  Phu  Tuc,  A-22U,  Fhu  Bon  Province  which  consisted  of  one 
CSF  platoon  initiated  contact  with  one  VC  20  kilometers  southeast  of  Cheo  Reo.  This 
contact  resulted  in  one  VC  killed  and  one  rucksack  captured.  On  19  December,  a 
search  and  destroy  operation  from  Cung  Son,  A-221,  Fhu  Yen  Province,  which  consisted 
of  12  CSF  soldiers  initiated  contact  with  an  estimated  NVA  platoon  l8  kllometors 
northwest  of  Cung  Son,  A  fire  fight  ensued  which  resulted  in  three  NVA  killed  and 
four  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  20  December,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
Polol  Kleng,  A-2U1,  Kontum  Provlnco,  which  consisted  of  three  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and 
one  CSF  oongjany  initiated  contact  with  an  unknown  size  NVA  unit  25  kHometers  south¬ 
west  of  Kontum,  A  fire  fight  ensued  and  air  strikes  were  called.  The  results  of 
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this  contact  were  four  NVA  killed  and  three  weapons  captured.  On  20  Docenber^  a 
search  and  destroy  operation  from  Bu  ITang^  A-236,  Quaig  Duo  ITovlnco,  which 
consisted  of  three  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  one  CSF  company  ambushed  the  lead  element 
cf  -an  unknown  size  NVA  unit  US  kilometers  northwest  of  Nhcn  Co.  A  fire  fight  ensued 
resulting  in  four  NVA  killed.  On  21  December,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
Luong  Son,  A-837,  Btnh  Thunn  Province  which  consisted  of  one  CSF  platoon  Initiated 
contact  with  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC  3U  kilometers  west  of  Hoa  Da.  Small  arms 
fire  was  exchanged  which  resulted  in  t'lo  VC  killed  and  two  small  arme  captured. 

Cn  22  December,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Plel  Mrong,  A -113,  Fleiku 
Province,  which  consisted  of  two  VNSF  and  one  CSF  company  initiated  contact  with 
an  estimated  VC  platoon  lU  kllomsters  northwest  of  Pleiku,  Small  arms  fire  was 
exchanged  which  resulted  in  three  VC  captured.  On  22  December,  a  search  and 
Dostroj'-  operation  from  Ha  Tay,  ji-227,  Binh  Dlnh  Province  which  consisted  of  one 
CSF  platoon  Initiated  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  squad  15  kilometers  south  of 
Bong  Son,  Small  anns  fire  was  exchanged  resulting  in  one  VC  killed  and  l5 
captured.  On  2U  December,  a  reconnaissance  operation  from  Dong  Tre,  A-222,  Phu  Yen 
Province,  which  consisted  of  one  CRP  was  flrod  on  by  an  unknown  size  VC  unit  35  kllo- 
neters  northwest  of  Tuy  Hoa,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  which  resulted  in  nine 
VC  killed  and  two  small  ai'ms  oapttired.  On  28  December,  a  search  and  destroy 
eporation  from  Mang  Buk,  A-2U6,  Kontim  Province,  ambushed  an  estimated  5o  VC,  UO 
kilometers  northeast  of  Dak  To,  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  in  four  VC 
killed  and  two  small  arms  captured.  On  29  December,  Vlnh  Thanh,  A-120,  Binh  Dlnh 
Ff'ovince,  received  a  report  that  an  estimated  VC  company  was  located  15  kilometers 
north?  St  of  /Ji  Khe,  Artillery  was  fired  and  an  assessment  operation  was 
conducted,  revealing  seven  VC  klllad.  On  30  December,  a  local  security  operation 
from  Vlnh  Thanh,  A-120,  Sinh  Dlnh  Flrovince,  received,  small  arms  fire  from  an 
unknown  size  NVA  unit  22  kllomsters  northwest  of  An  Kne,  Small  arms  fire  was 
exchanged  and  artlllexy  from  camp  was  called,  the  results  of  this  contact  were  U8 
NVA  killed  and  assorted  small  arms  captured.  During  the  period  30  December  196? 
and  06  January  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/PF  units  advised  by  USASF  conducted  1,10?  operations 
and  engaged  in  21  contacts.  Enemy  losses  were  66  killodj  three  wounded;  19  VC  and 
four  VC  suspects  captured;  23  small  arms  and  four  crew  served  weapons  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  one  USASF  and  thiree  CIDG  killed;  ten  CIDG  wounded.  A  total  of 
thiree  mortar,  one  mine  and  one  booby  trap  incidents  were  reported  during  the  week. 

On  1  January,  a  aearoh  and  destroy  operation  from  Plei  Mrong,  A-113,  Phu  Yen  Province, 
consisting  of  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF  compai^  ambushed  an  estimated  battalion  of  NVA  16 
kilometers  northwest  of  Pleiku,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  and  spooky  was  on 
station.  The  results  of  this  Contact  were  h7  NVA  killed  and  two  captured.  Enemy 
eouiprient  losses  were  two  82imn  mortars,  one  bOmrn  mortar,  two  B-LO  rocket  launchers, 
five  K-50  sub-machine  guns,  two  ohilcom  automatic  rifles,  one  Russiai\  rifle  and  one 
Colt  pistol  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  thre£  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  four 
wounded.  On  U  Janijary,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fren  Phu  Tuo,  A-22lt,  Fhu  Bon 
Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  CRP  and  one  CSF  company  ambushed  an  unknown 
size  NVA  unit  18  kllcsmeters  southwest  of  Cung  Son.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged 
which  resulted  in  seven  NVA  killed  and  one  weapon  captured.  On  1*  January^  a  search 
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and  destroy  operaxlon  from  Nhoii  Co,  A-235,  Quang  Due  Province,  consisting  of  two 
US;.SF,  one  TMSF  a  one  CSF  company,  initiated  contact  with  three  VC  19  kilometers 
north  of  Nhon  Co.  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  which  resulted  in  three  VC  killed  and 
th.'ee  sm'^ll  arms  captured.  During  the  period  06  January  1968  and  13  January  1968, 
CIIj  and  RF/IT  units  advised  by  USASF  conducted  1,153  operations  and  er.gaged  in  30 
contacts,  Eneny  losses  were  W  killed,  five  captured,  three  suspects  detained  and 
11  sma'J.  arms  seized.  Friendly  losses  were  11  CSF  soldiers  killed;  two  USASF,  one 
''■doV;  :  jd  35  CSF  wounded.  Two  mortar  attacks  were  reported  during  the  week,  Cn 
6  Jatiuary,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Cung  Son,  A-221,  Fhu  Yen  Province, 
consisting  of  one  CRP  squad  ambushed  the  lead  element  of  an  estimated  two  VC 
companies  U5  kilometers  northwest  of  Ninh  Hoa,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchajigod 
resulting  in  20  NVA  kUled  and  three  captxired.  Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier 
killed^  On  9  January,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Tleu  Atar,  A-231,  Darlao 
Province,  consisting  of  five  USuiSF,  two  VNSF  and  oha  MSF  companj’’  initiated  contact 
with  an  estimated  at,piad  of  NVA  U5  kllameters  north  of  Ban  Don,  A  brief  firefight 
ensued  resulting  in  six  NVA  killed  and  two  small  arms  captured.  On  9  January,  a 
search  and  destroy  operation  from  Tieu  Atar,  A-231,  Dsrlac  Provlnoe,  consistiiig  of 
five  USilSF,  two  VNSF  and  one  MSF  COTipany  made  contact  with  on  \inknown  size  NVA  unit 
U5  kilometers  north  of  Ban  Don*  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  resulting  in  five 
NVA  killed  and  two  weapons  captured.  During  the  period  13  January  1968  and  20 
January  1968,  CIDQ  and  RF/TF  units  advised  by  USulSF  conducted  l,liU  operations  and 
engaged  in  31  contacts,  Enery  losses  were  36  killed,  one  captured,  one  wounded,  13 
small  arms  and  two  crew  served  weapons  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  two  CSF 
soldiers  killed,  two  US/iSF  and  23  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  A  total  of  iL.  mortar  attacks 
and  three  mlMng  Incidents  occurred  during  the  wiek*  On  15  January,  a  search  and 
destroy  operation  from  Tieu  Atai*,  A-231,  Darlao  Provlnoe,  consistijig  of  five  USASF, 
two  VNSF  and  one  IBF  company  initiated  contact  with  an  unknown  size  NVA  unit,  hB 
kllameters  north  of  Ban  Don,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  resulting  in  three  NVA 
kHlod  and  one  weapon  captured,  friendly  losses  were  one  USi\3F  wounded.  On  l6 
January,  a  search  and  dastroy  operation  from  Ha  Tay,  A-227,  Binh  Dinh  Province, 
consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF  company  initiated  contact  with  three 
VC  occupying  an  observation  post,  nine  kilometers  northeast  of  Qul  Nhon.  A  brief 
firefight  ensued  resulting  in  three  VC  killed  and  one  automatic  rifle  captured.  On 
17  January,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Tan  Rai,  A-232,  Lam  Dong  province, 
consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  CRP  and  one  CSF  cor^iany  initiated  contact  with  two  VC, 

13  kilometera  west  of  Di  Linh,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  resulting  in  two  VC 
kHlec  and  two  carbines  captured.  On  17  January,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
Trang  Fhua,  A-233,  Darlao  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF 
company  initiated  contact  with  an  estimated  company  of  NVA,  30  kilometers  northwest 
of  Ban  Don.  A  fire  fight  ensued  and  the  NVA  employed  B-UO  rocket  laimohers  and 
mortars  causing  the  CSF  to  break  contact  and  withdraw.  The  results  of  this  contact 
were  five  NVA  killed  and  eight  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  20  January,  Camp  Ben  Het, 
Kontum  Provlnoe,  came  \uider  mortar  and  ground  attack.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  were 
called  on  suspected  eneny  locations.  The  following  morning  a  search  of  the  area 
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re-/ealed  11  NVA  killed,  one  wounded  KVA  captured  and  three  enen;y  weapons  recovered. 
During  the  period  20  January  and  27  January  1968,  CUD  and  RF/PF  units  advised  by 
USASF  conducted  1,082  operations  and  engaged  In  27  contacts  during  the  week,  Eneny 
1(  sses  were  29  killed,  four  captui'ed,  one  suspect  detained  and  ten  weapons  captured# 
i'Viendly  losses  were  four  CSF  soldiers  killed,  one  VHSF  and  2''.  soldiers  wounded.  Two 
SMall  arms  were  lost,  a  total  of  ten  mortar  attacks  and  two  booby  tiap  incidents  were 
reported.  On  22  January,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Due  Lap,  A-239,  Quang 
Duo  Province,  which  consisted  of  four  IKASF,  two  VWSF  and  one  CSF  company  initiated 
contact  with  an  estlmatod  VC  platoon  20  kilometers  southeast  of  Due  Lap,  A  brief  fire 
fight  ensued  which  resulted  in  two  VC  captured.  On  25  Januarjj  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  Buon  Blech,  A-238,  Phu  Bon  ft’ovince,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  ono 
VJSF  and  one  CSF  company  made  contact  with  four  VC  h5  kilometers  northeast  of  Ban  Me 
ihuot.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  and  resulted  In  one  VC  killed  and  one  captured^ 
Cti  26  Jaimaiy,  &  reconnaissance  patrol  from  Ha  Tay,  A-227,  Binh  Dinh  Province,  which 
consisted  of  one  CRP  initiated  contact  with  an  unknown  size  VC  unit  13  kilojneters 
southwest  of  Bong  Son,  A  fire  fight  ensued  and  resulted  in  two  VC  killed  and  one 
11-16  rifle  captured.  On  26  January, a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Nhon  Co, 
A-235,  Quang  Due  FTovinoe,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF  company 
initiated  contact  with  two  VC  20  kilometers  south  of  Bu  irang.  Small  arms  fire  was 
exchanged  which  resulted  in  two  weapons  captvired.  Camp  Ben  Het,  Kontum  Province 
came  under  mixed  mortar  and  recoiless  rifle  attack  ton  times  d'uring  the  week;  a  total 
of  1U5  rounds  were  received.  On  each  occasion  Ben  Het  employed  counteimortar  fire, 

Ihe  results  ware  three  NVA  :<illed,  three  MSF  soldiers  kUlod,  six  I-BF  and  four  CSF 
soldiers  wounded.  During  the  period  27  January  and  03  February  1968,  CUD  and  Rf/PF 
units  advised  by  USASF  conducted  8h6  operations  and  engaged  in  35  contacts  during 
the  week.  Enemy  losses  were  1.35  killed,  two  wounded, ten  captured  and  22  weapons 
captured.  Friendly  losses  wci-e  throe  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  19  CSF  killed.  Wounded 
iaring  the  week  were  32  USASF,  three  VHSF  and  6o  CSF  soldiers,  A  total  of  22  mortar 
and  rocket  attacks  were  conducted  against  USASF  Installations  during  the  reporting 
period.  On  30  January,  a  sweep  operation  from  Pleiku,  Company  B,  Pleiku  Province, 
which  consisted  of  MSF  elements  encountered  heavy  resistance  while  attempting  to 
clear  the  eneny  positioned  in  the  downtown  area  of  Pleiku  City.  A  heavy  volume  of 
fire  was  exchanged;  and  the  KSF  withdrew  to  call  in  gun  ships.  Enemy  activity  was 
Quiet  during  the  night,  and  MSF  elements  maintained  a  cordon  around  the  city.  The 
next  morning  an  assessment  of  the  contact  area  revealed  that  ii9  enemy  had  been 
killed.  On  30  January,  a  reaction  force  consisting  of  one  CSF  company  ficom  Cung  Son, 
A-221,  Riu  Ion  Province,  and  one  DSF  company  ftrom  Fhu  Tuc,  A-22L,  Riu  Bon  Rrovince, 
conducted  an  assault  on  a  fortified  position  in  tho  Qul  Nhon  railway  yard.  Heavy 
small  arras  fire  was  received.  The  CSF  withdrew  to  a  covered  position  and  took  the 
enemy  'nder  fire  with  reooiUess  rifles.  The  CSF  again  assaulted  the  position  and 
one  weapon  captured.  Friendly  losses  were;  three  USASF  and  three  CSF  wounded.  On 
30  January,  mortar,  roctet  and  small  arms  attacks  cenmenced  in  the  city  of  Ban  Me 
Thuot,  Detachment  B-23  reported  only  light  small  arms  fire  received  in  their 
compound.  During  tho  period  30  January  thru  2  February,  Kontum,  Detachment  3~2i;, 
Kontum  frovlnoo,  reported  numerous  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  aocooQsaniod  by 
compoiw  size  ground  probes.  In  several  Instances  the  anony  penetrated  the  perimeter 
of  B-24*3  oempound,  but  were  quickly  repelled  by  supportii^g  gun  ships, 
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(c)  in  CTZi  Ducing  the  period  29  October  thru  2  November, 

Log  Ninh,  A-331,  Blnh  Long  Rrovlnoe  came  undor  heavy  ground  and  mortar  attack.  On 
29  October  at  0125  hours,  heavy  mortar,  amall  arms  and  .50  caliber  machine  gun 
suppressing  fire  was  placed  on  the  camp  in  support  of  an  estimated  two  battalion 
attack  on  the  RF/PF  district  compound.  At  06U5  hours.  Camp  Loo  Ninh  launched  a 
Camp  Strike  Force  oonpaiy  operation  to  relievo  tho  district  compound.  At  1000 
hours,  a  reinforced  infantry  battalion  of  the  1st  US  Infantry  Division  was  cotnmitted 
to  assist  In  the  clearing  of  the  district  ccnpound,  and  the  final  contact  was 
broken  at  1150  hours.  On  31  October  at  OOkS  hours.  Dot  A-331,  the  district  head¬ 
quarters,  and  elements  of  the  Ist  US  Infantry  Division  at  Loc  NlrJi  came  under  heavy 
mortar  suid  rocket  attack.  At  0100  hours,  small  arms  fire  Increased  in  a  coordinated 
attack  on  all  three  friendly  locations.  At  011*5  hours,  the  joint  employment  of  fire 
from  aU  three  locations  suppressed  the  attack.  Sporadic  small  aims  fire  was 
received  untll'o5l5  hours  when  another  coordinated  attack  conrenced  on  all  three 
friendly  unit  locations.  The  friendly  elements  Jointly  returned  fire  and  at  0730 
hours,  tl»  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew.  On  2  November  at  001*5  hours,  all  three 
unit  locations  again  began  receiving  heavy  mortar  and  small  arms  fire.  Between 
0130  end  0600  hours,  the  enemy  force,  estimated  at  tnree  battalions,  probably  of 
the  273d  Raglnnient,  made  repeated  atteopts  to  mass  their  troops  and  assault  friendly 
poaitiona.  The  effective  use  of  light  fire  teams,  flare  ships,  tactical  air  and 
friendly  ground  units  broke  the  attack.  At  0600  hours  the  enemy  broke  contact  and 
withdrewi  During  the  three  attacks,  Conp  Loc  Ninh  received  21*  rounds  of  I22nm 
rocket  fire,  22  rounds  of  120Dm  mortar,  370  rounds  of  82ii«n  mortar,  50  B-1*0  rockets 
and  50  PRG-7  rockets.  As  a  result  of  all  three  attacks,  ei^t  CIDO  were  kiUedj  four 
USASF  and  68  CIDG  were  wounded;  181*  VC  were  killed.  In  addition,  95  VC  were  killed 
which  were  not  accredited  to  USASF,  VNSF  or  CIDG.  Four  small  arms,  five  crew  served 
weapons,  ten  RPG-7  rockets,  20  B-1*0  rockets,  50  hand  grenades  and  assorted  munitions 
were  captured.  On  5  November,  Camp  Chien  Thang  I,  A-302,  and  Camp  Chicn  Thang  II, 

3-36,  Phuoc  Tuy  Province,  received  a  total  of  nine  60ram  mortar  rounds.  There  were  no 
damages  or  casualties  at  either  camp.  On  9  November,  Hon  Quan,  B-33*  Tong  Chon, 
A-33lI>  Blnh  Long  Province;  and  Bunard,  A-31*l*,  Phuoc  Long  Province  came  \inder  mortar 
and  rocket  attacks.  Hon  Quan  received  a  total  of  200  rounds  of  62nm  mortar  and  rocket 
fire,  20  of  which  landed  in  the  sector  headquartersc  Tong  Le  Chon  received  a  total 
of  33  rounds  of  82mm  moit.ar  during  two  attacks  in  which  two  Camp  Strike  Force  pjcrsonnel 
were  wounded.  Bunard  received  10  rounds  of  60mm  and  Slmm  mortar  which  landed  south 
of  the  camp  perimeter.  All  three  camps  fired  defensive  concentrations  and  counter 
mortar  fire.  Air  support  which  consisted  of  light  fire  teams,  AC-1*7  gtmships  and  TAC 
Air  caused  the  eneny  to  break  contact  and  withdraw.  On  H*  November,  Loc  Ninh,  A-331> 
Blnh  Long  Province,  received  several  82inm  mortar  rounds  from  an  unknown  eneny  force. 

The  camp  responded  with  105mn  artillery  defensive  concentrations  and  Slum  countex’- 
raortar  fires,  *.rtiich  caused  the  enemy  to  break  and  withdraw.  On  15  Novanber,  I«c  Nlni’ 
again  received  82aim  mortar  rounds  and  one  D-1*0  rocket.  The  camp  responded  with 
defensive  concentrations  and  countermortar  fire,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  contact, 
and  withdraw.  The  caup  suffered  no  casualties  during  both  attacks.  On  l6  Novcnibei , 
Tong  Le  Chon,  A-331*,  Blnh  Long  Province,  received  approximately  50  82iniii  mortar  round: 
from  an  unknown  else  VC  force.  All  oieniy  rounds  landed  in  the  outer  defensive  wlie. 
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Tbe  camp  responded  with  lOjmm  and  17?nn  defensive  concentrations  and  called  light  fire 
teams  in  support,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  and  withdraw.  Tl»re  were  no  friendly 
caeualties  resulting  from  the  attack.  On  IS  Noveniber,  a  forward  element  of  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  from  Bu  Dop,  A-3U1,  Phuoc  Long  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF, 
one  VNSF  and  100  camp  strike  force  personnel,  sighted  an  NVA  con^jony,  wearing  khaki 
unlfoms,  in  bunkers,  In  the  vicinity  of  Bu  Dop.  The  friendly  element  deployed,  and 
assaulted  the  enemy  positions,  opening  fire  from  a  distance  of  $0  ncters.  The  enemy 
returned  fire  and  due  to  their  superior  firepower,  caused  the  friendly  unit  to  break 
contact  and  withdraw.  After  regrouping,  ths  friendly  unit  called  alrstrikes  on  the 
enemy  position.  At  the  completion  of  the  alrstrikes,  the  enemy  flanked  the  friendly 
unit  and  opened  fire.  The  friendly  unit  returned  fire  but  agal.i  had  to  break  contact 
and  withdraw.  Results  of  this  contact  were  one  camp  strike  force  soldier  killed,  two 
wounded,  art  two  weapons  lost.  Enemy  losses  were  four  killed  and  one  wounded.  On 
25  Novanber  a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  Hau  Nghia  Provlnco  which  consisted  of 
three  USASF  and  157  Mobile  Strike  Force  personnel  made  contact  with  an  estimated  25 
TO  armed  with  automatic  and  semi  automatic  weapons  10  kilometers  west  of  Due  Hoa. 

The  VC  wore  hiding  in  houses  anl  directed  sniper  fire  on  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  at 
a  distance  of  300  meters.  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  assaulted  the  VC  positions.  A 
brief  fire  fight  ensued,  which  resulted  In  nine  VC  killed,  13  captured,  three  sampans 
and  two  houses  destroyed.  On  26  November,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fren  Tra  Cu, 
A -352,  Hau  Nghia  Province,  was  engaged  by  a  platoon  of  VC  eight  kilometers  west  of 
Due  Hoa.  A  two  hour  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  In  three  Clltt  killed,  one  woxinded, 

16  VC  killed  and  two  weapons  captured.  On  26  November,  a  company  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  Bu  Dop,  A~3Ul,  Phuoc  Long  Province,  was  engaged  by  an  estimated  company 
of  VC,  20  kilometers  northwest  of  Song  Be«  A  90  minute  fire  fight  ensued  which 
resulted  in  one  USASF,  four  CIDO  wounded}  two  VC  killed.  During  the  period  27  to  29 
November,  a  coitpany  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Bu  Dop,  A-3U1,  reinforced  by  one 
company  from  Dong  Xoai,  A»3U2,  and  one  company  from  Due  Phong,  A-3U3»  Phuoc  Long 
Province,  operating  10  kilometers  nortlarest  of  Song  Be,  were  engaged  by  numerically 
superior  NVA  forces.  The  friendly  units  were  emit  mnneu^red  ca\:sing  them  to  split. 
Results  were  one  USASF,  nine  CIDG  killed]  three  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  20  ClDG  wounded} 
one  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  32  CIDO  missing}  and  32  weapons  lost.  On  30  Novanber, 
friendly  elements  were  sent  out  to  attampt  to  relocate  tiie  mlsslrg  personnel.  On 
27  Novanber,  a  company  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Bunard,  A-3U*,  Phuoc  Long 
Province,  was  ambushed  by  a  conpany  of  VC,  23  kilometers  southeast  of  Song  Be.  A 
20  minute  fire  fight  ensued  resulting  in  one  USASF,  one  CIDO  killed}  one  VNSF  and 
one  CIDO  wounded)  l5  VC  killed.  On  28  November,  a  company  search  aid  deetroy 
oparatlon  from  Tra  Cu,  A-352,  Hau  Nghia  Province,  was  engaged  by  an  estimated 
platoon  of  VC,  IS  kllameters  west  of  Due  Hoa,  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued  which 
resulted  in  four  VC  killed,  one  VC  and  two  weapons  captured.  On  29  Novaober,  a 
Mobile  Strike  Force  conpany  search  and  destroy  operation  supporting  Due  Hoa,  B-3S» 

Hau  Nghia  Provlno®',  was  engaged  by  one  squad  of  VC,  30  miles  northwest  of  Due  Hoa, 

A  Li5  minute  fire  fight  ensued,  resulting  in  one  CIDG  wounded}  five  VC  killed.  On 
29  November,  Bu  Dop,  A-3U1,  Phuoc  Long  Province,  received  an  estimated  15-I22miii 
rocket  rounds  in  coiijunction  with  the  attack  on  Do  Due  District  Headquarters. 

Rocket  fire  was  inaccurate  and  caused  no  domage  or  casualties  to  the  comp. 
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From  2  to  8  December,  Camp  Bu  Dop,  A-3lil,  Phuoc  Long  Pi’ovlnce,  received  approximately 
130  r.ortar  rounds  and  12  rocket  rounds,  resulting  in  11  USASF  and  nine  camp  strike 
force  soldiers  ununded;  USASF  living  quarters,  oommunlcations  and  ammunition  storage 
facilities  destroyed  and  two  iSSma  hctfitzers  damaged^  From  3  to  7  December,  CdJiips 
Tral  Bl,  A-323,  Tay  Nlnh  Province}  Hon  Quan,  D-33,  31nh  Long  Province}  Tong  Le  Chon, 
A-33I*,  Tay  Ninh  Province}  Song  Be,  B-31i,  Phuoc  Long  Province  and  Bunard,  A-3Ui, 

Phuoc  Long  Province  received  light  mortar,  rocket  or  small  arms  fire,  resulting  in 
negative  damage  or  casualties  r  On  5  December,  Camp  Pi  o'..  Kick,  A-322,  Tay  Nlnh 
Province,  received  12  mortar  rounds,  one  rifle  grenade  and  snail  aims  fixe  idiich 
resulted  in  one  VNSF  and  throe  camp  strike  force  soldiers  vcvnded.  On  6  December, 

Camp  Due  Hue,  A-3SIA,  Hau  Nghla  Province,  received  20  mortar  rounds  resulting  in 
one  camp  strike  force  soldier  killed}  one  USASF  and  one  camp  strike  force  soldier 
v.'ounded.  On  6  December,  Camp  Tong  Le  Chon,  A-llili,  Tay  Ninh  Province,  came  under 
ground  attack  by  an  unknown  site  VC  force.  The  enemy  triggerca  trip  flares  while 
attempting  to  cut  through  the  defensive  wire.  The  camr>  strike  force  Immediately 
opened  fire  with  small  arms,  mortar  and  artillery,  and  called  light  fire  teams  in 
support,  causing  the  enemy  force  to  break  oontact  and  withdraw.  Results  of  this 
attack  Were  negative  friendly  and  unknown  enesy  Ccisualtles.  On  8  December,  mobile 
strike  force  elements  from  Lonh  Hal,  A-302,  Phuoc  Tuy  Province,  operating  35 
kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Nlnh,  Tay  Nlnh  Province,  ware  ambushed  by  an  estimated 
platoon  of  VC  from  a  distance  of  23  meters.  The  friendly  elements  returned  fire  and 
called  FAC  and  light  fire  teams  in  support,  causing  the  enemy  force  to  break  contact 
and  withdraw.  Results  of  this  action  were  one  mobile  strike  force  soldier  killed 
and  13  mobile  strike  force  soldiers  wounded.  Enemy  casualties  are  unknown.  During 
the  week  of  9  thru  I6  December,  elements  of  Det  A-323,  with  one  attached  US  engineer 
company  and  three  attached  Mobile  Strike  Force  companies  establishing  a  new  camp  at 
Thlen  Ngon,  33  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  Province,  were  continuousli'  engaged 
by  squad,  platoon  and  company  size  VC  units,  culminating  in  a  200  round  mortar 
attack,  foUewed  by  a  'oattalion  size  ground  attack.  The  new  camp  site  received  an 
estimated  330  rounds  of  mortar  and  30  rockets  during  the  week.  Results  were  one  CSF 
soldier  killed}  one  USASF,  nine  US  engineers  and  h5  CSF  soldiers  wounded,  Eneny 
losses  were  two  killed.  On  15  December,  Camp  Due  Hue,  Detachnent  A-351A,  Hau  Nghla 
Province,  30  kilometers  northwest  of  Due  Hoa,  received  an  estimated  30  to  50  rounds 
of  mixed  mortar  and  recoilless  rifle,  resulting  in  one  CSF  soldier  wounded.  Also  on 
15  Decanber,  a  company  size  search  and  destroy  operation  froii  Samp  Due  Hue,  operating 
west  of  the  camp  and  approximately  three  kilometers  from  the  fa'toodian  border,  made 
contact  with  an  estimated  two  battalions  of  VC.  Air  Force  al  craft  and  Army  gunships 
were  Immediately  on  station  to  support  them.  Three  CSF  corqjanies  from  adjacent  USASF 
camps  wore  helillfted  into  the  area  to  reinforce  the  friendly  element  in  contact. 

After  link-up,  the  friendly  elements  assaulted  the  enemy  who  were  in  defense  positions 
The  friendly  force  continued  to  assault  the  enemy  until  dark,  at  which  time  they  wer; 
ordered  to  break  contact  due  to  their  inability  to  maintain  conf  nulty  of  the  attack 
during  darkness.  The  friendly  forces  began  to  withdraw  east  towaru  camp  Due  Hue  wit’! 
the  enemy  in  pursuit,  Amy  gunships  supported  the  withdrawal.  Results  of  this  acti'T. 
were  one  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  28  CSF  soldiers  killed;  one  VNSF  and  22  CSF  soldiers 
ivoundedj  U9  CSF  soldiers  missing}  3  radios,  2  crew  served  and  6L  individual  weapons 
lost.  Enemy  losses  were  IL  killed.  An  estijiated  50  VC  were  killed  (US  estimate  by 
air).  On  17  December,  elements  from  camps  Hlep  Hoa,  Det  A-351  and  Tra  Cu,  Det  A-352 
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Hau  Nghla  Pro^  Jice,  while  conducting  a  cnrrpaiy  aize  Joint  aearch  and  destroy  operat- 
ion>  made  contact  with  a  VC  con^ai^y,  17  kilciseters  northmst  of  Due  Hoa,  Hau  Nghla 
Province.  The  friendly  elements  aurrounded  the  eneny  and  with  the  use  of  well 
coordinated  firepower,  maneuver  and  Tactical  Air  support,  killed  1*2  of  the  enemy 
and  captured  1*  individual,  two  crew  served  weapons,  numerous  items  of  supplies, 
munitions  and  web  equipment.  Friendly  losses  during  this  engagement  were  two  camp 
strike  force  soldiers  killed  and  12  wotaided.  During  the  week  of  l6  -  23  December 
Cuip  Thien  Ngon,  Detachnent  A-323*  Tsy  Nlnh  Province,  engaged  In  19  contacts 
consisting  of  camp  probes,  mortar  and  ground  attacks.  During  the  week,  the  camp 
received  approximately  600  roiuKls  of  mixed  mortar  and  rocket  and  an  undetermined 
number  of  rifle  grenades.  Friendly  casualties  during  the  week  were  one  Oaop  Strtka 
Force  soldier  killed  and  51i  wounded.  Eneny  casualties  are  unknown.  On  18  December, 
Camp  Trai  Bl,  Detachment  A-323,  Tay  Ninh  Province  was  officially  closed.  Assets 
fresn  Camp  Tjral  Bl  have  been  moved  to  Thien  Ngon.  On  21*  jjeceitber,  12  CSF  soldiers 
from  Camp  Due  Hue,  A-351  (A),  Hau  Nghla  Province,  who  were  part  of  1*9  personnel 
missing  in  action  on  15  December,  returzksd  to  Camp  Due  Hue  after  being  released  by 
the  VC,  Four  personnel  required  medical  treatment  and  were  niedevaced.  The  remainder 
of  the  personnel  were  taken  to  Camp  Due  Hoa,  Detachnent  B-35,  Hau  Bghia  Province,  to 
be  debriefed.  On  28  December,  a  12  man  team  fTon  Camp  Long  Hai,  Detachment  B-36, 

Phuoe  Tuy  Province,  on  a  training  mission,  operating  from  an  FOB  in  Tay  Nlnh  I^vlnce, 
were  inserted  Into  an  area  approximately  23  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City, 

Toy  Ninh  F^vlnce.  Immediately  after  insertion,  the  team  was  engaged  by  an  unknown 
number  of  VC*  A  fire  fight  ensued  after  which  the  enemy  bwke  contact  and  withdrew. 

The  team  was  extracted  from  the  area  of  contact  shortly  thereafter.  Results  were 
six  USASF  personnel  slightly  wounded^  Eleven  VC  were  killed,  two  Individual  weapons 
and  miscellaneous  equipment  were  captured.  On  30  December,  a  company'  size  reaction 
force  from  Canp  Tra  Cu,  A“352,  Hau  Nghla  Province,  was  Inserted  Into  an  area 
approximately  27  Iciloeneters  west  of  Due  Hoa,  in  response  to  an  eneny  sighting  reported 
by  a  FAC  aircraft.  The  friendly  force  was  engaged  by  a  platoon  of  VC,  dug  In  bunkers 
and  foxholes.  A  75  minute  fire  fight  ensued,  c\*lminatlng  In  an  assault  on  eneny 
positions,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  contact  an)  withdraw  west.  Resiilts  were  four 
VC  killed,  two  individual  weapons,  one  claymore  mine,  seven  hand  grenades  and 
misoellaneoue  webbing,  equipment  and  munitions  captured.  During  the  period  30 
December  1967  and  6  January  1968,  CIDQ  and  B2/PF  advised  by  USASF  conducted  176 
operations  and  engaged  in  15  contacts.  Eneny  losses  were  one  killed,  one  wounded, 
one  captured  and  four  suspects  detained;  one  weapon  and  300  pounds  of  salt  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier  killed;  one  USASF  and  seven  CSF  soldiers 
wounded;  one  weapon  lost.  On  1  January,  an  estimated  VC  squad  attacked  a  security 
outpost  from  Camp  Tay  Nlnh,  Detachment  B-32,  Tay  Nlnh  Province.  A  brief  lire  fight 
ensued  resulting  in  ono  CSF  soldier  killed  end  one  VC  wounded,  as  evidenced  by 
heavy  blood  trails  found  in  the  area.  On  1  January,  Camp  Itiien  Ngon,  Detachment  A-323, 
Tay  Nlnh  Province,  sustained  two  brief  mortar  attacks  and  one  rifle  grenade  attack 
which  resulted  In  one  USASF  and  four  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  The  can^)  received  a  total 
of  22  mortar  rounds  and  an  undetermined  number  of  rifle  grenades.  On  2  January,  an 
estimated  VC  squad  opened  fire  on  a  oomp&ay  size  search  and  destrey  operation  from 
Can?)  Ben  Sol,  Detachment  A-321,  13  kilcroeters  south  o).’  Tay  Nlnh,  Toy  Ninh  Province. 
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A  brief  fire  fight  ensued,  after  which  the  enemy  broke  contact.  One  VC  wad  killed 
and  four  suspects  were  detained.  On  6  January^  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
Camp  Loo  Ninh,  A-331»  Blnh  Long  Province,  made  contact  with  a  reinforced  VC  company 
j  16  kilometers  northwest  of  Hon  Quan,  A  fire  fight  ensued  which  resulted  in  two 
I  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  Seventeen  VC  were  killed  but  were  not  credited  to  Camp  Loc 
;.lnh.  During  the  period  6  January  thru  13  Janiiary  1968^  CIDG  and  RF/FF  units, 
advised  by  USASF  conducted  165  operations  and  engaged  in  26  contacts.  Enemy  losses 
I  wcro  two  USASF,  one  CSF  and  seven  MSF  soldiers  killed,  two  USASF,  six  CSF  and  36 

;  i'lSF  soldiers  wounded}  10  MSF  soldiers  mlssli^g  in  action.  On  9  January,  a  Joint 

{  operation  consisting  of  a  CSF  company  from  Camp  Tong  Le  Chon,  Detachment  A-33U,  Tay 
I  Ninh  Province,  and  elements  of  the  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  were  ambushed  32 

I  kilometers  northeast  of  Tay  Nlnh  by  an  unknown  size  VC  force,  with  RPG*s  from  a 

I  distance  of  50  meters.  The  Uth  Armored  Calvary  Regiment  made  a  mounted  assault  on 
I  the  eneny  positions  while  the  A-33U  elements  provided  a  base  of  fire.  The  enemy 
I  broke  contact  and  withdrew.  Results  were  one  USASF  killed  and  two  CSF  soldiers 
I  wounded.  On  10  January,  a  company  size  search  and  destroy  operation  fron  Due  Hue, 

I  Dotachnent  A-35l»  Hau  Nghla  Province,  spotted  100  VC  suspects,  22  kilometers  north- 
I  west  of  Due  Hoa.  The  srispocts  split  up  and  fled  in  all  directions.  The  majority 

I  fleeing  across  the  Cambodian  border,  U7  suspects  were  detained.  Two  identified  as 

I  ARVN  deserters.  On  U  January,  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  Detachment  A-323,  Tay  Nlnh  Province 

[  received  20  82rnm  mortar  rounds.  On  12  January,  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  received  15,  62mm 

}  mortar  rounds.  Doth  attacks  were  initiated  from  2,000  meters  northwest  of  the  camp. 
Results  were  three  US  engineers  and  six  MSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  11  January,  a  MSF 
search  and  destroy  operation,  consisting  of  six  USASF  and  250  MSF  soldiers, 
operating  from  Camp  Tay  Ninh  Detachment  B-32,  Tay  Nlnh  Province,  were  engaged  by  an 
'  estimated  VC  company,  liO  kilometers  north  of  Tay  Ninh,  The  friendly  element  called 
artillery  on  the  eneny,  then  assaulted  their  positions,  causing  the  enemy  to  break 
I  contact  and  withdraw.  Five  minutes  later,  the  enemy  estimated  to  be  at  battalion 
j  strength,  engaged  the  friendly  element  from  the  north,  east  and  west.  The  friendly 
!  element  called  artillery  on  the  enemy,  again  causing  them  to  break  contact  and 

[  withdraw.  The  operation  began  to  move  toward  an  LZ  approximately  two  kilometers 

(  west  of  the  area  of  contact  when  they  were  hit  again.  The  friendly  elements  secured 
1  the  12  and  at  1830  hours  the  contact  was  broken  by  the  enemy,  and  friendly  forces 

!  were  extracted.  Results  were  one  USASF  and  seven  MSF  soldiers  killed}  two  USASF  and 

30  MSF  soldiers  wounded;  10  MSF  soldiers  were  reported  missing  In  action.  Enery 
casualties  are  unknown.  On  12  Jenuary,  a  company  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
i  Camp  Tra  Cu,  Detachment  A-352,  Hau  Nghla  Province,  was  engaged  by  an  estimated  VC 
'  ;  squad,  with  autonatlc  weapons  frem  a  distance  of  200  meters,  25  kilometers  west  of 

j  Due  Hoa,  Hau  Nghia  Province,  Friendly  forces  counterattacked,  causing  the  enemy  to 

I  break  contact  and  withdraw.  Results  were  two  VC  killed  and  two  AK-i;7  rifles 

!  captured.  During  the  period  13  January  1968  and  20  January  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/PF 

I  units,  advised  by  USASF  conducted  162  operations  and  engaged  in  23  contacts.  Enemy 

I  losses  were  12  killed  and  one  suspect  detained.  Enany  equipment  losses  were  seven 

I  small  arms,  two  CBU,  one  radio,  one  kilogram  of  documents,  assarted  munitions  ajid 
i  webbing  captured;  ono  sampan  destroyed.  Friendly  losses  were  seven  CSF  soldiers 

i  wcunded.  No  weapons  were  lost  by  friendly  forces  during  the  week.  On  15  January, 
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a  company  size  search  and  destroy  operation  from  C'Tnp  Tra  Cu,  Detachment  A-352, 

Hau  I'ghla  Province,  assaulted  an  estimated  VC  platoon  approxlnately  13  kilometers 
west  of  Due  Hoa,  The  enemy  did  not  return  fire  and  Immediately  broke  contact  ard 
wit  hdrew  northvest.  Results  were  one  VC  killed  one  small  arm  and  two  CDU's  captured, 

'On  16  Jani;ary,  a  company  size  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Tra  Cu, 

Detechment  A--352,  ambushed  an  estimated  VC  squad.  The  VC  were  moving  across  the  Song 
V’;i:i  Co  Dong  River  In  sampans,  approximately  10  kilometers  west  of  Due  Hoa.  The 
e  i^my  broke  contact  and  withdrew  In  an  unknown  direction.  Results  were  four  VC 
;  llled  and  one  sampan  destroyed.  It  was  estimated  that  two  small  arms  and  approximate-- 
:y  20  grenades  were  lost  in  the  river  by  the  enemy.  On  19  January,  a  compary  size 
fcarch  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Ben  Sol,  Detachment  A-321,  Tay  Nlnh  Province, 

22  kilometers  west  of  T^  Nlnh,  opened  fire  on  an  estimated  VC  platoon  supplying  a 
base  camp  which  had  facilities  for  a  platoon  size  medical  unit.  The  eneny  returned 
fire  then  broke  contact  and  withdrew  northwest.  Results  were  two  CSF  soldiers 
wouiided,  five  VC  killed,  three  small  arms,  one  radio,  one  kilogram  of  documents, 
assorted  webbing  equipment  and  ajimmitlon  captured.  During  the  period  20  January 
1968  thru  27  Janviary  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/PF  units  advised  by  USjiSF  conducted  H2 
oocratlons  and  engaged  in  30  contacts.  During  this  period  eneny  losses  were  one  VC 
killed,  two  wounded  and  six  suspects  detained.  Two  sampans,  3»200  pounds  of  rice, 
one  bridge  and  one  mine  destroyed.  Twenty  bags  of  tear  gas,  506  pounds  of  rice,  one 
sampan  motor,  two  aiming  stakes,  M-16  ammunition  and  one  kilogram  of  docxmients 
captured.  Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier  killed}  two  US.iSF,  seven  MSF  soldldrs, 
ll:  CSF  soldiers  cuid  three  RF/IT  soldiers  wounded.  No  weapons  were  lost.  On  22  January, 
p.  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Bunard,  A-31ih,  Phuoc  Long  Province,  which 
consisted  of  two  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  one  CSF  company  was  ambushed  by  an  estimated  VC 
platoon  28  kilometers  south  st  of  Song  Be,  Friendly  forces  deployed  and  assaulted 

the  enemy  positions,  A  ten  minute  fire  fight  ensued,  then  the  enemy  broke  contact 
and  withdrew  east  with  friendly  forces  in  pursuit.  Contact  with  the  eneny  was  not 
regained.  Results  were  one  USASF  and  three  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  23  January,  a 
search  and  destroy  operation  from  Can^)  Den  Sol,  A-321,  Tay  NlxJi  Province,  which 
consisted  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF  and  two  CSF  companies  were  engaged  by  two  VC  squads 

23  kilcneters  southeast  of  Tay  Ninh,  A  brief  fire  fight  ensued.  The  enemy  broke  • 
contact  and  withdrew  west.  Results  were  one  CSF  soldier  killed  and  two  CSF  soldiers 
v'ounded.  On  23  January,  a  RF/7F  outpost  22  kilometers  southeast  of  Song  De,  Phuoc 
Long  Province,  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  VC  sqiuid.  Camp  Dunar<^  A-3i:l*,  supported 
the  outpost  with  mortar  and  artillery  fire  - sort  out  a  reaction  force  which 
reached  the  area  of  contact  after  the  eneny  had  withdrawn.  Results  were  three  RF/PF 
soldiers  wounded.  On  26  January,  a  aearch  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Thien  Ngoi^ 
A'-323»  Tay  Nlnh  Province,  which  consisted  of  three  IBASF,  pne  VNSF  and  111*  MSF 
soldiers  were  ambushed  by  an  estimated  VC  squad  38  kilometers  nortJiwest  of  Tay  Nlnh, 

A  15  minute  fire  fight  ensued,  then  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew  west. 

Results  were  one  VC  killed  and  three  MSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  27  January, a  search 
and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Trang  Sup,  A-301,  Tay  Nlnh  Province,  which  consisted 
of  six  VNSF,  two  CSF  companies,  one  MSF  company  aixi  one  platoon  of  APC's  engaged  an 
estimated  VC  company  eight  kilometers  northeast  of  Tay  Nlnh,  A  two  hour  fire  fight 
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ensued,  then  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew  Into  a  large  cave.  Results  were 
four  CSF  and  four  HSF  soldiers  wounded.  During  tha  period  27  January  1966  thru  3 
February  1966,  CIDO  and  RF/?F  units  advised  by  tBASF  conducted  7U  operations  and 
engaged  in  39  contects.  Enei^y  losses  were  sloe  7C  killed,  two  wounded  and  two 
suspects  detained.  Enemy  weapons  and  equipment  captured  were  five  small  arms,  three 
crow  served  weapons,  six  rockets  and  one  Chlcom  grenade.  Friendly  losses  were  two 
RF/iT  soldiers  fcHledj  two  OSASF,  one  VISF,  I6  CSF  and  three  RF/IT  soldiers  wou.  ..ed. 
Friondly  losses  were  nlna  small  arms,  one  PRC-2S  radio,  three  HT-1  radios  and  nine 
syrettes  of  morphine.  On  31  Januar}^  elements  of  the  27t|th  MK  VC  Battalion  launched  a 
122inra  rocket  and  6Ctara  mortar  attack  on  Co  A,  Detachnent  C3,  Dlen  Hoa,  Bien  Hoa 
Province.  A  total  of  three  rockets  and  12  mertar  rounds  impacted  in  and  around  the 
compound  which  resulted  in  one  USASF  wounded  and  caused  minor  dam'ge  to  the  company 
headquarters  building.  On  31  January^  ARV14  and  CSF  elements  from  amp  Due  Hoa, 
Detachnent  B35,  Hau  Nghla  Province,  trapped  an  estimated  VC  plate  n  in  the  Due  Hoa 
market  place.  All  exits  from  the  market  place  were  sealed  off  by  friendly  forces 
and  contact  was  maintained  throughout  the  day.  Results  were  six  VC  killed  and  two 
captured.  Five  small  arms,  three  crew  served  weapons  and  six  roctets  were  captured. 

On  1  February  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  Detachment  A-323,  Tay  Nlnh  Province,  received  an 
estimated  1%  rounds  of  62x10  mortar  fire  from  an  estimated  VC  eonq^any  located 
apnro:dmately  1500  meters  north  of  the  camp.  Results  were  five  tS  engineers  (attached) 
and  two  CSF  soldiers  wounded.  On  2  Februaiy,  Cas^  Dunard,  Detachnent  A-3U<,  Phuoc  Long 
Province,  received  ten  rounds  of  62nni  mortar  fire  from  an  unknown  size  enemy  force. 

One  round  ljq)acted  on  a  CSF  building  which  resulted  in  15  CSF  dependents  wouzuied.  On 
3  Fehruarjja  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Tra  Cu,  Detachment  A-352,  Hau 
?)ghla  Province,  which  consisted  of  two  USASF,  two  VKSF  and  120  CSF  soldiers  were 
engaged  by  an  unknown  size  VC  force  l5  kilometers  west  of  Due  Hoa,  The  enemy  opened 
fire  from  a  distance  of  100  nmters  with  autonatlc  weapons.  The  friendly  force 
returned  fire  until  their  position  was  overrun.  Friendly  forces  broke  contact  and 
withdrew  from  the  area.  Results  were  one  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  eight  CSF  soldiers 
wounded.  An  estimated  15  VC  were  killed^ 
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(d)  IV  CTZi  During  the  period  1  November  1967  thru  3C  Deoenber 
1968,  at  0600  hours,  an  estlmatadcon^>aix/  size  VC  unit  attacked  Ba  Chuc  FOB,  Chau 
Doc  Province.  The  eneny  unit  was  armed  with  57HR  and  bCnm  mortara.  Approximately 
60  rounds  of  6Ctnm  mortar  and  57inm  RR  fire  landed  in  the  FOB.  OunBhlps  and  alrstrlkes 
were  called  In  support.  Ba  Zeal,  A4(21,  supported  with  U.2  inch  mortar  fire.  The 
attack  lasted  one  hour.  Results  of  the  attack  were  one  USASF  killed  and  one  wounded, 
ono  C?F  killed  and  one  wounded.  Eneny  casualties  were  unknown.  On  the  8th  of 
Novoracer  at  0130  hour^  an  estlmeted  reinforced  compaiy  of  VC  armod  with  small  arms, 
60mm  mortars,  SZmm  mortars,  64«0  rockots,  and  57ii!m  Recoilless  Rifles  attacked  the 
Cao  lanh  Cliy  Prison  from  a  distance  of  75  meters.  Detachmont  B4i3  supported  with 
h%2  and  Sinn  Illuminati  on.  A  reaction  force  from  B-U3,  2/16  ARVN  Battalion,  and 
four  armored  cars  were  dispatched  to  counter  the  ground  attack.  A  portion  of  tho 
reaction  force  overran  a  VC  sapper  squad,  secured  the  road  and  took  up  positions 
in  the  prison  perimeter.  The  firefight  lasted  until  p500  hours  at  which  time  the 
VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  in  an  unknown  direction.  Results  of  the  attack  weret 
ono  RF,  one  ARVN,  and  two  civilians  killod;  29  RF,  one  FF,  26  ARVN,  and  U2  civilians 
woundod.  _  Ene<TQr  losses  were  22  VC  killod  (13  of  which  were  USASF  confirmod).  The 
friendly 'element  captured  the  following  items:  four  AK  h7  Assault  rifles,  one 
chlcom  rifle,  one  Russian  carbine,  one  US  M-1  carbiiie,  ono  homemade  B^O  rocket 
laiinchcr,  heneriade  grenades,  two  ocnousslon  grenades ,  SA  uzkletemined  sneunt  of 
propaganda  leaflets,  and  assorted  web  gear.  On  11  November  at  0800  hours»an 
ogoration  consisting  of  one  compare  of  CSF,  two  VMSF,  and  two  USASF  departed  ty 
Dn,  AWi33,  Kien  ftiong  I^ovinoe  on  a  search  and  destrey  operation.  On  the  12th  at 
0700  hours,the  friendly  element  lidtiatod  contact  with  an  estimated  s^ad  of  VC 
aioproxlmatoly  three  kilometers  east  of  the  camp.  After  a  five  ndnute  firefight  the 
VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  north.  Results  of  the  contact  were  two  VC  killed, 
tio  sampans,  one  Chlcom  rifle,  and  assarted  airminltlon  captured,  Cki  21  November 
at  1600  hours, an  operation  from  Det  A>^13,  Binh  thanh  Thon,  Kien  Toung  Province, 
consisting  of  two  companies  of  CSF,  and  two  USASF  Irdtiated  contact  with  four  VC 
from  a  distanoQ  of  $0  meters.  After  a  five  minute  flrf;i*,'ht  the  VC  broke  contact 
and  withdrew.  Results  wero:  no  friendly  losses,  one  VC  killod,  case  VO  and  one 
weapon  captured.  AT  1700  hours  the  friendly  element  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
platoon  of  VC,  After  a  15  minute  firefight  the  VC  withdrew.  Results  wero;  cno 
CSF  soldier  wounded,  29  VC  klUad  (6  of  which  were  confirmad  by  USASF),  threo  VC 
suspects  detained,  13  weapons  and  two  kilos  of  eneny  documents  captured.  At  1910 
hours  another  contact  was  made  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon.  After  a  30  nlxiute 
firof^r'ht,  tho  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  north.  Results  were;  one  CSF  soldier 
woundod,  ten  VC  killed,  four  VC  and  U  enony  weapons  captured.  Conversion  of  Kg 
Tion,  A-l*05,  Kien  Giang  ft'ovinoe,  and  Tinh  Blen,  A-J:23,  Chau  Doc  Province,  was 
completed  with  cairp  conversion  ceremonies.  The  ceremonies  took  place  at  Ha  Tien  on 
27  October,  and  Tinh  Bien  on  31  October#  All  team  equipment  was  backloaded  from 
the  carps  prior  to  the  official  conversion  with  the  exception  of  mission  essential 
equipment  which  was  transferred  to  FUCV.  Coup  Bien  Hung,  A-ijOl:,  An  fijyen  Province, 
closed  out  at  0900  hours,  9  Novowber.  Soventy-two  strike  force,  and  families  were 
transferred  to  Conpany  A  on  30  October.  Tho  remaining  personnel  wax^  transferred 
to  To  Chau  whoro  they  will  be  integrated  into  the  B-ljO  Mobile  Strike  Force, 

Mission  Qssontlal  equipment  was  hand  receipted  to  the  HACV  team  for  a  60  day  period. 
All  other  equipment  was  backloaded  to  CoTiq>aiy  C.  DuriJig  the  period  30  Novenber  1967 
and  30  Oecenbar  1967,  an  estimated  reinforced  conq^any  of  VC  armed  with  62pin  raortars, 
75nim  recoilless  rifles,  and  B^O  rockets  attacked  the  Kien  Van  District  Headquarters. 
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The  friendly  element  returned  the  fire  and  requested  air  aupnort*  An  nrmed  AC-ij? 
orrivod  on  station  at  0120  hours  aiid  placed  fire  on  the  TC  positions.  In  total, 
tlie  District  Headquarters  received  50  ro\inds  of  mortar  and  rocollless  rifle  fire, 
jvll  firing  stopped  at  0230  hours  >ri.th  tho  following  results*  11  ilF/PF  killed  and 
ceven  liF/PF  wounded;  VC  losses  are  unJa\own.  On  5  December  et  0100  hours,  two  VC 
olatoons  attacked  an  RF  search  and  destroy  operation  supporting  Kinh  Quan  II,  a4U, 
liien  Tuong  Province,  A  firofight  ensued  resulting  In  two  VC  killed  and  two  VC 
captured.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties.  At  0015  hours  on  5  Deconber,  an 
unlcnown  size  VC  force  attacked  an  RF  outpost  three  kilometers  east  of  Hoc  Hoa, 

Kicn  Tuong  Provinca,  and!  destroyed  two  bridges  in  the  areai  The  action  resulted 
in  two  RF  killed,  two  RF  wounded,  one  RF  missing,  and  ten  weapons  lost.  Enoir^y 
casualties  were  unknown.  At  lli30  hours  on  6  Decer4>or,  an  element  of  the  iiSF  on  an 
operation  in  the  vicinity  of  Ba  Xoai,  Chau  Doc  Province,  initiated  contact  with 
a  VC  platoon  armed  with  snail  arms  and  a  ,50  caliber  machine  gun,  A  30  minute 
flrefight  ensued,  resulting  in  three  VC  killed  and  one  VC  wounded.  On  11  December, 
a  company  size  operation  uncovered  a  large  amnunltion  cache  west  of  'ty  Riuoc  Tay, 

On  the  12th  the  same  operation  uncovered  a  second  cache  and  encountered  an  estimated 
VC  battalion.  *A  12  hour  fircflght  ensued  resulting  in  four  USASF  end  nine  CIDG 
';illed,  one  USASF,  one  VNSF,  and  ten  CIDG  wounded.  Enemy  casualties  are  unknown, 
but  estimated  to  be  heavy.  On  the  Uth  an  unknown  number  of  VC  arrbushed  a  squad 
of  CIDG  on  Phil  Quoc  Island,  resulting  ih  two  CIDG  killed,  one  CIDG  wounded,  and 
the  loss  of  one  K2  Carbine,  The  VC  withdrew  in  sampans.  A  Naval  craft  detained 
one  sanqian  and  eight  VC  suspects  believed  to  have  been  involved  in  this  action. 

On  the  15 th  an  unknown  number  of  VC  ambushed  a  CIDG  squad  in  a  3/1  ton  truck  on 
Ihu  Quoc  Island  resulting  in  four  CIDG  killed,  two  CIDG  wou,:ded  and  tho  loss  of 
t'.  rce  1*12  Carbiries.  On  the  l5th  three  co.iipanies  of  RF  operating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Da  ongagod  two  VC  platoons  in  a  three  hour  sporadic  firefight  which  resulted  in 
four  RF  killed,  two  USASF  and  seven  RF  wounded.  Eneny  casualties  were  unlcnown,  but 
estimated  at  ten  VC  killed.  On  l8  Decomber  at  2ij00  hours,  a  Vc  company  initiated 
an  attack  on  an  Fo3  of  A-iil3,  Binli  Thanh  Then,  Kien  Tuong  Province,  three  kilo  — 
'eters  northeast  of  Long  Knot,  Tho  VC  fired  30  rounds  of  60nm  mortar,  automatic 
weapons  and  small  arms.  An  AC-li7  gunship  arrived  on  station  at  0120  hours.  At 
0135  hours  tho  VC  broke  contact  and  v/ithdrew  northeast.  Friendly  loss  was  one 
civilian  wounded.  Eneny  losses  wore  throe  VC  killed,  one  B-liO  roclcet  with  launcher, 
end  one  /iK-J*?  assault  rifle  captured.  On  20  December  at  2300  hcmrs,five  to  seven 
VC  disguised  as  /vRVl  soldiers  gained  ontr.'cnce  in  an  anbulancc  to  the  Can  Tho 
Airfield  through  the  13th  Avn  Bn  gate.  At  0100  hours  they  moved  down  the  parking 
ramp,  placing  grenades  in  parked  aircraft.  They  were  detected  and  fired  on  by 
airfield  guards  but  managed  to  escape.  This  attack  resulted  In  three  UHl-D 
helicopters  and  two  Air  Anerica  aircraft  (one  Sorter  and  one  Twin  Beach)  totally 
destroyed.  One  C7A  aircraft  was  damaged.  On  21  December  at  2230  hours,  the  town 
of  Hoc  Hoa,  Kicn  Tuong  Province  cai.ie  under  attack.  An  estimated  50  VC  fired 
82ram  mortar,  B-hO  rocket,  automatic  weaoons,  and  small  arms  fire  at  RF/FF 
positions  in  the  town.  The  attack  lasted  UO  minutes,  resulting  in  friendly  losses 
of  five  RF/IF  killed;  three  RF/PF  and  six  Notional  Police  wounded;  one  LCVP  60^ 
destroyed.  Eneny  losses  were  one  VC  killed;  one  pistol  and  one  hand  grenade 
captured.  On  23  December,  a  canal  clearing  operation  which  consisted  of  one  company 
of  CSF  from  Vlnh  Gia,  A-lii9  (VNSF),  encountered  two  companies  of  VC,  seven  kilo- 
ieters  northwest  of  Nui  Dai  mountain,  Oiau  Doc  Irovlnco,  A  30  minute  flrefight 
ausued  at  which  time  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  northwest  toward  Cambodia, 

28 

CO  IMF  I  DeNT//?4 


_ 


AVGB-C 
S  EJECT  I 


*  IS  February  1966 

Operational  Report  -  leesona  Loarnod  for  CJuarter  Ending  31  January  1968  (U) 


Two  corapaiiios  of  RF  and  two  platoons  of  PF  arrived  in  the  aroa  as  a  reaction 
force,  iSSmn  howitzers  from  Qii  Lang  fired  in  support  of  the  operation  and  air- 
oordkes  wore  directed  against  the  retreating  VC,  A  search  of  the  area  revealed 
2C  VC  killed j  one  HKi,  two  K-50  SMG,  two  iU  Carbines,  one  9min  pistol,  one  BAR, 
a:  a  Chicom  carbine,  ore  B4j0  rocket  launcher,  15  B4j0  rockots,  10  entrenching 
t'-ols,  two  gas  masks,  10  kilos  of  rice  and  a  packet  of  assorted  docui.cnts  caiitured, 
la'iondly  units  suffered  three  CSF  soldiers  and  one  RF  soldier  killed,  one  CSF 
soldier  orx3  one  RF  soldier  wounded,  and  the  loss  of  one  SuJl,  On  2U  Docombor.  a 
roorch  and  destroy  operation  which  consisted  of  two  CSF  companies  and  two  CRP’s 
from  Binh  Thanh  Thon,  a4i13,  encountered  one  VC  platoon  eight  kilometers  oast  of 
Cai  Cai,  Kien  Tuong  Provinoe.  A  flvcndautB-  firefight  ensued  at  a  distance  of  75 
r.vters,  resulting  in  13  VC  killed,  10  of  theao  confirmed,  end  the  capture  of  five 
small  arms,  seven  sampans,  two  sa.iipan  motors,  ot»  medical  kit,  and  two  kilos  of 
docurunts.  The  friendly  elements  suffered  one  CSF  soldier  killed  and  one  CSF 
soldier  wounded.  Daring  the  period  30  December  1967  and  06  January  1968,  CIDG  and 
11' /'PF  advised  by  USASF,  conducted  1,3^19  operations  and  engaged  In  13  contacts, 
laem:./  losses  were  five  killed,  five  captured,  23  suspects  detained  and  19  weapons 
seized.  Friendly  losses  wore,  twe  CIDG  and  one  RF/PF  killed,  lit  CIDG  and  two  RF/PF 
wounded.  On  3  January,  66  Hoi  Chans  rallied  and  turned  themselves  and  H  small 
ar.TS  over  to  a  platoon  of  CSF  and  two  US.VSF  from  Can^  Ba  Xoai,  A-J42I,  Chau  Doc 
Froviiice.  The  66  Hoi  Chans  are  now  in  the  /dlVfJ  Chieu  Hoi  channels.  On  Ij  January, 
a  search  and  destroy  operation  consisting  of  one  CSF  platoon  and  three  USASF  from 
Rinh  Quan  II,  A-I4I2,  Kien  Tuong  Province,  initiated  contact  with  two  platoons  of 
VC  11  kilometers  west  of  Ap  Bac.  A  ten  minute  firefight  ensued  after  which  the  VC 
broke  contact  and  fled  south.  This  action  resulted  in  two  VC  killed;  two  VC, 
two  US  carbines,  and  assorted  mines  and  docuir.3nts  captured.  During  the  period  06 
January  through  13  January  1968,  CIDG  and  RF/PF  units  advised  by  US/SF  conducted 
1,365  opera  as  and  engaged  in'29  contacts.  Enemy  losses  were  six  killed,  three 
ompturad,  tt^se  suspects  detained,  and  one  weapon  siezed.  Friendly  losses  were  one 
Vi-SF,  12  CIDG,  and  nine  RF/PI'  killed;  one  USASF,  one  VNSF,  12  CIDG,  and  21  RF/P? 
’.’ounded;  lb  RF/PF  missing;  and  25  weapons  lost.  On  6  January,  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  consisting  of  two  '  companies,  two  CRP's,  six  US/iSF,  and  three  VIJSF 
from  Ny  Phuoc  Tay,  A-hll,  Dirui  iuong  t’rovjnco  engaged  two  VC  companies,  three  kilo- 
rc'tors  southwest  of  Ify  Phuoc  Tay,  A  firefight  ensued  at  a  distance  of  300  meters. 
The  engagement  was  supported  by  155i'im  Howitzer  from  the  base  camp  with  a  VR  air¬ 
craft  adjusting  and  one  sectt''n  of  gunships  placing  fire  on  the  VC  positions. 

/J^ter  a  five  hour  firefight  the  friendly  elements  broke  contact  and  withdrew  to 
the  base  camp.  The  results  of  tnis  operation  were  one  wiSF,  12  CIDG  arJ  one 
interpreter  killed;  eight  CIDG  wounded;  and  the  loss  of  eleven  weapons.  EneiTy 
casualties  are  urJenown,  On  6  January,  the  compound  of  lioc  Hoc,  B-lil,  Kien  Tu^ng 
aVovince  and  a  near  by  ARVN  artilLry  compound  came  under  82inm  mortar  attack  by 
an  estimated  two  platoons  of  VC.  A  VR  aircraft  was  on  station  'nd  in  support  of 
the  camp  five  minutes  after  the  attack  began.  Spook;'  arrived  on  station  one  hour 
md  ten  minutes  later.  The  attack  lasted  for  oiie  hour  and  1;0  minutes,  d\iring  which 
tine  ten  round*=  laixJed  inside  the  co  ipound.  The  results  of  this  action  were  one 
-■  soldier  killed;  one  USjiSF,  two  iL.CV  advis'ors,  thiree  RF  soldiers,  five  national 
Police,  and  one  civilian  wounded,  Sneny  casualties  are  unknorni.  During  the  period 
13  January  through  20  January  1968,  CIDG  nne  PJ'/PF  units  advised  by  US/iSF,  conducted 
1,25s  operations  and  engaged  in  13  contacts,  Enery  losses  were  nine  ki  led  and  one 
woaoon  captured,  Friend''y  losses  were  four  US/iSF,  one  V5F,  and  li2  CIDG  killed; 
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0113  TJSASFj  one  VIISF  and  I4I  CISQ  aoldlers  wounded;  two  USASF  and  six  CIDQ  soldiers 
t.iisslng  and  21  weapons  lost.  On  16  Januaryj  a  search  and. destroy  operation' ■consist¬ 
ing  of  two  CSF  conpaniesi  one  GRP,  four  USASF  and  three  VllSF  from  Ify  Phuoc  Tay, 
Detachtnant  A-4ilI,  Dinh  Tuong  Provlnoe,  engaged  an  estimated  LOO'-to  500  VC,  seven 
kilometers  southwest  of  Uy  I^uoc  T^,  A  flrefi^t  ensued  and  comnunications  were 
lost  with  the  friendly  elements.  The  engagement  was  supported  by  two  platoons  of 
gunshlpe  and  nine  slicks.  One  §unahlp  was  shot  down  and  tho  crew  extracted. 

Reaction  f crees  were  dispatched  from  rhuoc  Tay,  A-UU,  and  Tuyen  Idhon,  A-lil5> 

On  arrival  in  the  contact  area  the  reaction  forces  secured  the  downed  gunship  until 
its  en+.raction.  Extraction  -“f  friondly  elements  was  completed  by  I900  houw.  This 
action  resulted  in  -two  CSF  kiHao,  17  CSF  and  two  Interpreters  wounded;  four  USASF, 
and  one  VNSF,  and  Ul  CSF  missing.  On  17  January,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  was 
conducted  In  the  area  of  contact,  resulting  in  the  recovery  of  two  USASF  and  3?  CSF 
bodies.  On  Ifl  January,  a  serrch  and  destroy  operation  from  Cai  Cad,  A-Ji31,  Klon 
?hong  Province,  consisting  of  three  CSF  oompanles,  two  CRP,  six  USASF,  and  throe 
V.SF,  ancounteied  two  coinparJ.ea  of  VC  two  kiloraatera  north  of  Dan  Chau,  A  four  hour 
spoidolc  flreflght  ensued  resulting  in  the  VC  breaking  contact  and  withdrawing  into 
Cambodia,  This  action  resulted  in  one  VC  killed  and  one  weapon  captured.  The 
friendly  elements  suffered  two  USASF  and  four  CSF  soldiers  killed,  one  USASF,  and 
lit  CSF  soldlsrs  woundod,  and  a  loss  of  11  weapons  and  three  radios.  On  19  January, 
in  preparation  for  the  construction  of  -Car^i  Dien,  A^jlS,  Dinh  Tuong  Province, 
artiUary  and  air  strikes  were  employed  prior  to  the  insertion  of  four  MSF  companies, 

16  USASF.  and  four  VlCF  from  (ksrnpary  D,  All  a  laments  were  inserted  into  the  area  on 
20  Jcnucry,,with  tho  support  of  19  slicks  and  two  platoons  of  gunshlpe  by  1055  honre. 
This  inaeition  was  made  with  no  contact,  VC  wore  sighted  in  the  area  and  gunshipa  wore 
eriplaycd.  1-CF  personnel  activated  a  .dne  which  killed  two  HSF  soldiers  and  wounded 
one  rtSF  soldier.  At  1750  hwars  all  elemants  had  secured  a  perimeter  for  the  night 
defense.  Ihe  results  to  date  arei  friendly,  two  MSF  soldiers  killed,  and  one  MSF 
soldier  woundedi  Eneny  losses  wet'e  two  VC  killed,  numarous  bunkers,  houses  and 
staging  areas  were  destroyed;  clothing,  200  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  two  K-50'8, 

150  rounds  of  K-50  ammunition,  115  rou^s  of  60iiia  mortar,  six  sampans,  11  small  mlnos, 
protective  masks,  and  demolitions  were  captured.  During  the  period  20  January  thru 
27  January  1966,  CIDO  and  RF/PF  units  advised  by  U5ASF  conducted,  1,076  operations 
and  engaged  in  25  contacts,  Fneny  losses  were  31  killed.  Fkl'endly  losses  were  one 
USA^Py  aloo  (SF,  and  three  RFAF  soldiers  killed;  cos  USASF,  one  VKSF,  2ii  CSF  and 
thrue  RF/PF  solders  wounded;  one  CIDO  mlsalng  and  21  weapons  lost.  During  the 
period  27  January  thru  03  February  1968,  CIDQ  and  RF/FF  units  advluad  by  USASF 
conducted  U62  operations  and  engaged  In  25  contacts.  Eneny  losses  were  6I4  killed, 
five  captured,  two  suspects  detained,  and  81  weapons  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
oiB  VHSF,  one  CIDO  ana  IB  RF/FF  soldiers  killed;  five  USASf,  32  CIDO  and  RF/PF 
soldiers  wounded;  two  CIDO  end  one  RF/PF  soldier  missing;  and  13  weapons  lost. 

Four  MSF  oonpanles  continue  search  and  destroy  operations  in  support  pf  Dien,  A-l;16, 
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■JinhTuonc  Province,  26  kilometers  northwost  of  i{y  Tho.  The  I'BF  companies  have 
uncovered  numerous  cachos  containing-  wcap'ons,  annunition,  demolitions  oquipmentj 
o'ld  medical  supplies.  On  2  February  at  QhOO  hours.  Detachment  B-itl  and  the  city 
of  i’-ioc  Hoa,  Kion  Tuonc  ?rovince,  came  under  attack  by  an  estimated  two  VC  companies, 
lijovy  fighting  continued  tliroughrnit  tho  morning  with  sporadic  firefights  reported 
during  the  afternoon.  Results  of  this  action  wore  30  VC  killed,  two  captured, 
i>5  Sinall  arms  and  six  crew  served  weapons  captured,  one  RF  soldier  killed,  one 
US/jSF  and  three  RF  eoldiers  wounded.  On  Ij  February,  friendly  forces  wore  en¬ 
countering  light  sniper  fire  within  the  city.  On  the  morning  of  30  January, 

Dotachnent  B-Ji2  and  the  city  of  Chau  Doc,  Chau  Doc  rrovinoc,  came  imdor  attack 
by  an  estima-tod  1,000  VC.  The  VC  took  the  majority  of  tlie  city  :inder  control, 
j'vfter  four  daj^s  of  heavy  fighting,  mass  casualties  and  axtensivo  damago  to  the 
city  existed.  On  2  February,  tho  VC  began  to  withdraw  using  civilians  as  cover. 

Known  results  at  this  time  are  25  VC  killed,  Ih  captured,  15  suspects  detained, 
and  37  weapons  captured.  As  of  U  Fobruary,  sniper  fire  was  still  being  encountered 
within  the  city.  On  the  morning  of  1  February,  Detachment  B^3  and  tho  city  of  Cao 
Lanh,  Kion  Fhong  ''rovince  came  under  attack  within  the  city.  On  U  February, 
contact  with  the  VC  continued  within  tho  cityi  Results  of  this  action  are  incompletci 
however,  friendly  casualties  are  reported  to  be  light.  On  the  morning  of  31  Januar;  , 
Detachment  C-i  and  the  city  of  Can  Tho,  Fhong  Ding  ’rovince,  came  under  attack, 
lioavy  fighting  in  the  city  contunued  until  3  February.  Total  results  of  this 
action  arc  incompletoj  however,  known  VC  casualties  were  11:3  killed,  nine  captured, 

33  suspects  detained,  and  Iw  viea-xins  captured,  A  mortar  attack  at  the  G4:  compound 
)!!  3  February  resulted  in  three  US/iSF  wounded.  Tho  attack  started  a  fire  in  tho 
5-1:  warohouso  and  storage  yard,  Tho  flro  caused  extensive  damage  to  anumnltion, 

,'OL,  and  lumber  stored  in  the  compound.  On  ij  February,  the  city  of  Can  Iho  was 
scoured  and^  friendly  units  were  in  light  contact  with  the  VC  on  the  outer  edges 
of  tho  city. 
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c.  Special  Operations, 

(1)  Blackjack  22A  (Search  and  destroy  Operation  Boudinet)  was 
conducted  by  the  27th  MSF  Company,  Company  B,  PleiJcu  in  northwest  Darlac  Province, 
II  CTZ,  Size  of  this  force  was  151:  CIDQ,  six  0SA3^,  two  MSF,  and  the  Interpreter, 
c  imprising  throe  rifle  platoons,  one  recon  platoon  and  a  HQ  Section.  This  opera¬ 
tion  begam  15  Oct  67  and  terminated  16  Nov  67.  Establishing  caches  of  supplies  was 
cna  of  the  stated  missions.  Supplies  were  cached  twice  and  on  both  occasions  they 
icmained  Intact.  This  operation  was  successful  in  capturing  large  quantities  of 
eneny  supplies  and  destroying  numerous  amounts  of  clothing.  Ten  weapons  and  large 
amounts  of  munitions  were  captured.  Friendly  losses  were;  One  USASF  killed  and 
one  USASF  and  two  CIDG  wounded.  Enerry  losses  were;  lit  NVA  killed  and  two  fJVA 
captured. 


(2)  A  MSF  Company  operation  originalDy  programmed  for  Operation 
Glendale  (BJ  23^)  was  subsequently  changed  to  a  CSF  Company  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  Detachment  A-251  (Plei  DJereng).  The  operation  was  composed  of 
132  CIDG,  two  VNSF,  and  five  IBjlSF,  and  was  conducted  in  the  lower  Plei  Trap 
valley  of  southwest  Kontiun  Province,  II  CT2.  The  operation,  which  began  9  Nov  67, 
was  extended  and  the  original  CSF  was  replaced  by  another  CSF  on  28  Nov  67.  The 
operation  terminated  on  13  Dec  67.  The  search  for  suspected  base  camps  and  caches 
at  reported  locations  proved  futile  as  none  were  located.  The  operation  did,  how- 
evonmake  three  contacts  with  onony  forces  which  resulted  in  one  USASF  and  three 
CIDCf  wounded,  Encmj'  losses  were  throe  NVA  killed  and  three  weapons  captured.  It 
was  learned  that  second  edition  maps  were  inaccurate  regarding  placement  of  roads, 
and  ttiat  the  CIM  Camp  Strike  Force  soldiers  wore  ineffective  after  approximately 
ten  days.  This  ineffectiveness  was  due  to  lack  of  training  and  proper  pay  incen¬ 
tive  for  operations  of  this  nature. 

(3)  Blackjack  2hfi.  (Search  and  Destroy  Operation  Glendale)  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  2Hh  MSF  Compary,  Company  B,  Pleiku  in  southwest  lam  Dong  Province, 
Size  of  this  force  was  IU8  CIDG,  one  VNSF,  one  interpreter  and  five  US'iSF,  This 
ooeratlon  began  25  Nov  and  terminated  It  Dec,  The  S&D  operation  located  a  company 
sized  enemy  fortified  position  and  found  a  nctal  box  containing  two  million 
piastres.  The  company  had  one  contact  with  cneny  forces  which  resulted  in  one 
CIDG  wounded,  eneity  losses  were  unknown,  Obsem’-ation  made  by  the  company  during 
operations j  the  enemy  Is  traveling  in  small  groups  arul  is  fortifying  his  areas, 
and  the  enemy  feels  safe  enough  within  this  area  to  travel  by  day  and  use  lights 
at  night.  Travel  in  the  area  by  other  than  foot  traffic  is  limited  due  to  density 
of  vegatation,  lack  of  roads,  and  suitable  clearings  for  L2’s, 

(li)  Blackjack  25A  (Search  and  Destroy  Operation  Brush)  was  conducted 
by  the  25th  MSF  Company,  Con^)ary  B,  Pleiku,  Size  of  this  force  was  150  CIDG,  two 
VNSF  and  four  USASF,  The  operation  began  Uj  Dec  and  terminated  on  3  Jan  68,  and 
\ms  conducted  in  vicinity  of  the  Junction  of  Blnh  Thuan,  Lam  Dong  and  Blnh  Tuy 
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province  along  the  II/III  CT2  boundaries.  The  MSF  Company  was  inserted  Into 
their  AO  upon  departure  of  conventional  forces  in  a  stay  behind  role  designed  to 
capltllize  on  the  enemy  habit  of  returning  to  an  area  upon  departure  of  convention¬ 
al  units.  The  company  made  ten  enemy  contacts  which  resulted  in  one  CSASF,  one 
AATTV  and  four  CIDG  wounded.  Enemy  losses  were  five  VC  killed  and  five  weapons 
captured. 


(5)  Blackjack  26A  (Search  and  Destroy  Operation  Hall)  was  conducted 
by  the  2l8t  MSF  company.  Company  B,  Pleiku.  Size  of  the  force  was  132  CIDG,  two 
VIISF,  one  intrepreter  and  five  USASF.  The  operation  commenced  l6  Dec  and  terminat¬ 
ed  on  6  Jan,  and  was  conducted  In  the  vicinity  of  Mao  Chu  Hi  Mountains,  Ninh  Thuan 
Province,  II  CTZ,  Punji  stakes  and  man  traps  were  prevalent  throughout  the  area  of 
operations  and  accounted  for  90^  of  the  wounds  incurred  during  this  operation.  The 
company  made  11  eneny  contacts  which  resulted  in  six  TIS,iSF  and  six  CIDG  being 
wounded.  There  were  no  enemy  losses  reported, 

(6)  Blackjack  27A  (Search  and  Destroy  Operation  Brush  II)  was 
conducteci  by  the  27th  !iSF  Company,  Company  B,  Pleiku.  Size  of  this  force  was  15C 
CIDG,  two  VNSF  and  four  US/iSF.  This  operation  which  commenced  on  7  Jan  68  and 
terminated  on  20  Jan  68,  was  a  follow-up  operation  of  a  previously  conducted 
Blackjack  operation  (BJ  25A)  in  the  southwest  portion  of  II/III  CTZ,  The  company 
made  two  contacts  with  enemy  forces  which  resulted  in  one  CIDG  being  wounded. 

Enemy  looses  wei’e  three  VC  killed  and  five  VC  captured. 

(7)  Reconnaissance  Operation  Sultan  I  (B-52  Project  Delta)  was 
conducted  in  the  upper  Plei  Trap  Valley,  Kontum  Province  II  CTZ  during  the  period 
1  Deo  thru  25  Dec  67,  The  Task  Force  organization  consisted  of  normal  Hq  and 
communication  elements,  ten  Recon/Roadrunner  teaiiis,  three  companies  from  the  ARVN 
9iBt  Ranger  Battalion,  and  one  CIDG  Hung  Platoon.  The  forward  operations  base 
(FOB)  was  located  at  Kontum  east  airstrip  with  the  forward  laiuich  base  (FLB)  at 
Volei  Kleng.  (31)  Recon/Roadrunner  Team  operations,  and  five  company  operations 
vjore  conducted  during  which  numerous  trail  networks  and  enemy  base  camps  were 
located  and  large  quantities  of  enemy  equipment,  clothing,  munitions,  medicine 
and  miscellaneous  documents  and  letters  captured.  Those  operations  made  two 
enemy  contacts  which  resulted  in  two  USASF  wounded,  six  Rangers  killed  and  38 
wounded  and  one  captured.  Also  captured  during  this  operations  were  ll  weapons, 

A  problem  area  in  regard  to  the  response  time  for  FAC  was  made  evident  during  the 
operation.  Although  the  FAC  was  always  "on  the  way"  the  maximum  speed  of  the  air¬ 
craft  (OIG)  limited  it's  effectiveness.  It  was  therefore  recommended  that  in  order 
to  Improve  on  response  time  that  a  faster  aircraft  (OIF)  (02A)  be  utilized,  thereby 
reducing  the  response  time  in  most  cases  to  half, 

(8)  Reconnaissance  Operation  Sultan  II  (B-52  Project  Delta)  was 
conducted  in  the  southwest  Kontum  Province  of  II  CTZ  during  the  period  5  Jan  to 
26  Jan  68.  The  Task  Force  organization  was  the  some  as  the  preceding  operation. 

The  FOB  was  located  at  Plei  DJereng,  The  Detachment  conducted  33  Recon/Roadnnrmer 
operations  and  four  company  pperations  locating  and  identifying  local  force  VC  and 
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NVA  units.  Infiltration  routes  and  fortifications  throughout  the  area.  Quantities 
of  enemy  equipment,  ammunition,  miscellaneous  documents,  letters  and  a  diary  were 
captured.  This  operation  made  15  contacts  resulting  in  four  Rangers  killed,  11 
wounded,  and  one  CIDG  wounded.  Enemy  losses  were:  10  killed  and  two  captured. 

Five  eneny  weapons  were  also  captured. 

(9)  Operation  RAPIDFIRE  III  (b-36)  was  conducted  in  Binh  Tuy  Province, 

III  CTZ,  near  Ham  Tan  during  the  period  3-13  Nov.  The  operation  was  assigned  the 
mission  of  gathering  combat  Intelligence  and  developing  EEI  for  the  US  9th  Infantry 
Division,  The  force,  which  consisted  of  2li  USASF,  2ii  IRRP  personnel,  and  236  MSF 
soldiers,  conducted  11  ambush  missions  and  employed  ll:  Recon  teams.  Three  enery 
contacts  were  made  which  resulted  in  five  VC  killed  and  two  VC  wounded.  Two  USASF 
were  wounded  and  enany  weapons  and  various  equipment  and  documents  were  captured. 

(10)  Operation  RAPIDFIRE  IV,  lU  Nov  -  26  Nov,  with  an  assigned  mission 
of  interdicting  eneny  lines  of  communications  and  destroying  enemy  bases  and  cache 
sites,  was  conducted  by  B-36  in  Binh  Duong  and  Long  Khanh  Province,  III  CTZ,  35 
USASF ,  20  Tppp  personnel,  and  236  MSF  soldiers  operating  from  the  FOB  located  at 

the  Phuoc  vuih  airfield  conducted  26  Recon/Ambush  missions.  16  contacts  with  the  enemy 
resulted  in  four  USASF  killed,  one  CIDG  killed,  seven  USASF  and  18  CIDG  wounded. 

Eneny  losses  were  16  VC  killed  and  four  weapons,  and  nvimerous  documents  and  equip¬ 
ment  captured  which  resulted  in  the  identification  of  two  major  enemy  units, 

30,000  lbs  of  rice  and  390  pairs  of  sandals  were  destroyed.  One  battalion  sized 
sneny  base  camp  was  destroyed. 

(11)  Operation  RAPIDFIRE  V  was  conducted  from  8  Dec  through  25  Jan  66 
In  northern  and  western  war  zone  "C"  in  conjunction  with  the  25th  US  Infantry 
Division  Operation  "YELLOWSTONE",  On  12  Decembei^.RFV  was  forced  to  stand  down  due 
to  elements  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  conducting  operations  within  the  AO.  The 
operation  resumed  on  29  December.  Forty  Recon/Ambush  missions  and  four  company 
operations  were  conducted,  Eneiiy  losses  were  53  killed  and  five  VC  captured. 

Seven  weapons  and  numerous  documents  and  equipment  were  captured.  Friendly  losses 
were  two  US/iSF,  one  US  LRRF,  and  four  CIDG  killed,  16  US/^SF  and  27  CIDG  wounded. 
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d.  Training. 

(1)  MACV  Recondo  School 

(a)  General; 

1.  Average  aaaigned  and  attached  strengths  were  as  follows: 


OFF 

ATCH  OFF 

ATCH  EM 

November 

6 

45 

1  Aust  1  ROK 

0 

December 

6 

53 

1  Aust  2  ROK 

0 

January 

8 

55 

1  Aust  2  ROK 

1  ROK 

2.  During  this  reporting  period,  the  Mi\CV  Recondo  School  Received 
students  for  the  two-week  LRP  classes:  LRP  2-68  thru  IRP  4-68.  The  three  week 
Recondo  School  course  was  resumed  on  4  Dec  67  with  Class  R-7-68.  Classes  R-7-68 
thru  R-7-68  have  graduated  and  class  R-10-68  will  graduate  on  3  Feb  68.  Following 
is  a  breakdown  of  students  for  the  LRP  classes  and  Recondo  Classes  by  unit  and 
Corps  area; 


LRP  Classes 

Ekitr 

Drpd 

Ccap 

I  FFV  IRP  Co 

133 

2 

131 

II  FFV  LRP  Co 

134 

8 

126 

Recondo  Classes 

Bbtr 

Drpd 

Grad 

Comp 

I  Corps 

Americal  Div 

51 

9 

21 

0 

3rd  MAP 

2 

0 

2 

0 

II  Coinos 

Ist  Cav  Div 

15 

2 

6 

0 

4th  Inf  Div 

38 

10 

13 

1 

173d  Abn  Bde 

lU 

3 

6 

0 

RM  Forces  V 

28 

7 

10 

1 

III  Corps 

let  Inf  Div 

25 

9 

5 

0 

25th  Inf  Div 

25 

n 

4 

0 

lOlst  Abn  Div 

26 

7 

7 

0 

199th  Lt  Inf  Bde 

n 

3 

4 

• 

nth  ACR 

3 

2 

1 

0 

I  PHIL  CAG7 

6 

0 

2 

0 
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IV  Corps 

9th  Inf  Div  27  2  10  0 

Royal  Thai  Army  32  13  19  0 

NOTE:  Class  R-11-68  comnenced  training  29  Jan  68. 

The  normal  mission  of  the  tViCV  Recondo  School  is  to  train 
selected  personnel  from  US/F..i'ju’  oriits  in  specialized  technioues  and  skills  neces¬ 
sary  to  conduct  successful  long  range  reconnaissance  operations  in  the  Republic 
of  South  Vietnam. 


(b)  Intelligence:  None 

(c)  Operations  and  Training  Activities: 
1.  Plans:  N/A 


2.  Operations: 

a.  Number/type  operation  conducted: 

#  Pay  ty  Night  Recondo  ClDG 


Attacks  0 

(2)  Blocking  Actions  0 

Q)  Escort  Action  0 

Combat  Patrols  8 

(5)  Recon  Patrols  88 

(6)  Ambushes  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 
0  0  0 
0  0  8 
0  88  0 
0  0  0 


b.  Number  of  friendly  initiated  contacts:  None 


c.  VC  Losses  (Confirmed): 


(1)  KiUed  0 

(2)  Captured  0 
(2)  Wounded  0 
(4)  Suspects  0 
(2)  Weapons  0 


d.  Friendly  Losses: 

USASF  RECONDO  STD  CIDG 


a)  KiUed  0 

(2)  Wounded  0 

Q)  Missing  0 

Weapons  0 


1 

0 

1 

1 


0 

0 

0 

0 
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2^  Training:  Racondo  classes  recieve  a  286,$  hour  POI,  MP 
op'jclal  cleases  rsceiTsd  a  131*$  hour  POI, 

U.  Logistics:  The  .ACV  Recondo  School  is  supported  adiidnlstra- 
and  logistTcally  by  the  Ist  Logistical  Coiraand. 

(2)  VNSF  Training  Center,  Dong  Ba  Thin 

(a)  General:  During  the  reporting  period  this  detachment  has 
successfully  accompLished  its  raission  of  providing  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
VflSF  Training  Center  in  ti  aining  VMSF  and  CIDO  personnel,  and  also  its  mission  of 
pro.-iding  advlca  r.iuJ  support  to  the  assigned  Camp  Strike  Force  In  combat  operations, 
training,  and  local  security.  Considerable  gams  were  made  in  the  areas  of 
training  support  rendered,  increased  combat  operations,  and  CA/?0  activities,  and 
noticaable  inprovernent  was  achieved  in  canqp  facilities,  both  for  DSASP  and  CIDQ 
psrsonnsl. 

(b)  Personnel  Strengths: 

1,  Detachment  B-5l  «  Authoriaed:  9  Off  19  EM 

Assigned;  11  Off  23  EM 

2.  VSSF  Training  Center  -  Authorized:  1:9  CFF  231 

“  Assigned;  31:  OFF  EM 

2.  Canp  Strike  Force  •  Authorized:  1J:6 

Assigned :  U:0 

(c)  Intelligence:  In  coordintrtion  with  V!EF  counterparts  a 
new  intolllgonce  net  was  initiated,  and  intelligence  gathering  was  iricreased  as 
a  result  of  closer  coordination  activities  with  all  RVN  and  Allied  Forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  camp, 

(d)  Operations  and  Training: 

1.  Operations:  Combat  operations  during  the  reporting  period 
’iere  increased  in  ftre^uency  and  size  within  the  assigned  TAOR,  Field  Training 
-xercises  inherent  in  the  varied  courses  trained  at  the  Training  Center  were 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  Can?)  Strike  Force  operations,  giving  thorn  a  ooze 
loallatic  setting  and  contributing  to  a  more  effective  overall  operational  program, 

2^,  Training  I 

This  quarter  has,  seen,  a  great  many  in^irovenents  in  the 
performance  of  'tbv  miss  Ira  of  odvisii^;  the  VMSF  Training  Center  at  Dong  Ba  Thin, 
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V/lth  the  augmentation  of  the  detactnent  with  select  personnel  we  have  been  able 
to  directly  counterpart  the  center's  Instructional  committnes.  Being  able  to  have 
direct  contact  at  this  low  a  level  has  enabled  us  to  gain  a  spirit  of  dally  contact 
and  cooperation.  Problems  are  Immediately  obvious,  allowing  for  pron^>t  solution 
by  tbs  USASF  at  this  level  or  the  prompt  notification  of  the  Training  Center. 

Advisor  for  further  advice,  guidance,  or  assistance.  A  great  deal  of  work  has  been 
done  to  improve  the  Center's  training  facilities.  Improvement  of  facilities  has 
shown  our  counterparts  that  we  are  sincere  in  our  desires  to  help.  Utilization  of 
other  units  In  the  area  to  lend  assistance  has  proven  to  be  a  great  source  of  help 
both  In  material  and  equipment.  One  example  is  the  use  of  the  USAECV  (P)  equipment 
school  to  level,  enlarge  and  clear  our  drop  zone  area.  The  use  of  bulldozers,  road 
graders,  and  290  belly  dun^  even  by  engineer  students  has  really  provided  us  with 
a  Class  "A"  drop  zone  and  given  the  engineer  school  a  much  needed  practice  area. 
(See  photographs,  inclosure  #11). 

b.  Courses  graduated  or  in  progress  during  the  reporting  period: 


VNa?  Recruit  #7 

25  Oct-  13  Jan 

122 

VNSF  Basic  Off  &  NCO  #11 

25  Sep-  18  Dec 

79 

CIDG  Leaders  #28 

3  Nov-  9  Dec 

119 

CIDG  Leaders  #29 

15  Dec-  22  Jan 

121 

CRP  #26 

6  Nov-  11  Doc 

CRP  #27 

26  Dec-  25  Jan 

16 

VNSF  BAC  #2 

6  Nov-  It  Dec 

98 

OS^obilo  Reaction  Force 

#8  h  Dec-  17  Dec 

11/] 

Karate  #2 

17  Jul-  18  Dec 

28 

VNSF  RTO 

20  Nov-  Present 
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(e)  Logistics:  Normal  activity  continued  throughout  quarter. 

(f)  Civil  Affairs:  One  officer  and  one  NCO  were  permanently 
assigned  with  sole  responsibility  of  GA/FO  activities.  Hain  highlight  In  reporting 
period  was  the  completion  and  opening  of  a  Catholic  Church  within  the  car^  confines. 
Also  a  school  building  was  ca!iq>leted  at  Hoc  Ola  hamlet  which  will  soon  open. 

(3)  U5ASF  Replacement  Training. 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  classes  were  conducted  for  all  USASF 
repLaoemsnt  personnel  to  familiarize  them  with  staff  support  in  the  SFOB,  USABF 
advisor  relationships,  mines  and  booby  traps  and  firing  of  assigned  weapons. 

(b)  Breakdown  of  classes  are  as  foUews:  Inprocessing  (51),  Finance,. 
Dispensary,  Motor  Pool,  CIDG  Funds,  SI  briefing,  SI4  briefing,  S5  briefing,  S3  brief¬ 
ing,  Mess  Association,  Lessons  Learned,  Hines  and  Booby  traps.  Surgeons  briefing. 
Communications,  RDSA,  JAG,  Chaplain,  Weapons,  S2  briefing,  USASF  advisor  relation¬ 
ships  and  air  support. 
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(c)  During  the  reporting  period  I5l  offlcors  and  857  enlisted 
personnel  were  processed  through  replacement  detachment. 

(U)  CIOO  Beeniit  tnlning. 

(a)  The  ITI  CTZ  Training  Center  at  Trang  Sup  Det  A-301 
continues  the  CIJ'G  recruit  training  (basic)  mission,  CIIXl  trainees  are  transported 
to  their  assigned  campa  after  receiving  coriprehensivu  training  in  small  arms, 
crew  served  weapons,  small  luiit  tactics,  live  firing,  care  and  cleaning  of 
individual  weapons.  Empfiasis  is  placed  on  CVTT  type  training  involving  7C  ambush 
techniques,  the  use  of  claymore  minos,  combat  patrolling  and  Airmobile  operations. 
Tefore  graduation, recruits  participate  in  at  least  one  three-day  combat  operation, 

(b)  A  CIDG  company-size  reft'esher  training  program  has  been 
established  at  each  A  Detachment  camp  in  HI  CTZ.  This  rwflr.  sh^r  tr-alaLog 
program  consists  of  a  6  day  2)i  hour  block  of  instjruction  presented  to  each 
CIDO  company  once  per  month.  The  training  involves  the  foHcwio^  blocks  Tff 
instruction] 

1.  Live  firing  of  individual  and  crew  served  weapons. 

2.  Compass  and  map  reading 

3.  Immediate  action  drill  and  counter  ambush  techniques, 
li.  Grenade  throwing  and  employment  of  claymore  nines. 

5.  Patrolling,  raids  and  a[d>usbes. 

6.  Small  unit  tactics. 

7.  Establishing  A1  patrol  base. 

The  Refresher  Training  Program  has  met  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  depending 
on  how  receptive,  enthusiastic,  and  aggi'essivo  tho  VNSF  camp  commander  and 
VNSP  detachment  h.as  executed  and  carried  out  the  training  program  and  how 
closely  the  USASF  Dot  has  monitored  and  supervlsad  the  training  in  their 

respective  camps. 


(c)  The  Phu  Quoc  Island  Training  center,  17  CTZ,  has 
oonpleted  training  of  four  companies  (1x73  recruits)  which  havo  bean  deployed 
to  canp  Hy  Dien  II  (A-i*l6). 

(d)  Training  was  completed  for  crews  of  four  TSnm  pack 
howitzers  by  the  7th  AR7N  Dlv  In  17  Corps.  Tho  howitzers  were  deployed  to 
Detachments  A-hl3  and  A-U15  during  the  last  week  in  December.  Training 
courses  for  airboat  drivers,  crews  and  madntenanoe  personnel  were  conducted 
at  I4oc  Hoa  and  Cao  Lanh  airboat  facilities. 
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e,  Aviitlon:  During  the  period  of  October  through  December  of  1967* 
aviation  operatlono  included  several  emergency  resupplies,  throughout  the  Republic 
of  Vietnam  and  several  combat  assault  operations  flcwn  In  support  of  the 
Installation  Defense  Command.  The  aviation  office  has  three  se,:arate  functions^ 
These  functions  are  handled  by  three  separate  officers  and  the  activities  conducted 
by  each,  during  this  period  of  time,  will  be  discussed  individuallyi 


i  (1)  The  Air  Force  Liaison  officer  (ALO)  has  done  all  of  the  planning 

I  and  coordination  for  forward  air  controller  (FAC)  and  tactical  air  support  for 
i  detachments  B-52,  detachment  B-50,  and  Company  "E"  of  the  20th  Infantry.  This 

t  entails  setting  up  tactical  air  control  points  at  each  of  the  unit  FOB'S,  The  FAC 

i  pilots,  communications  personnel,  and  aircraft  are  assigned  to  the  unit  concerned 
I  end  live  at  the  FOB  with  the  Special  Forces  personnel. 


(2)  The  Tactic  Airlift  Liaison  officer  (TALC)  has  done  all  of  the 
coordinating  and  scheduling  of  lift  aircraft  for  normal  operations.  He  ha.'  also 
coordinated  and  made  all  arrangements  for  emergency  resupplies,  combat  essential 
airlifts,  and  tactical  emergency  airlifts.  During  this  reporting  period  (normal 
airlift)  there  was  a  total  of  5,861,000  pounds  moved  by  airlift  fram  the  5th  SFGA 
LSC  to  various  parts  of  the  RVN,  Of  this  total  U,30O,U0O  pounds  were  air-landed 
and  5*818,000  pounds  ware  air-dropped. 

(3)  The  5th  SFGA  Aviation  officer  coordinated  and  scheduled  all  U.S. 
Army  Aviation  In  support  of  5th  SFGA.  Durlsig  this  period  of  time  it  was  realized 
that  additional  U.S,  Army  Aviation  support  would  have  to  be  made  available  to  the 
Installation  Defense  Comnand  (IDC).  As  of  this  date  no  aircraft  have  been  allocate/ 
to  the  IDC}  however,  on  a  tactical  emergency  request,  airci-aft  are  usually  on 
station  within  thirty  (30)  minutes  after  the  request  is  received. 

f.  Combat  Developments:  See  inclosure  number  four  (U)  for  a  summary  of 
all  projects  currently  under  evaluation. 
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U*  (C)  Logistics: 

a.  General:  From  1  Novenfeer  196?  through  31  January  1968,  the  Logistical 
Support  Center  continued  to  provide  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group's  widely  disp>>i*sed 
coi'tpanles  and  detachments  with  all  classes  of  siq>oly  and  up  to  limited  depot  main^. 
tenance*  Over  10,000  tons  of  supplies  were  delivered  by  the  ISC  to  supported  iinits. 
O'/or  2^  tons  of  food,  clothing,  annunltion  and  general  supplies  were  air  dropped  by 
the  Logistical  Supported  Center  to  Isolated  camps  and  special  operations, 

b.  Supply  (LSC): 

(1)  The  mld>year  budget  review  was  conducted  with  representatives 
Irom  the  Coimter  Insurgency  Supoort  Office,  S-3,  Signal  Office,  S-h,  Staff  Engineer, 
and  Comptroller  sections. 

(2)  A  complete  Inventory  of  all  warehouses  was  conducted. 

c.  Maintcnsfnce:  A  satisfactory  program  of  preventive  maintenance  and  a 
procedure  for  requesting  and  storing  repair  parts  was  found  to  be  lacking  in  some 
units.  A  mobile  maintenance  team  was  organised  at  Group  Level  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  units  with  all  aspects  of  their  maintenance  program.  Although  this  team 
is  programed  by  a  schedule,  the  actual  time  spent  in  a  unit  is  determined  by  the 
imit's  needs  for  assistance, 

d.  Movements  and 'Storage  (LSC): 

(1)  An  additional  lumber  storage  facility  was  renovated. 

(2)  Construction  of  a  new  berm  and  ammunition  storage  ready  line  has 

i)con  started. 

e.  Company  A. 

(1)  General:  The  forward  Supoly  Point  of  Conqpany  A  shipped  an  all 
time  high  in  cargo  and  material  with  the  tonnage  Increasing  mcHithly,  During 
Hovesnber,  Oeceraber,  and  January  5,385,U76  lbs,  6,398,126  lbs,  and  7,306,7UO  lbs 
were  shipped  respectively.  Camp  construction  in  III  CTZ  accounted  for  the  increased 
tonnage. 


(2)  On  20  Novenher  1967  a  special  release  was  obtained  from  USj'iRV  for 
5;)000  sheets  of  M8A1  airfield  matting  to  be  used  in  the  opening  of  Due  Hue,  Detach¬ 
ment  A-351.  This  item  was  essential  to  the  engineers  in  order  foi'  them  to  start 
construction  on  the  now  A-site,  All  materials  for  A-351  were  stoclqpilcd  at  Due  Hoa 
Detachment  B-35»  further  broken  down  and  airlifted  to  the  new  site  by  CH-1»7  heli¬ 
copters.  All  materials  were  stockpllod  prior  to  1  December.  Buildings  were  prepared 
at  Long  Binh  Post,  transported  to  Ouc  Hue.  Riggers  and  forklifts  with  operators  were 
attached  to  B-35  to  assist  them  in  the  movement  of  materials  to  the  new  can^. 

CONF'OevMTinL 
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Suppliea  and  oquipnent  were  moved  to  Due  Hue  utilizing  ComparG^  A's  organic 
transportation* 

(3)  Movement  of  .naterials  to  Tay  Ninh,  Detachment  B-32*  for  use  in 
construction  of  the  canqj  at  Thien  Ngon  began  on  2U  November.  The  total  pre-stocked 
v’as  moved  by  the  8th  of  December  by  convoy  and  CH-U7.  Riggers  and  forklifts  were 
furnished  to  detactaent  B-32. 

(U)  On  iS  December  the  forward  supply  point  began  sending  convoys  to 
Hon  Quan  with  materials  for  a  new  B  Detachment  site.  This  marked  the  first  convoy 
from  Company  A  to  Detactaient  B-33  In  Hon  Quan.  Convoys  over  the  last  two  months 
Saved  the  government  considerably  by  reducing  the  jiumber  of  sorties  flown  and 
releasing  aircraft  for  higher  priority  missions. 

(5)  In  January  material  was  moved  to  Tay  Ninh  Detachment  B-32  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  camp  at  Katum  and  stoclq>iled  at  the  5Sdth  Engineer 
Battalion  storage  area. 

f.  Company  0. 

(l)  General:  During  the  quarter  the  Company  D  forward  supply  point 
handled  over  seven  million  pounds  of  supplies.  Over  three  and  one  half.  JtiUion 
oounds  were  shipped  to  subordinate  detachments.  Breakdown  of  supplies  handled 


follows  s 

Total  supplies  handled:  7>190,li3*i 

Total  supplies  received:  3*501,902 

Total  supplies  shipped  to  detachments:  3,^36,532 
Total  shipped  by  air:  3,592,010 

Total  air  landed;  2,662,173 

Total  air  dropped:  876, 5h5 

Total  Lolex;  52,91:2 


(2)  Supply  handling  totals  for  the  past  quarter  show  that  186,630 
pounds  more  supplies  were  shipped  from  <^he  forward  supply  point  than  were 
received.  These  figures  do  not  reflect  the  quantities  of  due  outs  that  were  on 
hand.  Many  detachments  at  the  end  of  the  quarter  were  down  to  basic  loads  in 
aiununition  and  have  minimal  stocks  of  rations.  Also  barrier  materials  were  non¬ 
existent,  A3J.  of  these  are  bulk  items  which  cannot  be  economically  hauled  in 
quantity  by  aircraft.  There  is  a  requirement  for  at  least  one  L5T  or  similar 
beach  landing  vessel  to  deliver  supplies  to  Can  Tho  each  month. 
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5»  (U)  Revolutionary  Development  Support  Activities 

a.  I  CTZ 

(1)  During  Bovember  the  resettlement  of  Tra  Trung  Hanlet  in 
Tra  Bong  District  continued  with  USASF  supporting  the  construction  of  the 
new  hamlet.  Refeigecs  have  started  to  move  into  the  safe  area  around  Camp 
Gia  Vuc  stating  they  are  leaving  the  contested  area  because  of  heavy  VC 
taxation.  The  people  are  bringing  their  rice  harvest  with  them  to  put  in 
the  rice  storage  areas  that  have  proven  very  successful  in  Gia  Vuc.  A 
total  of  10,14.80  pounds  of  CIVAC  Supplies  vc-'q  airlifted  to  support  the  move 
of  the  villagers  from  Mong-Oia  to  Gia  Vuc,  Two  CA/PO  conferences  wore  held 
this  month.  The  first  vras  at  Company  C  for  all  "A"  detachment  GA/PO  officers. 

At  this  meeting  the  S5  staff  presented  a  program  designated  to  update  old 
Jjiformation  and  anffl^er  questions  from  newly  assigned  CA/PO  officerSr  The 
second  meeting  was  held  at  Quang-Ngai  with  all  the  GA/PO  personnel  j*'  the 
province  receiving  a  briefing  at  Sector  Headquarters,  The  meeting  was 
attended  by  personnel  from  COMUS  and  M'lCV  as  well  as  CA/PO  personnel.  It 

was  designed  so  that  sector  personnel  and  USASF  personnel  could  obtain  a 
better  understanding  of  the  relationship  that  exists  between  district  and 
province  and  their  respective  advisors.  Follcrxing  the  briefing  USASF  CA/PO 
officers  discussed  problems  peculiar  to  each  district  and  possiole  solutions 
that  could  work  if  help  from  province  was  provided.  The  meeting  has  resulted 
in  a  better  working  relationship  between  sector  an  -ub-scctor  advisors, 

(2)  The  Civic  Action  effort  in  I  CTZ  during  December  was  high¬ 
lighted  by  immediate  reaction  to  disasters  an  refugee  influxes.  The  hamlet 
of  Ba  Lang,  located  east  of  Camp  Ba  Tn,  lost  its  entire  rice  harvest.  Within 
xwsnty-four  hours  of  the  disaster  cnn-ir^h  foodstuffs  were  airlifted  to  Be  To 
tc  insure  the  people  would  have  enouj,"  *■  /od  to  eat  until  the  next  crop  was 
harvested.  Food  and  clothing  were  also  provided  within  twenty-four  hours  of 
the  arrival  of  175  refugees  at  Camp  Tien  Phuoc.  The  refugees  were  a  result 
of  an  operation  conducted  by  this  camp.  At  Camp  Gia  Vuc  the  Vietnamese 
Special  Forces  have  begun  a  program  of  instruction  in  the  Vietnamese  language. 
This  is  irdicative  of  the  increase  in  part icipcct. ion  tho  V>FSF  are  giving  Civic 
Action  jJTOgrams  at  this  location.  Also  at  Gia  Vuc  a  new  school  was  corapletod 
in  Hamlet  C.  The  people  of  the  villatc  provided  the  labor  for  construction 

of  the  building.  Shortly  after  completion  of  the  structure  a  ceremony  was 
held.  Dirjier  was  provided  followed  \,y  entertainment.  Education  Officials  from 
province  fxid  national  level  wore  present.  This  school  will  enable  sixty 
children  to  begin  their  education.  Greater  airlift  capability  has  boon  achieved 
through  the  cooperati  -n  of  the  1st  Marine  Air  Wing,  This  unit  is  supporting 
the  Soecial  "e  ces  movement  of  GA  commodities  with  its  CH-53  helicopters.  The 
tot-jl  mount  of  Civic  Action  supplies  shipped  during  this  month  was  78,829 
pour,i  j . 
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(3)  In  January  highway  #h,  from  Lanang  to  the  Special  Forces  Can^: 
at  Thuong  Due  was  opened,  lilhila  a  convoy  was  being  ori  anized,  the  cJlo^i^y•  again 
blow  out  one  of  the  bridges,  Qn  6  Januarjj  the  bridge  was  repaired  and  local 
security  set  up.  On  9  January^  an  integrated  venture  between  the  VNSF  and 
JSASF  was  started  and  resulted  in  tho  first  convoy  into  Thuong  Due  in  eight 
years.  Approximately  10,000  Tot  gifts  of  clothing,  caidy,and  toys  were 
distributed  to  the  population  in  or  near  our  ''A"  camps  thnughout  I  CTZ,  Each 
cninp  also  had  a  dragon  costume  to  do  the  traditional  Tat  dragon  dance  during 
tho  ceremonies.  Prior  to  Tet,  a  survey  was  condictcd  at  each  "A"  camp  to  as¬ 
certain  what  food  items  the  population  desired  for  the  Tet  celebration.  The 
people  desired  special  jams,  jellies,  and  various  fruits  which  could  not  be 
obtained  in  the  various  villages.  Approximately  )j,300  lbs  of  those  comodities 
wore  also  distributed.  Construction  was  started  on  a  nev;  CA  warehouse  for  use 
at  tho  "C"  team.  The  bailding  will  have  a  loading  dock  at  each  end  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  complotod  by  tho  end  of  Fobruaryi  On  23  January^  the  cncry 
situation  at  the  Special  Forces  Camp  of  Long  Vei  was  critical,  Tho  eneny  was 
burning  down  villages  and  others  were  being  abandoned  duo  to  fear  of  the  cnon|r. 
On  25  January,  a  flow  of  refugees  was  pouring  into  the  area  arcund  the  camp, 

Dao  to  the  lock  of  aircraft  and  the  oneny  situation,  evacuction  was  impossible* 
Ey  tho  morning  of  the  26th  over  7,000  people  had  moved  into  the  area  Just 
northeast  of  the  camp.  The  S5  section  was  working  with  CORDS  and  III  MiiF  to 
bring  all  available  aid  to  the  people,  but  very  little  supplies  were  on  hand, 
of  the  supplies  came  from  Company  C,  By  1300  hours  on  the  26th,  the  start 
of  a  i.iassive  airdrop  was  in  progress.  In  36  hours  25,500  lbs  'f  rice, 

2,200  lbs  of  salt,  51i,000  PIR  rations,  250  lbs  of  milk,  and  IiEDCaP  supplies 
were  airdropped  into  ttie  area.  On  27  January,  a  VC  element  moved  to  the  edge 
of  the  Ha  Thanh's  safe  area  and  burned  down  a  village  creating  1500  more 
refugees.  Food  and  supplies  were  moved  by  C7A  on  the  26th  and  29th  of  January 
fur  -these  people. 


lik 
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b.  II  CTZ 

(1)  In  November  the  newly  constructed  civior  action  supply  ware¬ 
house  at  Company  B,  Pleiku  was  stocked.  In  the  past  request  for  civic 
action  suppll'^s  have  had  to  be  forwarded  to  Detachment  B-55  in  Saigon.  This 
procedure  has  caused  unavoidable  delays  before  the  commodities  arrived  at  the 
requesting  detachment.  Under  the  new  system,  the  supplies  will  be  shipped 
directly  from  the  company  warehouse  to  the  detachments.  Restocking  of  the 
company  warehouse  will  be  accomplished  through  Detachment  B-55  supply  channels. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  new  system  will  cut  delivery  time  to  a  minimum. 
Detachments D-2 2,  B-23,  and  B-5l  each  received  a  new  S5  officer  this  month.  The 
addition  of  these  three  officers  should  greatly  improve  the  effectiveness  of 
the  civic  action  progress  at  their  assigned  detachments;  however,  pruiarj'’ 
duty  CA  personnel  arc  still  rcqxiirGd  t’nroughout  the  CTZ.  An  increase  of  $00 
refugees  this  month  has  accounted  for  a  step-up  in  construction,  arid  distribution 
of  clothing,  commodities,  and  other  materials,  as  well  as  additional  t-IEDCAPu 

to  meet  the  health  and  sanitation  needs  of  the  refugees.  The  i  rcatest  increase 
of  rerogees  was  at  Detachment  B-2U,  Konturw  Continuing  projects  accounted  for 
much  of  the  effort  throughout  the  CTZ  this  month.  Camps  that  are  to  be  closed 
or  converted  are  placing  emphasis  on  the  completion  of  current  projects. 

Planning  also  has  begun  at  most  of  tlie  dwtachmonts  for  the  Christmas/Tet  holi¬ 
days, 

(2)  In  December  the  Civic  Action  effort  in  II  CTZ  was  highlighted 
by  the  cooperation  exhibited  between  VNSF  and  US.\SF  at  all  levels  for  the 
ChristmaB  program,  approximately  20,000  Christms  packages  were  distributed 
among  all  "’B"  and  "A"  detachments.  The  main  groups  that  received  the  gifts 
were  the  dependents  of  the  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group  (olIX})_  and  VNSF, 

In  the  ilha  T.ang  area  approximately  5,Sob  gifts  wore  distributed.  This  was 
hi;.hliphted  by  a  party  attended  by  about  1,000  children.  At  the  party,  ice 
cream,  liquid  refreshments,  cookies,  and  gum  were  distributed.  A  mock-up 

of  a  locomotive  with  train  cars  was  made.  This  provided  rides  for  the 
children.  At  Kontum,  3-2U,  gifts  vjere  also  distributed  to  two  orphanages, 
one  hospital,  and  the  Leprosarium.  At  Trung  Dung,  A-?02j,  a  total  of  7, 5000 
gifts  wore  distributed  at  two  Christmas  parties.  The  gi.ft  packai.es  that  were 
distributed  in  II  OTZ  were  composed  of  children's  clothes,  toys,  and  caidy. 

.ill  pro(,raoa  %^ero  well  received  and  a  f  reat  psychological  impact  was  made. 

At  Dak  Pek,  A-21t2,  a  camp  rifle  competitian  meet  sponsored  ty  the  '.qjSF  was 
held.  Teams  from  the  five  CIDG  companies,  two  special  platoons,  and  a  team 
each  from  th..  VNSF  and  USiSF  entered  the  competition.  The  205th  CIDG  company 
won  both  team  and  high  individual  honors.  The  winning  team  hosted  a  party  for 
the  runners-up.  This  has  contributed  significantly  to  an  increase  of  morale 
for  the  CIDG.  Bonds  cf  friendship,  respect,  and  cooperation  were  forged 
among  all  pt.'rsonnol.  The  CA  Logistical  Center  at  Saigon,  B-55,  has  filled 
approximately  605?  of  the  initial  supply  requests  for  Compajiy  B's  warehouse. 

The  strike  at  Air  /urvoriers  seriously  hampered  further  shlpi.ients.  The  low 
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priority  afforded  Civic  Actiai  supplies  on  military  aircraft  continues  to  be  a 
serious  problem,  especially  when  Air  America  aircraft  are  not  available, 

(3)  As  a  result  of  the  joint  POUJAR  conference  held  in  Nha  Trang 
in  January,  the  VHSF  S-5  coiintcrpart  at  Company  B  began  plans  for  a  corps  level 
POU'/AR  training  program/  On  28  January  19  Camp  Strike  Force  (POLWAR)  students 
from  all  of  the  major  tribal  -roups  in  II  CTZ  began  three  months  of  training  at 
the  Da  Mpao  Agriculture  Center.  Upon  completion  those  men  will  return  to  their 
home  camp  and  instruct  others  in  egricultxire  and  animal  husbandry.  As  a  result 
of  the  increased  enemy  activity  during  the  Tet  holidays,  much  of  the  civic  action 
activity  in  the  latter  part  of  Jaiuary  centered  on  refugee  aid  and  resettlement, 
1-IEDGAPb  and  distribution  of  commodities  at  all  levels, 

c.  Ill  CTZ 

(1)  At  Hiep  Hoa,  A-351,  tne  CA  effort  that  took  place  in  November 
was  centered  primarily  on  fiEUCAPs,  Detachment  A-351  in  coordination  with  the 
2/27  Inf ai try,  25th  Infantry  Division  treated  hSO  patients  during  four  (U) 
joint  I'EDCAPs,  The  I4EDCAPS  were  conducted  to  allow  the  doctors  and  medics  to 
examine  the  patients  on  a  weekly  basis.  Trang  Sup,  A-301,  is  presently  in  the 
planning  stage  for  construction  of  three  classrooms,  a  hamlet  chief's  office, 
and  wells  for  the  village  and  market  place.  Their  Civic  Action  program  is 
gaining  tremendous  local  support,  especially  after  the  completion  of  the  Trang 
Sup  market-place.  The  local  villagers  are  enthusiastic  about  the  CLi  team  and 
ai'e  offering  a  variety  of  ideas  for  social  and  economic  improvement.  At  Loc 
Ninh,  A-331,  CIDG  dependents  v/cre  evacuated  ly  C-130  aircraft  to  Bien  Hoa  to 
protect  then  from  exploitati<xi  by  enery  forces  in  the  Loc  Ninh  area.  As  a 
result  of  the  attack  on  Loc  Ninh,  many  refugees  went  to  Hon  Quan,  3-33 •  They 
were  welcomed  by  Hon  Quan  district  representatives  and  their  basic  needs  were 
provided  for  tlirough  all  agencies  concorned.  At  Chi  Lang,  3-32,  the  recently 
trained  CIDQ  POIWAR  Squads  are  being  used  to  conduct  POD-J/Jl  and  Civic  Action 
activities  at  all  the  "A"  camps. 

(2)  In  December,  the  16  man  POUl'dl  teams  in  all  "A"  camps 
continued  to  receive  training  from  the  three  members  of  each  team  that  attended 
the  POLJ/Jl  coiiTSC  at  Co  A,  Bien  Hoa.  At  Chi  Linh,  A-333,  refugee  families  ca;iic 
into  the  safe  area.  Support  was  provided  in  helping  the  refugees  to  resettle 
and  build  homes  in  the  new  village.  In  Hiep  Hoa,  A-351,  assistance  was  given  to 
the  District  Education  system  bj’’  the  distribution  of  over  500  school  kits  in  the 
hamlets  of  Hiep  Hoa,  La  Coe,  and  Tan  Mj’’.  Domestic  assistance  was  also  provided 
by  the  distribution  of  50  kitchen  utensil  sets.  At  ilinh  Thanh,  A-332,  emphasis 
was  placed  on  the  agricultural  and  personal  hygiene  programs,  liaximum  cooperation 
was  received  from  the  villcago  chief  and  his  people.  At  Tr.an^;  Sup,  A-301, 
construction  was  completed  this  month  on  three  classrooms  and  a  Cao  Dai  Temple. 
This  has  created  a  favorable  psychological  impact  on  the  refugees  and  population 
in  the  area.  At  Chi  Lang,  B-3Z^  during  December,  civic  action  centered  around  an 
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orphsnap.o  and  thw  Christmas  program.  Gift  distribution  was  made  to  CIDQ 
lopcndcnts,  children  at  the  orphanace,  personnel  of  thj  Province  Chieu 
Joi  Center,  and  patients  in  the  local  US  and  IIVN  hospitals.  The  total 
distribution  was  in  excess  of  1*,000  gifts.  At  Tra  Cu,  A-352,  Civic  Action 
activities  during  this  reporting  period  consisted  of  planning  for  the  CIDG 
Strike  ^orcG  dayroom,  providing  medical  treatment  for  the  dopendents  of  the 
camp's  troops,  distributicn  of  health  kits,  sowing  kits,  and  fishing  kits. 

School  kits  were  also  given  to  the  children  attending  the  CIDG  dependent 
school,  A  Ohristmas  party  was  hold  at  all  detachments.  Priority  for  the 
distributicn  of  gifts  was  given  to  the-  dependents  of  the  CIDG. 

(  On  6  Jan  68,  Compary  A's  POIKAR  Team  was  divided  into  two 
G-man  sections^  nc  going  to  Det  A-3Uii,  Bunard  ,  and  the  other  going  c  Det  A-3^« 
Loc  ilinh.  The  .ections  were  sent  to  th^se  locations  for  the  purpose  of 
training  and  aiding  the  POL'//Ji  Teams  presently  at  each  location.  The  two 
sections  stayed  at  Bunard  and  Loc  Ninh  for  a  period  of  ten  days,  IXiring  that 
time  they  instructs  the  CIDG  dependents  in  personal  hygiene  and  salutation 
■".nd  discussed  the  present  war  situation  with  the  CIDG  soldiers.  The  CHO 
soldiers  ajii  their  dependents  were  taug'ht  patrictic  songs,  iit  Bunard,  the 
POUAiR  Team  band  provided  daily  enUirtainment  for  the  benefit  of  the  local 
villagers,  the  CIDG  soldiers  and  their  dependents.  They  also  helped  the 
Bunard  villagers  rebuild  their  clam  and  several  bunkers.  On  27  Jan  68,  a 
liiDCAP  from  Company  was  sent  to  Det  B-36'3  location  at  Long  Hai,  Fhuoc  Tuy 
Province,  at  the  request  ef  CA/PO  Officer  for  Dot  B-36,  The  IIEDCAP  was 
conducted  jointly  by  VNSF  an US  SF  medics  with  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
Lon^:  Hai  villag>.rs  a  more  favorable  impression  of  the  GVN  ami  showing  thorn  what 
the  GVH  can  do  for  them.  During  the  l-EDCAP.  over  300  civilians  were  given 
in'-  deal  an. I  dental  attention.  Also  on  27  Jan  66^  a  Tet  party  was  held  in  the 
C-3  Compound  for  th-  dependents  ''f  the  CIDG  and  VNSF  personnel.  Each  child 
I'cceivod  a  small  gift  of  candy,  soap,  chewing  gum,  and  clothing  and  each  family 
received  one  can  of  cooking  oil.  As  a  resiU.t  of  a  meeting  between  Det  B-3U/ 
l-ll*  S5  s  and  the-  schoolmaster  of  Tu  'lion  Primary  School  it  was  found  that 
vhc  students  lacked  school  kits  .and  the  necessary  primary  school  books.  These 
items  were  obtained  and  on  5  January  1*50  school  kits  and  100  sots  of  primary 
school  books  were  presented  to  the  school  children.  The  qchoolmastor  was 
also  interested  in  having  a  sick  call  program  for  the  children.  A  Wv-okly 
sick  call  was  initiated  on  6  January,  Once  weekly  the  US.VSF  and  VNSF  medics 
c.nduct  sick  call  at  the  school  and  administer  malaria  prophylaxis  to  c.ach 
child.  An  immunization  day  was  set  for  5  February,  The  HEDCAP  program  has 
boon  expanded  to  include  weekly  sickcall  at  Tu  Hion  II  and  Son  Truong  I 
hamlets.  Eleven  >DJ)C<\P  patrols  were  conducted  in  these  hamlets  during  the 
reporting  period  and  intoUigonce  information  given  to  the  medics  during  the 
conduct  of  these  patrols.  The  arrival  and  pv,rformance3  of  the  Civic  Action 
drama  Team  during  January  highlighted  the  Civic  iiction  Program  at  Det  A-3l*3, 

Due  Phong, 
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d.  17  CTZ 

(1)  On  19  November#  a  ceremony  was  hold  to  conimcmoratc  the 
opening  of  the  new  school  at  Ba  Xoai,  For  this  ceremony  a  special  recorded 
broadcast  was  made  by  a  Cambodian  Buddhist  monk.  The  tape  thanked  the  GVW 
and  7NSF  for  aiding  in  the  building  effort.  After  the  ceremony#  a  L-IO  aiir- 
craft  flew  over  broadcasting  the  same  message  in  order  to  roach  a  greater 
portion  of  the  population.  The  mission  of  the  exploitation  was  to  cement 
the  relationship  botwoon  the  VNSF,  GVN  and  the  local  ethnic  Cambodian 
population. 

(2)  In  November,  Dot  A-lil3  (BTT)  captured  members  of  the  VC 
263rd  liF  Bn.  The  IW's  were  brought  into  Conqmny  D  where  they  were  inter- 
viewed  for  intelligence  and  PSYOPS  purposes.  One  FW  vn^cto  a  L  aflet  and  made 
two  tapes  directed  at  other  members  of  the  263rd  Bn. 

.  (3)  In  January,  99  IIEDCAP  patrols  wore  conducted  and  15,791 

!  ma,  azincs,  7U,l55  newspapers,  6,250  pamphlets  and  8,080  posters  wore 

I  distributed,  A  total  of  311  movies  v/ure  shown  at  6l  locations  to  approoc- 

E  imatcly  1^0,520  people.  ApprcKimatcly  7,025,000  leaflets  were  distribute;'  of 
I  which  6,^3,000  were  delivered  fTcm.  aircraft.  Fifteen  rallies  and  lectures 
I  Tforc  held  and  atton.lcd  by  1,590  people,  Psj'chological  ops-rations  .and  face 
I  to  face  discussions  with  th^  l-aders  by  Detachnivnt  A-ii21  resulted  in  the 
I  return  of  150  KKK  Cambodian  soldiers  through  the  Qdeu  HOi  program. 

j  6.  (U)  PSYOPS 

I  a.  I  CTZ 

¥ 

(1)  The  most  significant  incident  resulting  from  the  use  of 
‘  Psychological  Operations  in  I  CTZ  during  the  month  of  November  was  the 
i  increase  of  Hoi  Chanh.  In  three  caeos  the  information  gained  from  the  Hoi 

1  Charhwas  considered  reliable  eno\;igh  to  exploit  fully.  The  primary  media 

•  used  for  exploitation  were  leaflets  .and  loudspeaker  broadcasts.  Interrogation 
has  revealed  that  the  best  time  to  make  loudspeaker  appeals  is  between  I8OO-  : 

I  2000  hours, which  is  the  tine  that  the  Viet  Cong  hold  their  propa^^anda  meetings, 

i 

I  (2)  j'm  operation  conducted  on  21  December  at  Tien  Ftiuoc  was  a 

combined  military  and  PSIOP  operation.  .Uth  the  ground  forces  wore  a  loud¬ 
speaker  team  and  an  armed  propa!-;anda  team  from  the  2l;iith  PSYOPS  Company,  In 
conjunction  with  f.round  operations,  aerial  loudspeaker  and  leaflet  flights 
were  conducted.  The  people  were  urged  to  move  to  the  safe  area  and  Chiou  Hoi 
appeals  were  made.  As  a  result, three  Hoi  Ch.anh  aid  203  refugees  moved  into 
the  safe  area.  On  25  December, three  IJVA  rallied  at  Thuong  Due,  Within  ii5 
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ininutcs  after  the  camp  notified  the  C  team,  an  02B  aircraft  was  over  the 
target  making  an  appeal  to  the  onomy  in  the  area  to  rally.  On  2?  December* 
this  same  camp  spotted  small  groups  of  NVA  moving  in  the  same  area,  Within 
two  hours  a  t^  was  cut  at  thv-  C  team  and  was  broadcast  over  the  area, 

(3)  During,  the-  month  of  January,  109  I-EuUAPs  were  conducted. 
Approximately  21,800  people  wore  treated  during  these  MEDGAPa*  Face-to-face 
propaganda  was  conducted  with  the  themes  of  supporting  G7N  and  of  reporting  to 
authorities  all  VC  ?ad  NVA  activities,  PSTOP  publication  material  distributed 
during  the  month  oj.  January  was  as  follows:  2,000  magazines,  2,350  newspapers, 
13,700  pamphlets,  and  2,5l0  posters.  Approximately  2U,105,600  leaflets  were 
dissominated  of  which  55,600  were  distributed  by  hand.  Twenty-one  and  one 
half  hours  of  loudspeaker  opt-ratior.s  were  conducted.  All  themes  followed  the 
JUSPAO  guidlines  distributed  for  the  Tet  period, 

b.  II  CTZ 

(1)  Psychological  operations  have  bui^n  very  effective  during 
November  as  indicated  by  the  increase.  In  the  number  of  Hoi  Chanh  who  returned 
to  the  GVH,  One  of  the  contributing  factors  of  this  increase  was  the  Immediate 
use  of  Hoi  Chanh  as  a  propaganda  vehicle.  Planning  was  begun  to  exploit  the 
Christmas  and  Tet  Holidays,  Construction  of  a  Joint  war  monument  to  all 
soldiers  killed  from  Detachment  A-237  was  begun  in  the  t^wn  of  Luong  Son, 

This  monument  will  serve  as  an  example  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  all 
Vietnamese  during  the  war, 

(2)  During  December, li9  hoiirs  of  aircraft  and  loudspeaker 
missions  wore  flown  and  lt,062,h50  Icallcts  wore  dropped  throughout  the  Corps 
area,  A  total  of  338  hours  of  ground  loudspeaker  operations  were  also 
conducted  and  52,600  leaflets  were  disseminated  by  hand  during  these 

opera tiont.  These  PSTOP  missions  resulted  in  a  total  of  21  Hoi  Chanh  for  the 
month  of  December, 

(3)  PSYOFB  activities  d\iring  January  were  again  highlighted  by 
the  effective  clissominatd.dn  of  leaflets  aiid  timely  broadco.sts  of  taped  appeals 
to  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  /imy  \xnits.  Airborne  inlssicns  accounted 
for  the  dissemination  of  3,106,800  leaflets  ;  nd  30,5  hours  of  loudspeaker 
operations.  On  the  ground  30,660  leaflets  and  33U*2  hours  of  loudspeaker 
broadcasts  were  made  in  conjunction  with  combat  operations.  Returnees  during 
this  reporting  period  totaled  20,  Eleven  of  these  Hoi  Chanh  reported  that 
leaflets  had  caused  tbom  to  rotxirn  to  the  GVN,  while  eight  attributed  their 
return  to  loudspeaker  operations.  The  continuing  success  of  the  psyops  program 
in  II  CTZ  be  attributed  to  the  rapid  filling  of  requests  for  airborne 
missions.  During  Januaryj  eight  micsiais  were  requested  and  seven  missions 
wore  flown. 
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c.  Ill  CTZ 

(1)  On  15  November,  four  local  Kontagnard  Viet  Cong,  which 
included  one  squad  l^a^r,  rallied  to  district  headquarters.  The  Hoi  Chanh 
brought  their  rifles  with  them.  The  squad  leader  made  a  tape  asking  tho 
rest  of  his  squad  to  rally  and  the  tape  was  played  ffom  a  U-10  aircraft. 

(2)  At  Chi  Lang,  B-32,  tho  number  of  personnel  to  Chiou  Hoi 
increased  by  30?5  from  November  and  was  a:  result  of  the  ejctensivc  loudspeaker 
'aroadcasts  and  leaflet  drops.  At  Bu  Dop,  Detachment  A“3lil,  Christmas  gifts 
and  clothing  wore  dlstrioutod  to  tho  CIEG  dependents  and  the  inhabitants  of 
3u  Dop  hamlet.  This  was  a  timely  morale  booster  since  it  followed  numerous 
attacks  on  the  camp  earlier  in  the  month.  The  result  was  a  favorable 
psydiologloal  impact  on  tho  CIDG  troops  and  population  in  the  area, 

(3)  During  January,  33  ilEDCAP's  were  conducted  with  approximately 
6,600  persons  receiving  its  benefits.  Throughout  III  CTZ  approximately  6l 
medical  aids  were  trained  and  is  expected  to  contribute  greatly  to  medical 
and  health  and  sanitation  programs  presently  being  conducted  in  this  Corps, 

(U)  The  following  numbers  of  PS'fOP  periodicals  were  distributed* 
li,UOO  magazines,  5,6UO  newspapers,  and  71  posters.  There  were  7,165,500 
distributed  by  air.  Sixty-eight  hours  of  loudspeaker  operations  were  condue.od 
of  which  37  hours  were  conducted  on  the  ground.  Compary  A  focused  the  majority 
of  its  PEYOPS  support  in  January  on  Det  B-36'b  Operation  YELLO'/'iTONE  which 
ended  on  25  Jan  68,  During'  this  operation  li*.  PSYOP  missions  wore  flown 
against  the  NVA  ar  \  VC  units  in  Det  B-36's  TAOR  for  a  total  of  6,1*1:2,000 
leaflets  air-dropped  and  9  hours  and  U5  minutes  of  aerial  broadcast  tine. 

Themes  employed  wer>^  Chieu  Hoi,  Ask  thi^  People,  ’-Uiat  docs  Chicu  Hoi  mean 
to  the  NVA  soldier.  Weapons,  Reward,  Scare,  and  ChieU  Hoi  Tct  themes,  Tet 
thta:nes  were  employed  after  1  Jon  68  to  exploit  the  enemies  desire  to  return 
homo  for  the  Tet  season, 

d.  IV  CTZ 

(1)  In  November,  Detachment  A-U21,  Ba  Xoai,  with  support  from 
the  Company  D  engineer  detachment,  repaired  the  rf^ad  from  Ba  Xoai  to  De 
Hoac  in  Chau  Doc  Province,  making  it  negotiable  to  all  pedestrian  end 
vLhiclc  traffic.  On  19  November  1967, the  Ba  Xoai  school  was  officially 
opened  by  religious,  military,  end  GVN  district  officials.  Two  days  prior 
to  the  official  opening,  clothing,  school  kits,  and  classroom  charts  were 
distributed  to  the  school  children.  On  opening  day  District  distributed 
candy  and  health  kits  to  the  children.  Detachment  B-HSj  Cao  Lanh,  provincial 
refugee  cadre  made  a  preliminary  visit  to  Hy  iui  District  to  register  refugoos. 
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This  enabled  the  refugees  to  receive  support  under  the  GVN  refugee  program. 
Previously  they  had  bwen  supported  largely  threugh  US  channels.  Sixty-five 
claims  wore  processed  undet  the  MILCAP  program  in.'^evorabor.  The  significant 
factor  about  this  is  that  the  .claims  were  for  damages  that  occurred  approxi¬ 
mately  one  month  prior.  Up  to  I8  months  wero  previously  required  for  the 
processing’  cf  these  claims.  At  Dctachmont  A-i;31>  Cai  Cai,  desk  tops  for  tho 
camp  sohe  were  constructed  from  discarded  aitinunitic>n  boxes  by  tho  Camp 
Strike  Force  POLWAR  Squad  On  2U  Nove.mber,  the  US.iSF  Exef:utivc  Officer  of  tho 
detachment  and  his  VNSF  oountorpart  visited  Ap  Choi  doi  and  discussed  with 
the  people  their  needs.  It  was  decided  a  school  for  tho  200  plus  villago 
children  was  needed.  A  site  was  selected  and  plans  were  made  for  construction. 

(2)  In  December  at  Binh  Thanh  Then,  over  hOO  people  turned  out 
to  work  on  repairing  the  road  from  District  Headquarters  to  Binh  Thanh  Then 
which  was  damaged  ly  the  annual  floccis.  Through  this  display  of  arnmunity 
spirit,  the  road  is  onco  again  fully  oporaticnal.  A  trash  removal  project 
was  also  completed  at  Binh  Thabh  Thon.  A  sanitation  cart  now  goes  around 
the  village  three  times  a  week  Collecting  garbage  and  has  increased  the 
lealthi.and  sanitation  of  thv  villago  considerably.  A  public  theater  was 
constructed  at  Lonj:  Khot.  The  theater  is  opened  to  all  civilian  and  military 
personnel  in  the  area.  At  Chau  Doc,  B-ii2,  on  animal  liusbandiy  program  was 
instituted.  A  ten  month  old  Duroc  boar  was  purchased  along  with  three  younger 
boars  and  eleven  young  sows.  A  large  swine  herd  is  expected  in  the  future 
with  a  goal  of  establishing  a  source  rf  meat  for  the  populace.  At  Thuong  Thoi, 
A-U32,  progress  was  made  in  developing  a  functioning  civil  govumment. 
Responsibilities  for  maintenance  of  various  public  facilities  wore  previously 
never  fixed.  Ae  a  result,  when  tho  villa^.c  water  p-ump  broke  down,  no  one 
fixed  it  bv,cau3e  no  agency  was  given  the  rosponslbility  for  its  maintenance. 

The  CA/PO  Officer  at  this  location  explained  t^,  the  Oi  strict  Chief  the  necessity 
of  as5ignin(;  responsibilities  to  th-  various  civil  elements.  The  Government 
has  now  learned  the  importance  of  asv-..gning  responsibilities  to  its  offices. 

(3)  During  January,  the  people  of  Kicn  Riong  Province  displayed 
their  appreciation  for  the-  support  rendured  by  Detachment  A-U13A  in  tho 
operation  cf  tho  public  theater  at  Long  Khot,  They  donated  9600$TO  to 
purchase  musical  instruments  and  to  support  neeily  families.  On  23  January 
in  Cao  Lanh  (B-ii3),  539  war  victims  were  given  cookine  oil,  bulgur  wheat, 
clothing  and  school  kits  during  tho  "Spring  of  Trees"  annual  ceremony. 
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7.  (U)  Personnel  and  Administration 

a.  Coimnand  Strength  -  The  foUovdng  figures  represent  the  assigned  and 
attached  strength  of  the  Group  for  the  reporting  period: 


(1) 

At  the 

beginning  of  the  reporting  period: 

OFF 

59A 

V/O 

27 

Efi 

2629 

3250 

(2) 

At  the 

end  of  the  reporting  period: 

OFF 

577 

v;o 

23 

EM 

2800 

3400 

b.  Accounts  vdth  St.  Lou3.3,  Daltinorc,  and  Japan  for  pinpoint  dist¬ 
ribution  have  been  established  for  the  Greup  Headquartex's,  NotiooiAxls  laproyanant 
in  the  ability  of  tho  connand  to  maintain  regulation  reference  sets  and  provide 
sufficient  supplies  of  forms  will  not  occur  until  all  companies  have  established 
their  own  accounts. 

c.  Recent  ac<  iiisition  of  two  raultilith  machines  and  live  3H  photi- 
copiers  will  greatly  improve  the  Quality  of  the  Group's  reproduction  capabilities 
as  soon  as  the  Grouj-  obtains  necessary  supplies  to  operate  the  machines  on  a  con¬ 
tinuous  basis. 


d.  Awards  and  Decorations:  The  follcuang  awards  and  decorations 
v;ere  approved  during  the  reporting  period: 


AWARD 

TOT/iL 

Distinguished  Service  Cross 

6 

Silver  Star 

62 

Distinguished  Fl3ring  Cross 

6 

Soldiers  Modal 

26 

Legion  of  Merit 

10 

Bronze  Star  (V) 

151 

Bronze  Star 

346 

Air  Medal  (V) 

15 

Air  Medal 

250 

Army  Commerdation  Medal  (V) 

95 
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AWiRD 

TOTAL 

Army  Commendation  Kedal 

217 

Purple  Heart  * 

61 

Combat  Medical  Badge 

38 

Combat  Infantry  Badge 

604 

Vietnamese  Awards 

226 

Other  US  Awards  (for  non- 

26 

Special  Forces  personnel) 


*KOTS;  Docs  not  include  Purple  Hearts  awarded  by  hospitals. 

e.  Judge  Advocate  Section: 

(1)  The  Oinction  of  the  SJA  has  been  expanded  to  include  a  Foreim 
Claims  Commissiort.  This  means  tliat  along  with  authorization  for  apprortng  pei'- 
sbnal.  claims  against  the  Government  by  U.S,  personnel  up  to  $500.00,  the  SJA  can 
also  approve  claims  against  the  Gov-'rnment  by  Vietnamese  or  other  foreign  nation¬ 
als  up  to  $10CXD.00.  This  Foreign  Claims  Commission  includes  not  only  Sth  Special 
Forces  Group's  Foreign  Claims  but  Foreign  Claims  for  all  units  of  I  Field  Force 
Vietnam  as  well. 

(2)  Refersnee  Summary  Court  Jurisdiction  down  to  coiBiiantlcrs  at 
the  C  Detacluncnt  level;  Since  5th  Group  Regulation  27-1  delegated  jurisdiction 
dovr  to  the  C  Detacliment  level,  two  C  Detachnicnts  have  used  it.  Increased  coordi- 
Ttation  between  SJA  and  AdrtLn  Supervisors  for  C  Detachments  will  be  necessary 

to  insure  proper  prepnratior'  of  records  of  trial  and  publishing  of  appointing 
and  promulagating  orders. 

1,  A&R  and  Special  Services; 

(1)  The  Special  Services  program  has  expanded  its  facilities  with 
the  addition  of  a  regulation  tennis  court,  adding  a  roof  to  the  hardball  court 
ard  construction  of  horseshoe  pits.  Current  p] ans  ccaiter  around  initiating  a 
vhoto-lab  dark  room  and  a  sun  bathing  atm* 

(2)  The  supnly  of  athletic  •ouipmont  has  been  replenished  ly 
obt^ningmorc  softballs,  bats,  hasketballs,  hardball  gloves,  hardballs,  tennis 
rackets  and  tennis  halls, 

g.  The  Civilian  Personnel  Office  has  initiated  a  study  of  the  Group's 
Civilian  Personnel.  The  nolr  areas  to  be  covered  are  the  justification  of  posi¬ 
tions  roqoiring' civilians  and  possible  areas  of  raductlon  of  dvllian  persomol. 
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3.  (U)  Ifedical: 

a.  CIDG  iiodical  Care: 

(1)  In  IJovember  1967,  the  CIDQ  hospital  at  Ban  Me  Thuot  completed  its 
expansion  from’  15  to  30  beds.  In  addition,  a  major  surgical  capability  was 
installed  to  (jrovdde  more  extensive  care  of  CIDCi  trocps  in  southern  II  Corps. 

(2)  The  CIDQ  hospital  at  Da  dang  begai  construction  in  Januai'y  1968 
in  order  to  expand  liO  to  80  beds.  This  expansion  will  provide  more  adequate 
-•'acilitles  for  the  treatment  of  ill  and  wounded  I  CT2  CIDG. 

b.  CIDG  Medical  Training:  An  flight  week  basic  aidman  course  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  December  and  January  for  31^  C.TDG  at  Co  B  headquarters  in  Blelkji. 

The  course  was  conducted  in  various  liantagnard  dialects  in  an  effort  to  nrovide 
more  formal  training  for  CIDG  platoon  aidmen. 

c»  Preventive  Medlcino:  Approximately  11j5,0')0  CIDG  and  Vietnamese  ci¬ 
vilians  in  I  and  II  CTZ  were  imraumized  against  bubonic  plague  with  indig onous  vac¬ 
cine,  The  program  was  completed  on  10  December  19^7, 

d,  Narcotics  control:  On  8  Dec  67,  a  new  narcotics  control  regulation 
was  published  by  5th  Special  forces  Group  (Abn).  This  regulation  provides  for 
adequate  accountability  of  narcotics  and  sensitive  drugs  and  yet  talces  into 
account  the  country-wide  deployment  of  5th  SFGA,  the  fact  that  Special  Forces 
riedical  aidman  perform  the  services  of  battalion  surgeons,  and  the  unique  problems 
ancotmtered  in  supporting  indigenous  irregular  forces. 
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9.  (C)  Signal 

a„  The  Group  Signal  Officer  has  developed  and  is  presently  evaluat¬ 
ing  a  simole,  continue U3  signal  Agent  Radio  for  use  by  friendly  agents  in  villages 
near  CIDG  c^mpsa  (See  pai-agraph  $»  inclonjre  number  h).  Paragraph  U  of  the  same 
inclcsure  dicjusses  the  airbeat  communications  system  developed  by  the  5th  SFGA 
Signal  maintenance  facility^ 

b.  Sign??.  Company  has  placed  the  AK/TSC-26  in  operation  as  the 
ftes  in  the  Group  Ei.erfcticy  Met.  Tliis  $U50,Ci00  radj.o  set  also  acts  as  an 
emergency  back-up  to  the  Communications  Center  and  has  the  capability  of  CWj 
v(bic3,  and  Radio  Teletype  Transmi s rions .  The  radio  also  possesses  the  capability 
■o  receive  burst  transmi r. ion  broadcasts  and  can  handle  up  to  19  teams  operating 
in  a  UW  or  clandestine  role. 

c .  Compaiiy  A , 

(1)  On  tvo  occasions  during  tlie  quarter  tlifc  Cempany  A  commo 
section  reinforced  "A"  detachments  v/ith  personnel  and  equipment  when  the  camps 
esme  under  heavy  attacks  loc  Ninh  (A-331)  was  provided  antenna  equipment  and 
personnel  to  assist  in  radio  installation  and  operatJ.on,  thus  allowing  camp 
radio  operators  to  recuperate  from  the  strain  of  the  attack.  The  communications 
blinker  at  Bu  Dop  (A-3Ul)  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  within  three  hours  after  the 
.'.ncldent  had  occurred.  Company  A  conr  o  personnel  had  airived  by  helicopter  with  a 
complete  replacement  issue  of  communications  equipment.  These  personnel  remained 
at  Eu  Cop  until  the  communications  equipment  was  installed  and  the  camp  radio 
operators  were  iiea<Cr  to  assume  nonnal  duties  several  days  later* 

(2)  To  counter  the  VC  throat  to  camp  ccmmuii cations, all  camps 
in  III  CTZ  have  been  equipped  with  radios  to  provide  100  percent  back  vqi  to 
single  side  ba.;d,  Cl,',  and  F?'  radios  in  an  energaicy  communications  bunker*  If  a 
camp  commo  tunkar  is  destroyed  in  the  future,  the  camp  has  spare  equipment 
available  to  operate  until  renlacement  items  arrive, 

(3)  During  the  pre -deployment  phase  of  Detachment  A-351, 

Due  Hue,  a  communications  fiscility  was  constructed  in  an  empty  AN/GRC-26 
communication  shelter,  Thi  s  system  provided  for  all  needed  communication 
lists  and  siinultaner’.,''ly  provided  an  easily  transportable  unit,  i#tthin  hoars 
after  arriving  at  the  new  site,  appropriate  systems  were  constructed  and  the 
communications  facility  was  in  full  operrtion, 

d.  Company  D, 

(1)  Antenna  Tower  Construction:  Erection  of  the  AB-105 
antenna  towsr  was  planned  and  cormnenced  during  December  67.  '^lans  call  for 
eventual  construction  of  some  20  to  25  towers  throughout  Co  D  detachments.  To 
date, three  tovrers  have  been  completed  with  construction  on  five  additional  towers 
underway.  Dependinp.  on  camp  defense  requirements,  height  of  towers  varies  from 
UO  to  73  feet,  the  lover  height  being  used  to  prevent  masklnp  camp  defensive  fire. 
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(2)  Liaison  coni'iinications  team  consisting  of  two  radio 
operators  was  provided  to  7th  ARVN  Dlvisioii  during  January  1968  in  connection 
vAth  the  activation  of  Detachment  A-lil6,  Conriunlcations  provided  Included  both 

and  SSB  facilities  working  out  of  7th  ARVN  Div  TOC, 

(3)  Preparations  for  communications  support  for  newly  activated 
Detachment  A-l<l6  included  planning  for  connunications  bunker,  signal  plans  and 
TOE  equtjment  issues, 

(U)  HT-1  Radio  Policies;  A  survey  conducted  during.  November 
indicated  a  largo  proportion  of  HT-1  radios  at  the  detachment  level  were  not 
directly  controlled  by  VNSF.  Policy  latter,  dated  2  Dec  67,  was  published  to  all 
commanders  to  effect  the  hand  receipt  of  all  HT-1  radios  to  the  VNSF.  At  the 
same  time,  additional  issues  of  HT-l's  were  received  to  permit  the  fulfillment 
of  TOE  authorizations  for  all  CSF  units. 

(5)  Planning  was  initiated  for  use  of  VHF  circuits  between 
Company  D  and  Detachments  B-Ul,  B-U2  and  B-I43,  Circuit  requests,  initially 
submitted  to  52nd  Signal  Bn,  are  being  resubmitted  through  DCA,  On  approval  and 
establishment  of  VIIF  systems,  existing  in  cor.ipany  RTT  systems  will  revert  to 
back-up  systems. 

(6)  During  Novembcr/Dccumber,  IV  Corps  Senior  Advisor 
announced  the  formation  of  the  Uith  Special  Zone  to  coordinate  the  general  area 
of  operations  designated  for  Spcacial  Forces  elements  in  the  IS  CTZ.  Initial 
plans  contemplated  thi  use  of  Soecial  Forces  ooimiunications  systems  to  support 
the  new  zone.  In  addition.  Special  Forces  communications  personnel  veuld 
provide  advisory  support  to  RF  and  PF  units  and  the  ARVN  communications  platoon 
serving  the  new  Zone.  Subsequent  changes  reduced  the  original  mission  to  one 
basically  of  signal  support  through  the  use  of  Special  Forces  comnunicatlons 
systems  within  thj  Uuth  Special  Zone.  The  advisory  role  of  communications 
TCrsonnel  in  Company  D  was  dropped  with  the  activation  of  a  separate  advisory 
team  in  support  of  the  U;th  Special  Zone. 
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1^0*  (C)  Enelneei  ; 

a.  Most  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report  was  spent  in  new  camp 
construction  and  in  obtiining  personnel  to  man  the  engineer  staff  required  at  "C" 
detachment  level.  Operational  control  of  the  "C"  detachment  being  decentralized 
to  the  corresponding  corps  area  commander  or  senior  US  advisor  continued  to  work 
to  advantage  from  the  engineering  standpoint  in  that  engineer  support  could  be 
coordinated  directly  between  the  SF  engineer  at  the  "C”  detachment  and  the  senior 
engineer  staff  officer  in  each  corps  area.  The  major  problem  encountered  in  all 
areas  continued  to  be  movement  of  construction  materials  to  our  job  sites,  the 
majority  of  which  are  accessible  only  by  air.  Another  prci.lem  area  was  the  support 
of  established  camps  in  need  of  major  or  minor  rehabilitation.  It  was  evident 
that  few  "A"  detachments,  however  willing  and  able,  possessed  ths  necessary  time 

or  technical  knowledge  to  undertake  extensive  rehabilitation  projects.  Their 
time  necessarily  was  as  advisors  to  WSF  elements.  Regular  engineer  units  are 
reluctant  to  fragment  their  commands  to  the  extent  dictated  by  the  kind  of  projects 
that  need  doing  at  "A"  detachment  level,  usually  a  squad  or  less  being  reauired. 

A  study  is  'underway  to  determine  what  type  of  engineer  support  would  serve  the 
SF  requirements  most  efficiently  in  Vietnam. 

b.  New  camp  construction  and  rehabilitation  construction  was  conducted 
at  the  following  detachments  by  the  units  indicated; 


DETACHMENT 

A-236  (Bu  Prang) 

A-231  (Tieu  Atar) 
Undesignated  (Ban  Het) 
B-50  (Ban  Me  Thuot) 
A-416  (My  Dien  II) 
A-351A  (Due  Hue) 

A-323  (Thien  Ngon) 
Undesignated  (Katum) 
A-34.1  (Bu  Dop) 

A-245  (Dak  Seang) 


UtilT 

KB  team  2 

KB  team  1  &  20th  Engr  Bn 
KB  team  4  &  299th  Engr  Bn 
KB  team  3 
KB  team  2 
ARVK  30th  Engr  Bn 
US  586th  Engr  Bn 
US  588th  Engr  Bn 
KB  team  2 

KB  team  3  &  KB  team  4 
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(S)  Comptroller; 

a,  CIDO  PAY  RAISE;  Effective  1  Jan  66  CIDG  soldiers  were  given  a  not 
increase  on  pay  of  IiOO$Vn.  This  raise  was  implemented  commensurate  with  an  ARVU/iF 
raise  and  was  necessary  to  offset  the  rising  cost  of  living  witiiin  Vietnam, 

b,  BURIAL  EXPENSES;  Effective  1  Jan  68  the  authorized  burial  expense 
for  CIDG  was  raised  from  200(5$VN  to  hOOO$VN, 

c,  FIELD  AUDIT  PRQGRAJd;  An  intensified  field  audit  program  has  been 
initiated  and  forty- two  field  detachments  were  visited  in  November  ar<d  December, 
j’he  purpoao  of  those  audita  Is  to  review  fund  handling  procodures,  verify  account¬ 
ability  and  assist  the  funds  officers  when  required, 

d,  MID  BUDGET  REVIEW;  The  Parasol  SwitchbacR  budget  review  was 
conducted  at  the  SFOB  from  29  Jan  through  1  Feb  68,  The  purpose  of  the  review  was 
to  update  the  FT  6d  Command  Operating  Budget,  An  additional  10.1  million  dollars 
will  be  required  to  fund  the  anticipated  ammunition  program  for  the  remaindor  of 
FY  68,  The  original  and  revised  COB  are  as  follows  (figures  in  millions). 


1968 

INCRiLiSES 

AND  1968 

0RIGIN;iL 

COB  DECRFLiSES 

REVISED 

PEM,i 

$29.2 

■*$10.1 

$39.3 

IN-COUNTRY  OMA 

51.2 

-  5.0 

h6.2 

OUT-OF-COUNTRY  OMA 

21i.8 

5.0 

29.6 

TOTAL: 

$105.2 

■410.1 

$115.3 

The  net  Increase  in  funding  requirements  is  attributed  to  the  follo'.:ing  factors; 

(1)  The  shift  of  Special  Forces  camps  from  rolativel>'  pacified  areas 
in  the  interior  to  hotly  contested  VC  main  infiltration  routes  located  cn  the 
Laotian  and  Cambodian  borders.  These  new  camps  arc  in  daily  contact  with  the  enemy. 

(2)  New  mission  requirements  directly  related  to  U.  S.  operation 
"York"  and  ’’San  iingelo”.  Special  Forces  participation  was  not  programmed  in  the 
original  combined  campaign  plan  CY  68,  AB-ll;3. 

e,  COMM-'h!)  MiMGEHENT;  This  staff  section  implemented  the  Command 
IVogress  Report  during  the  month  of  Nov  67.  This  report  reflects  the  progress  of 
the  staff  and  special  staff,  in  their  area  of  interest,  i.e.,  SI;  Personnel  Status; 
Civilian  Pe  'sonnel;  R&R  Program;  Accidents;  S3  Personnel  Status  -  CSF  *^01  and  MSF 
90i;;  S5  Ra  liers  induced  by  Psychological  Operations;  Comptroller  -  Status  of  Funds 
In-Countiy  OMA,  Field  Audits  of  Agent  Officers;  Signal  -  Traffic  Volume  at  SFOB 
Communications  Center,  Incoming  and  Outgoing.  The  Comr.nnd  Progress  Report  is  a 
command  management  tool  for  decision  making  by  the  Greup  Commander,  (See  inclosure 
number  7,  Command  Progress  Report). 
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1.  (C)  Personnel 

a,  ITEdt  Processing  of  Camp  Strike  Force  Personnel,  (Det  B-33) 

DISCUSSION:  It  has  been  noticed  on  axTival  of  troops  from  the  Training  Center 
at  ‘frang  Sup  that  they  have  not  had  proper  processing  prior  to  their  arrival 
at  the  canps.  Specifically  they  have  been  xriLthout  pictures  for  their  pay  cards 
and  without  the  proper  issue  cf  clothing  and  equipnonti  This  practice  causes 
an  unnecessary  administrative  and  logistical  burden  on  the  paining  unit, 

QBSEPVaTIOW :  A  solution  to  this  problem  is  to  have  all  personnel  completely 
processed  at  the  CIDG  Training  Center  prior  to  being  shipped  to  their  now 
duty  station  with  completed  pay  cards  with  photo  and  a  complete  issue  of 
weapons  and  equipment, 

b,  ITEM:  Briefing  of  Incoming  Officers  (Dot  B-32) 

DISCUSSION:  Upon  an  officer's  arrival  in  coimtry,  he  is  given  very  mapy 
orientation  briefijiga,  However,  at  SF03  and  company  level,  these  briefings 
are  broad  In  scope  and  peneraL  in  nature,  'Nhen  the  officer  arrives  al  the 
B  detachment  he  requires  more  intensive  and  dotailcd  briefinfs  and  orientations 
in  order  to  properly  accomplish  his  mission, 

OBSERVATION:  This  detachment  has  initiated  an  extensive  brief ing/oriontation 
nrogran  for  newly  assigned  officers.  New  A  dctacJimcnt  commanders  receive  a 
thorough  operations  and  intelligence  briefing  which  completely  familiarj.zcs 
then  with  cneny  and  friendly  situation  in  their  assigned  TAOR's,  This  orien¬ 
tation  includes  activities  for  th*'  past  3  months,  the  present,  and  projected 
plans  for  the  next  30  days.  They  receive  a  comprehensive,  but  not  as  detailed 
briefing  on  administrative  procedures.  Because  the  experience  level  of  most 
officers  assigned  as  A  detachment  3D0's  is  relatively  low,  and  because  of  tie 
myriad  of  administrative  roqidremcnts,  the,sc  officers  undergo  an  informal 
training  session  in  preparation  of  an  operational  fund  report,  personnel  pro¬ 
cedures,  processing  of  awards  and  decorations,  and  logistical  procedures.  All 
officers  receive  an  intensive  briefing  on  Ca/PSYOPS  activities  and  corm;unica- 
tlons.  This  allows  all  officers  to  be  thoroughly  oriented  on  all  existing 
reqi.iremerls  and  proccdx  res  and  become  effective  much  more  cvicW.y  when  they 
got  on  site, 

c,  ITSi-i:  Relaxation  of  "A"  dctachjaont  members  off  site  (Dot  3-3?) 


DIECU8ST0N;  'Jorking  on  an  A  site  can  bo  physically  and  mentally  exhausting,  and 
A  detachment  mo”.ber3  can  use  a  o.ariodic  break.  This  is  ospccivall;/  true  when  a 
new  A  caonp  is  being  constructed, 

6BSrR'<LAT?  ON:  By  keeping  two  nembors  of  the  A  detachment  off  site  at  all  tines 
for  two  or  three  days,  each  nan  can  be  given  a  n^.riodic  break  cv.ry  two  or  three 
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weeks.  This  keeps  10  men  on  site,  which  is  enough  to  accomplish  the  mission, 
and  the  periodic  break  gives  the  men  a  chanoe  to  rest  up  and  go  full  steam 
when  he  gets  back.  Th^^  time  and  number  of  men  off  site  can  be  varied  as  the 
situation  and  mission  dictate,  but  the  principle  remains  valid, 

d,  ITEti!  Showing:  of  I6mm  Motion  Pictures  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION t  Previously  remote  "A"  detachment  locations  have  not  been  able  to 
see  five  l6mm  motion  pictures  per  week.  Since  this  is  the  only  real  form  of 
(  I ^rtaliiment  a  detachment  can  afford  or  obtain  it  was  of  major  concern  to  the 
commander.  "J*  detachments  had  only  ohe  film  account  and  the  lack  of  heli¬ 
copter  transportation  did  not  allow  the  limited  number  of  films  to  be 
circulated  daily, 

OBSLRVATIOl'I ;  A  solution  was  provided  by  obtaining  two  film  accounts  for  each 
’•B"  detachment.  One  account  is  for  the  "3"  team  on  a  dally  circuit  basis. 

The  other  account  for  thu  "A"  teams  provides  five  filriis  per  week  that  circulate 
to  all  "A", teams  which  ore  turned  in  after  being  seen  by  all  "A"  teams,  A 
helicopter  shifts  the  films  from  car.p  to  camp  once  a  week, 

e,  IKiii  Processing  Remains  of  Personnel  KIA,  (Co  A) 

DXSOUSSIOT't  It  was  found  that  old  procedures  for  handling  the  remains  of 
personnel  KIA  were  not  satisfactory,  bodies  in  some  casco  took  several  days 
to  arrive  at  a  shipping  mortuary.  Coordination  for  Identification,  certificate 
of  death,  movement  of  the  body  and  personal  effects,  and  care  of  the  remains 
was  not  as  good  and  efficient  as  it  could  have  been.  Past  examples  have  taKcn 
several  days  before  the  body  has  arrived  at  a  mortuary  in 

0I3SEHV'..TIQN :  All  handling  of  remains  and  administration  is  taken  care  of  by 
the  Company  Adjutant,  Bodies  are  immediately  evacuated  by  US^iSF  to  Compaiy  A 
ho-:dqu  rters  vjhorc  identification  is  effv.cted  by  two  people,  and  the  death 
certificate  is  propared  b;,’’  the  Company  Surgeon,  Personal  effects  .arc  rc.mcved 
frem  the  bodie  (exce:-t  ID  card  and  dor  tags)  for  later  turn-in.  The  remains 
are  tren  iinmediately  delivered  directly  to  a  USA  Quartermaster  Graves 
Registration  unit  without  going  through  any  a,  .,ncy  or  hospital,  This  usually 
takes  only  several  hours  as  compared  to  efays  before  and  is  entirely  US  .SF 
controlled  and  operated.  It  is  much  faster,  mor-  efficient,  .and  gives  b^-tter 
care  to  the  body.  Immediate  foUoi:  up  action  is  taken  to  obtain  identification 
cards  or  dog  tags  if  they  are  not  on  the  body,  and  also  the  )i,.alt!  and  jlcntal 
records  aro*  obtained  for  the  mortuary  so  that  final  confirriation  of  the 
Identification  can  00  made.  This  saves  tho  jody  from  being  delayed  in  COiRJS 
for  an  FBI  check  prior  to  release  to  the  dOK, 
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f.  ITEI-I>  Handling  of  “erscnal-Ef:’ •  cts.  (Co  A) 


DISCbgSIOih  The  sj’sten  for  processing  p.jrsonal  effects  for  US>»SF,  KIA,  m/i 
and  IVIA  nedicallj''  evacuated  was  not  timely,  involved  undue  transportation 
and  administration,  and  had  otlier  undesirable  aspects.  Distribution  of 
hospital  evacuation  orders  takes  in  some  cases  U  to  6  weeks  before  the  personal 
ef^'sets  officer  can  turn  effects  into  a  transportation  office.  For  KIA's  and 
?il.'L'a  a  summary  covirt  officer  for  each  case  had  to  be  appointed  on  orders, 

.i/hen  orders  were  received  the  summary  officer  had  to  ship  eff  :ct8,  write  letters, 
and  complete  paperwork  to  higher  headquarters,  and  conduct  any  claims  action 
that  might  arise  at  a  later  date.  These  actions  in  many  cases  took  three  months 
or  more  to  coniolete, 

OBSEFuVaTJOH!  The  present  system  calls  for  all  personal  effects  in  KIA's  and 
ICCAIs  to  be  turned  into  a  Quartermaster  Graves  registration  point  iim-ediately 
after  death  or  determination  of  tCLA,  All  processing,  administration,  and 
shipping  is  hraidled  by  the  seradcinp  mortuary.  In  th;>  case  of  WIA  personnel 
who  are  medically  evacuated  this  headquarters  monitors  the  medical  condition 
of  each  man  and  collects  his  personal  effects  prior  to  departure  from  RVN 
if  he  is  scheduled  for  evacuation.  The  only  restriction  to  this  practice  is 
that  the  individual  can  only  carry  80  lbs  cf  effects  with  him.  In  most  cases 
however,  the  USiVSF  soldier  does  not  exceed  this  weight  limit.  This  system 
allows  the  effects  to  accompany  the  individual  through  W.s  channels 

rather  than  having  them  folloiv  him  some  30  days  later. 

g,  ITEji»  Implementation  of  Service  iiward  Prorram  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION!  Previously  a  high  percentage  of  the  members  of  this  command 
rotatoci  without  their  achievements  .nd  service  in  Vietnam  being  recognized 
by  suiteble  awards, 

OBSERV.^TION!  This  headpi  arters  now  maintains  90,  60  and  30  day  loss  rosters. 
Comriandcrs  are  informed  of  upcoming  personnel  losses  and  are  required  to 
submit  appropriate  recommendations  for  award.  Suspense  dates  arc  set  and 
maintained  by  appropriate  messages  and  command  emphasis.  This  headquarters 
is  informed  when  personnel  do  not  merit  award.  This  system  jnanres  just 
recognition  of  service  and  achievement, 

h,  ITEIit  Appointnant  of  A^D  Officers  and  Board.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION!  Previously  many  reconricndations  for  awards  rcccj.ved  at  this 
headqi'arters  evidenced  poor  composition,  prcp<arntion  and  editing, 

OBSlvRV  TIOI'l!  The  apr  ointment  of  an  AfD  officer  or  WCO  apart  from  the  B 
detachment  SI  and  company  level  AfD  beard  to  monitor  recommendations  at  the 
lovrest  practical  level  has  significantly  improved  the  Quality  of  recemmendations 
leaving  this  headquarters, 

62 


c  o  '  o  e  N  T  j  I. 

AVGB-C  15  February  1968 

SLBJECTi  Operational  Report  -  Lessens  Learned  for  Quarter  Ending  31  Jan  68  (U) 


i.  ITEHt  Security  of  CIDG  Funds. 


(Co  A) 


'.ISCUSSIONt  Many  new  field  C07iir,ianders  fail  to  have  the  combination  changed 
.  n  the  safe  containinf  CIDG  funds  anc'  place  little  or  no  importance  on 
changinf;  the  combination  when  a  new  XO  comes  into  the  team.  This  situation 
results  from  a  lack  of  knowledfe  concurninr  the  mechanics  of  changing  the 
combinations  and  leaves  both  the  comr..ander  ond  the  XO  in'*  precartous 
ncsition  should  their  be  some  discrepency  in  the  monthly  fund  report  or  a 
loss  of  funds. 

0BSE?'V..TI0;'?;  An  excellent  method  to  remedy  this  situation  is  to  Institute  a 
orogram  whereby  the  C  detachment  Funds  Officer  has  the  mean.;  to  train  the 
B  detachment's  Funds  '''fficor  who  in  turn  train  the  executive  offic'rs  in 
the  A  detachments.  This  program  is  especially  rewarding  if  foUoweu  up  by 
frequent  trips  to  the  subordinate  detachments  by  the  C  detacliment  Funds  Officer. 


forking  Hours  of  Civil 


Employees. 


(CO  A) 


DISClIhSXONi  Problems  have  arisen  in  the  oast  when  certain  workers  arrived 
for  work  late  and  left  early.  It  was  noticed  that  the  same  people  tend  to 
pose  this  problem  time  and  time  again}  this  is  costly  and  has  an  adverse 
effect  cn  the  morale  of  the  other  workers. 


0BS5JVA'^)N:  The  formation  of  a  motor  nccl  has  resulted  in  greater  vovk 
out  pu  pK^a  lower  attrition  rate,  nn  old  bus  was  purchased  to  provide 
fi-ee  tr Msportation  to  and  from  work  on  a  regular  sciicdule.  The  bus  driver 
is  also!  a  laborer  emnloyct’  with  the  other  workers.  This  system  is  narticxilarly 
.ffectlve  because  the  CPO  can  strictly  enforce  the  bus  drivers  working  hours. 

The  other  workers  realize  the  bus  driver  can  not  leave  before  a  specific  tine 
and  must  be  on  schedule  the  next  morning.  Their  interest  in  free  transportation 
h.ms  yielded  more  man  hours  for  this  HQ, 
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2,  (C)  Operations 

a«  IIEHi  Effectiveness  of  Camp  Strike  Force  Soldiers  in  (Co  C) 
Combined  Operations  with  FWMAF  Units. 

DISCUSSION*  Camp  Strike  Force  (CSF)  units  are  more  effective  when  employed 
Mi tIi~lFree  World  ililitcry  /irmed  Forces  (FW'IAF)  units. 

OBSSHV.^TIONi  CSF  are  more  responsive  and  their  leaders  more  cooperative  on 
operations  conducted  in  conjunction  with  FWMAF  units  for  the  following  reasons i 

(1)  They  are  more  aware  of  the^  fire  smport,  resuoply,  air¬ 
lift,  and  medevac  canabilities  immediately  available  to  them. 

(2)  Their  discipline  is  improved  because  of  their  respect  for 
the  strength  of  the  unit  to  which  they  are  attached,  as  opposed  to  in- 
depohdent  CIDG  operatic. is. 

(3)  They  are  iTispiredto  greater  heights  with  more  daring  in 
tactical  operations  with  F^VMAF  units  with  the  knowledge  of  superiority  in 
numbers,  fire  power,  and  a  professional  knowledge  ii)  the  conduct  ofsuith 
operations. 

b.  ITEH{  Capabilities  and  Lir^iitations  of  Camp  Strike  Force  (Co  C) 
Units  in  Combined  Operations. 

DISCUSgONt  The  FWM/'J'  commander  must  be  aware  of  tiie  capabilities  and 
limitations  of  the  CSF  troeps. 

OBSERVATION t  (l)  Capabilities: 

a.  CIDG  troops  can  travel  lighter  and  faster  than  FirfM/'J’ 
trerpe  on  the  ,rroun'37  For  this  reason,  they  can  best  be  employed  in  the  most 
ilifficult  terrain  or  slowest  avenue  of  fr<)und  approach, 

b.  Because  of  their  small  stature  and  light  equipment, 
aircraft  requirements  for  trocp  lifts  are  substantially  redv ced.  Mere  CSF 
troops  can  be  lifted  within  a  single  helicopter  than  can  FIVMAF  soldiers, 
therefore  rcxiuiring  less  helicopter  lift  support  aircraft, 

c.  CSF  in  the  field  require  considerably  less  logistical 
support  than  for  a  comparable  number  cf  P.<MiF  troops, 

d.  CSF  olements  perform  exceptionally  well  as  the  point 
'T  load  element  by  virtue  of  their  knowledge  of  the  terrain,  trail  nets,  and 
enemy  characteristics  in  the  area,  CSF  may  be  attached  to  FWMAF  units  in  a 
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variety  of  compositions.  One  (1)  platoon  of  CSF  diroctly  attached  to  one 
(l)  platoon  of  FWKAF  has  advantages  of  simplified  control  and  coordlnatJ  on. 
Platoons  or  squad.,  sized  CSF  elements,  maintaining  tactical  integrity 
integrated  and  scattered  throughout  a  battalion  have  demonstrated  ai  reuse 

in  CSF  fighting  abilityj  however,  problems  have  resulted  from  an  int  .dent 

number  of  Special  Forces  advisors  to  accompany  these  separate  CSF  eler.jnts* 
Conversely,  comp«any  or  larger  CSF  units  ooeratlng  as  an  independent  element  of 
a  battalion  lose  some  of  the  advantages  gained  through  close  association  with 
I'VWAF  troops, 

e.  In  the  past,  SF  camps  have  demonstrated  m  ability  to  react 
quickly  to  requests  for  CSF  augmentations  to  F\-/MAF  vuiits.  The  individual  CSF 
soldier  requires  a  minimum  amount  of  time  to  ready  himself  for  an  operation, 

f«  Both  the  SF  camp  intelligence  nets,  and  the  individual  soldier 
on  operations  can  nrovide  timely  intelligence  to  PWAF  units  that  otherwise 
would  not  be  available, 

SF  camps  and  tho  aroa  immediately  around  the  camp  provide 
ready-made,  relatively  secure,  locations  for  fire  support  bases,  staging  areas, 
and  foivard  conmand  posts. 

(2).  Lindtatloos : 

a.  CSF  elements  on  operations  have  limited  fire  power  consisting 
mainly  of  small  arms,  .i-79's,  <and  60tiin  mortars, 

b.  The  personality  of  commanders  within  the  CSF  elements  may  be 
complex  and  produce  a  wide  range  of  performance  from  one  element  to  another,  and 
occasionally  from  one  day  to  tlio  next, 

c.  The  US  Special  Forces  advisor  functions  as  an  "advisor"  and 
his  ability  to  influence  CSF  elements  in  tho  field  will  vary  from  virtual 
direct  command  to  nssUblo  influence, 

d.  Thw  missions  assigned  to  the  CSF  should  be  kept  uncomplicated, 
CSF  units  lack  the  flexibility  to  cope  with  hurried  alternate  plans  of  action, 
involved  schemes  of  maneuver,  or  drastic  chanf  es  enroute, 

a*  CSF  troops  will  not  remain  effective  in  the  field  for  any 
extended  period  of  time.  The  specific  number  of  days  that  a  given  element  of 
CSF  can  remain  effectively  attached  to  FWl-lAP  units  in  the  field  is  dependent 
on  a  multitude  of  factors.  Experience  indicates  that  rotation  of  CSF  elements 
is  necessary  during  any  sustained  operations  lasting  over  a  period  of  ten  (10) 
to  fifteen  (15)  days. 
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f .  The  general  state  of  training  of  CSF  is  limited  to  small 
unit  patroUli^f  and  tactics,  and  individual  weaponry)  therefore,  a  large 
coordinated  assault  or,  an  attack  on  a  fortified  position,  may  exceed  their 
capability.  SpecialLzod  techniques  such  as  river  crossing,  bridging,  or 
demolition  destruction  are  not  within  the  capability  of  the  indi^dual  CSF 
soldj.er,  and  coiald  possibly  create  difficulties  for  the  FWMAF  supporting  laiits. 

g.  CSF  units  may  require  the  augmentation  of  JW-I/iF  personnel  to 
meet  tactical  radio  communication  requiranents)  ie,  the  Special  Forces  advisor 
will  need  an  RTO  to  aid  him  in  maintaining  a  twenty-four  (2U)  hour  net.  and 
other  nets,  as  required,  with  coordinating  PWIAF  units, 

h.  The  CSF  emphasize  the  evacuation  of  womded, and  th-  recovery 
and  evacuation  rf  dead.  To  this  extent,  operations  may  be  suspended  or 
temporarily  terminated  until  this  requirement  is  met. 

c.  ITEHt  Camp  Strike  Force  Hellbome  Operations  (Co  C) 

DISCUSSION!  Independent  airmobile  CSF  operations  greatly  increase  the 
effectiveness  cf  CSF  assets, 

OBSERV'.TIONS!  Helilifting  CSF  troops  into  an  operational  area,  has  th© 
following  advantages ; 

(1)  Areas  of  the  TAOR  can  bo  penetrated  that  otherwise  would  require 
a  major  effort  to  reconnoiter  and/or  conduct  tactical  operations,  either 
because  of  terrain  or  enemy  actiadty,  or  both, 

<’2)  Heliborne  operations  result  in  the  better  physical  and  mental 
condition  of  the  CSF  troops  on  their  arrival  into  the  area  of  operatioriS.  The 
troops  are  fresh  and  are  much  more  able  to  remain  ^thin  the  specific  area  of 
operations  for  a  longer  period  of  time, 

(3)  Heliborne  operations  normally  have  an  inherent  s’urprise  feature 
that  catches  enen^^  forces  off  guard.  From  past  experience  it  has  been  proven 
that  heliborne  operations  with  CSF  troops  have  resulted  in  higher  casualties 
to  the  enemy  forces,  and  the  capture  of  larger  amounts  of  equipment  and  supplies, 

(li)  To  re-emphasize  a  previous  statement  that  less  aircraft  are 
required  to  move  a  CSF  unit  than  a  comparable  sized  FWIIAF  unit, 

d,  ITEIl!  Comblnsd  Operations  Problem  Areas  (Co  C) 

joint 


DISCUSSION;  There  are  major  re-occurring  problem  areas  conc.;minc 
!P/flIAr  and  fcSF  elements. 
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OBSERVATION »  The  major  re-occurrlnp  problem  areas  involving  Joint  operations 
between  P.AIAF  and  CSF  units  fall  into  the  following  basic  categoriesj 


(1)  In  the  past,  there  has  been  occasional  failure  of  P.VHAF  troops 
to  physically  recognize  CSF  troops  as  "friondlies”  and  because  of  this,  t-apic 
results  have  occurred.  The  single  most  effective  deterrent  to  mistaken 
identification  is  for  Icw-levcl  F.VMAF  commanders  to  emphasize  trie  presence  of 
CSF  elements  in  the  units  being  Jointly  associated  with  the  tactical  operation. 
The  incidence  of  mistaken  identity  is  markedly  reduced, 

(2)  Uncoordination  encroachment  into  existing  CSF  TAOR's  is  not 
uncommon.  The  attachment  of  any  number  of  CSF  units  to  all  FIVMAF  operations 
inside  a  CSF  camp  T;.0R  would  serve  to  emphasize  the  need  for  continuing 
coordination  between  the  two  forces.  When  both  forces  have  knowledge  of  each 
other's  nresence  within  the  TAOR,  it  acts  as  a  stimulus  and  allows  for  additional 
support  as  required  from  the  CSF  camp,  liore  Specifically}  Canp  fire  support, 
guides,  intelligence,  blocking  or  maneuver  forces,  operational  bases,  and 

camp  reaction  forces. 

(3)  ^ck  of  helicopters  to  conduct  complete  coverage  of  the  Hi  OR,  and 
surprise  raids  and  assaults.  The  major  difficulty  encountered  in  cenducting 
independently  in  advance  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  organizing  and  planning 
alternate  operations  in  the  event  the  airlift  does  not  materialize.  Further, 
the  low  priority  assigned  to  routine  CSF  airlift  requests  by  III  IIAF  and  I  Corps 
air  movement  personnel  results  in  far  fewer  airmobile  CSF  operations  than  their 
potential  warrants, 

(U)  Fire  support  during  Joint  FiJiiAF  and  CSF  operations  within  CSF 
TAOR's  have  been  hampered  or  needlessly  delayed  while  seeking  political 
clearance.  Political  clearance  has  already  been  approved  for' fir©  ei^jport 
within  the  area  bounded  by  CSF  TAOR's,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  re-approval 
to  be  given  prior  to  firing  heavy  weapons,  FWfi(iF  units  should  be  made  aware 
of  this  fact  prior  to  operations, 

e,  ITENt  Helicopter  Assaults,  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  In  III  CTZ  it  was  foimd  that  lengthy  Tactical  Air  and  Artillery 
li  preparations  accomplished  little  except  to  notify  the  enejty  that  a 
helicopter  assault  was  imninent  and  indicate  the  general  location  and  directicn 
of  the  inserted  elements, 

OBSERVATION;  The  technique  of  lengthy  LZ  preparations  by  either  Tactical 
Air  and/or  heavy  srtillery  prior  to  helibome  assaults  has  been  virtually 
eliminated  in  the  III  CTZ  CIDG  program  unless  intelligence  indicates  a  heavy 
enemy  concentration  on  primary  LZ,  It  was  found  that  utilizing  a  3  minute 
Light  Fire  Team  IZ  Prep  immediately  prior  to  insertion  maximizes  the  element 

CONFIDENT/OL 


AVGB4:  c  u  t-  p  -  15  February  1968 

SUBJiiCTj  Operational  Hcport  -  -Bessons  Lcarrvsd  for  Quarter  Rndinf  3lJ"n  68  (U) 

cf'  sunrise  and  does  not  afford  the  enemy  ample  time  to  flee  the  area  as  does 
an  extensive  artillery/TAC  Air  Prop. 


f,  ITEtlr  Landinr  Vicnes  for  Helicopter  Assaults. 


(Det  B.3U) 


niSCU$SION»  Coordination  parties  for  helicopter  assaults  can  physically  recor 
landing  zones;  however,  pilots  for  the  remainder  of  the  helicopter  support 
unit  receive  only  a  verbal  description  of  the  ^.  -nding  z  .e, 

OBSB'ATATIONt  A  Polaroid  camera  will  take  an  eanollant  immediate  photograph 
of  a  prospective  landing  zone.  The  photograph  can  then  bo  given  to  the 
coerdination  party  to  take  to  home  base  for  briefing  othur  pilots. 


ITEMS  Deception  in  Helicopter  Infiltrations. 


(Dot  B-36) 


DISCUSSIONS  i'/hen  infiltrating  a  team  by  helicopter  the  following  method  was 
used  to  deceive  the- enemy.  The  ships  made  two  or  three  fake  landings  on  L2*s 
selected  in  the  air  and  in  each  case  the  team  stayed  on  board,  Gunships  did 
suppress  the  fake  landing  LZ's  but  did  not  suppress  the  actvnl  infiltration  L2. 

OBSSWATlONt  The  risk  involved  in  dry  landings  has  always  proven  successful 
to  this  task  force  since  most  conventional  units  place  arty  prop's  cn  LZ's 
thereby  telling  the  enemy  of  the  intended  Landing* 


h,  ITEM;  Insortion  of  Reaction  Forces  by  Helicopter, 


(Det  B-35) 


DISCUSSION;  It  has  boon  observed  that  several  helicopter  lift  companies, 
when  inserting  a  reaction  company  intc.-  contact,  will  make  a  pass  over  the 
secure  LZ's  and  then  land  on  the  second  run.  This  allows  the  enemy  to  move 
their  weapons  to  a  position  to  bring  maximum  fire  on  the  helicopters. 

OBSEH'IaTIOM ;  Coordination  must  be  made  with  holicopter  flight  cemnandors  to 
impress  upon  them  the  importance  of  landing  immediately  on  a  LZ  once  the  word 
i\as  been  received  that  the  LZ  is  secure.  Any  trlAl  passes  merely  increases  the 
probability  of  the  enemy  placing  accurate  fire  into  the  incoming  helicopters. 


i,  ITEM;  Random  Firing  by  Heliccptors, 


(Det  B-33) 


DISCUSSION;  Both  light  fire  teams  anii  lone  helicbptcrs  have  continued  to  fire 
on  CSF  operations  and  civilians  within  the  TAOR's  without  clearing  with  the 
gTO'ond  coi’.imander  or  trying  to  contact  the  operation  on  the  ground, 

OKERVaTION;  Pilots  must  be  briefed  on  TAOR's,  call  signs  and  frequencies  of 
all  units  in  the  area  prior  to  operating  in  the  area.  Lack  of  clearance  from 
the  responsible  ground  commander  must  automatically  preclude  aircraft  firing 
in  an  area  unless  they  are  fired  upon  first. 


66 


CON  F/ OelVT/^7^- 

AVGB-C  February  1968 

SUBJ!i:CT!  Operational  Report  -  Ijessona  Learned  for  Quarter  Endinf  3^^  Jan  68  (U) 

J.  ITEM;  Use  of  False  LZ  ^larkar  for  Tactical  Air  Strikes  (Cc  A) 

DISCUSSION;  When  intollipenco *indi cates  a  heavy  eneny  troop  concentration  on 
or  near  the  primary  LZ  and  an  artillery /TAC  Air  Prop  is  required,  a  false 
smoke  marker  is  dropped  on  the  inronp  end  of  the  insertion  LZ  to  confuse  the 
enemyc 

OBSERVATION;  The  smoke  marker  usually  indicates  the  end  of  LZ  preparatory 
fires  to  the  enemy  and  false  marker  is  used  to  cbnfuse  the  enemy  as  to  the 
actual  "touch  down"  point  of  the  troop  holicoptors.  After  a  one  ndnute  pause, 
a  double  CBU  run  by  TAG  Air  alonp  treelines  adjacent  tc  the  LZ  is  aade  followed 
immediately  by  helicopter  insertion.  The  short  pa;;se  (approximately  one  minute) 
followed  by  the  final  TiX  Air  CBU  run  comes  as  a  complete  suroriso  since  the 
enemy  believes  the  LZ  prep  fires  have  terminated.  If  VC/IJVA  are  in  the  immedlo.to 
■^'Icinity  of  the  LZ,  the  final  CBU  run  will  confuse  and  pin  him  down  until  the 
initial  insertion  is  completed. 

k.  ITEM;  TAG  Air  and  Artillery  as  a  Blocking  Force.  (Det  B-36) 

DISCUSSION;  The  use  of  tactical  air  strikes  and  artillery  as  a  blocking  force 
Is  most  effective  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission.  TAG  air  and  artillery 
can  also  bo  plotted  tc  orocced  the  friendly  search  and  destroy  operation  which 
will  open  up  the  Jungle  canopy  making  travel  easier  and  revoallng  enemy 
installations  to  a  greater  degree  than  only  a  ground  search. 

OBSERVAHON;  Control  by  ground  ccnnn<ander  in  FAC  aircraft  and  S3  in  C&C  ship 
is  mandatory. 

l.  iTEI'li  Directing  Close  Air  Support.  (Det  B-36) 

DISCUSSION;  When  directing  close  air  sunpert  using  either  UTT's  or  TAC  always 
include  the  follOT'iing: 

(1)  Azimuth  from  your  position  to  the  target. 

(2)  Distance  from  your  position  to  the  target. 

(3)  Direction  you  desire  firing  passes  to  be  made  (your  position  must 
be  known  by  supporting  aircraft), 

OBSERVATION;  If  the  direction  of  fire  passes  is  net  given,  all  too  often  the 
ad.rcrart  will,  come  in  on  the  azimuth  given  from  your  posit?  to  the  eneiry. 

This  results  in  the  aircraft  firing  over  or  into  the  friendly  positions  and 
could  cause  friendly  '■asualties. 
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m.  ITE-ii  Assaulting  Enemy  Bunkers  and  Trench  Linos  for  (But  B-36) 

Rapid  Seizure, 

Discussion;  iJhen  assaiUtinr  enemy  bunkers  and  trench  lines  it  is  necessary 
to  overrm  enemy  nesitiens  as  quickly  as  oossiblc  in  order  to  capture  WlA's 
and  documents.  If  stubborn  resistance  is  met,  napalm  has  boon  found  best  in 
quickly  ncutralizinp  the  enemy, 

OBSERVATION;  It  is  necessary  to  mark  to  front  and  rear  of  the  friendly  line 
that  the  napalm  can  bo  delivered  by  TAC  /d.r  without  endnnpering  friendly 
positions, 

n,  ITEIi;  Use  of  FAC  by  Ground  Commander  for  CfC  (Det  B-36) 

DISCUSSION;  tiften  it  is  practical  for  a  ccm.ander  to  control  preund  units 
from  a  ^'AC!  aircraft.  This  laaves  the  Ci-C  helicopter  free  for  the  Arty  FS 
coordinator,  aircraft  connander,  and  (round  unit  S3,  In  the  CfC  ship  one  of 
the  two  Ff^  radios  is  tuned  to  the  command  not,  the  other  to  the  artillorj' 
frequency.  The  aircraft  C'-'nmander  controls  his  assets  by  use  of  UHFAHF, 

The  corranandcr  controls  the  pround  clonents  from  the  FAC  Aircraft  by  FM  on 
coranand  frequency.  This  allows  the  commander  to  insure  TAC  Air  is  pL.  ced 
exactly  where  he  wants  it,  -*-1  allows  him  to  stay  on  tarpet  durinp  the  strike. 

0BS3RV  TION;  This  method  not  cnly  allows  the  ground  commander  to  control  the 
strike,  but  also  allows  him  to  stay  on  tarpot  during  the  insertion  of  the 
ordnance.  Normally  the  C6C  must  clear  the  target  area  for  high  perform.'mce 
aircraft.  The  S3  monitors  the  command  net  an.-  can  easily  relay  inf'^rmation 
tc  the  FOB  without  the  connand  net  by  changing  his  FM  set  from  low  b.and 
( \'ice -versa )«  The  FOB  monitors  and  on  both  highAow  band  frequencies, 

0,  ITEFit  Use  of  Mohawk  SIAR  Aii-craft,  (A-U13) 

DISCOSSIONt  This  detachment  has  { ained  -valiiable  inteUlgence  fwm  the  increased 
use  of  Mohawk  SLAR  aircraft  in  this  TAOR,  These  aircraft  have  spotted  targets 
’d-thin  the  heavy  weapons  fan  of  cur  camp  and  these  targets  have  been  Lamediately 
engaged  by  our  mortars  and  pack  howitzers.  However,  most  targets  reported 
are  not  within  our  range  fan  and  wo  can  only  react  with  a  froase  pencil  cn  a 
map. 

OBSERVATION I  An  armed  aircraft  accompanying  the  Mohawk  would  provide  the  needed 
immediate  reaction  capability.  Many  targets  which  now  cannot  be  fired  on  coiJ.d 
be  engaged  and  destroyed  by  the  accompanying  aircraft.  The  possibility  of  team¬ 
ing  the  Mohawk  and  "Spooky"  should  also  be  given  consideration.  This  combination 
covQ-d  be  particularly  useful  when  our  camps  or  outposts  come  under  attack.  The 
reconnaissance  aircraft  could  pinpoint  enemy  nositlcns  and  movamenta  which 
Spooky  could  engage  and  destroy,  . 
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p.  1  TEtl ;  Control  of  Armed  A'''.-U7  Aircraft,, 


(Dot  B-Ul) 


Discussion;  It  has  been  found  that  thv  successful  enploynont  cf  ari.i;d  AC-ii? 
''Spooky^  aircraft  in  supnert  of  fixed  installations  under  enemy  attack  has 
been  much  loss  than  desirable.  Especially  when  only  Vietnamese  elements  are  on 
the  fround  and,  on  occasion,  when  commimication  with  the  installation  under 
attack  is  lost, 

O-ISCRVATION;  To  more  effectively  utilize  the  firenower  of  armed  AC-ii7  "SpsL'oky" 
aircraft  in  support  of  f round  olemonts,  US  F..C  or  '"R  aircraft  wit.,  a  Vietnamese 
observer  is  used  to  maintain  contact  and  more  accurately  identify  enemy  ulononts 
cn  the  pround. 


ITF.A;  liincs  and  Boobytraps  Emplacings  in  old  Mobile 
Guorrila  Force  (MGF)  Areas,  VC  Bases,  .DZ’s 
Smps,  MSB's  and  Loft  Available  to  the  Enamy, 


(Dot  B-36) 


DISCUSSION;  It  was  found  that  the  energy  habitually  used  ulie  same  fire  pits 
uithin  their  base  camp.  Grenades  were  placed  under  the  coals  of  th  se  fire 
nits.  The  pins  were  pulled  and  a  thin  string  tied  around  the  frenade  body  to 
secure  the  spoon.  Fire  would  then  cause  the  strinp  tc  break,  then  the  'renade 
would  expiodo.  Eneity  equipment  was  boobytraped  or  sabotaped.  Projectiles  were 
removed  f:-on  shell  casinfs,  the  oowder  filler  was  replaced  with  PENT  obtained 
from  detonating  cord.  The  projectiles  were  replaced  and  the  mumtiens  placed 
where  it  could  bo  found.  Use  of  this  ammunition  would  result  in  the  chaaber 
of  the  weapon  oxplodinf',  causinp  injury  tc  the  firer.  Enemy  an-  US  prenades  were 
disasECobled  and  the  timinf;  device  (fuze)  removed,  Detenatinp  cans  were  re¬ 
placed  without  the  timinf  de';icc.  This  causes  instant  detonation  of  the  fprenade 
once  the  firing  lever  is  rel  :asod,  killlnf  or  injurinf  the  thrower.  Claymore 
mines  were  left  in  base  areas  and  likely  enemy  avenues  of  approach.  The  mine 
would  bo  due primed  with  a  time  device  and  a  pull  type  firing  device.  In  the 
event  the  device  isn't  tripped  within  a  specified  period  of  tim^  the  time 
device  will  set  off  the  mine.  This  also  serves  tc  deceive  the  enemy  as  tc  the 
actual  location  of  the  fri  jidLy  force  ami  clears  the  area  sc  that  friendly 
forces  reentering  the  area  will  not  be  injured  by  our  mines  in  the  vicinity. 

Sumps  in  the  base  areas  were  boobyt'aped  by  ploiCv^mcnt  of  M-lli  mines,  burying 
grenades  with  pull  wires  inside  the  sumps  an.,  attoclied  to  scmethlnf  the  enemy 
would  likely  to  pull  out.  M-lU  mines  were  employed  alonf  likely  avenues  of 
approach.  The  best  position  (location)  was  found  to  be-  near  legs  or  other 
obstacles  that  a  person  would  normally  step  ovct.  It  was  fc  und  that  by  wrapping 
the  mine  with  several  turns  of  det  cord  the  casualty  often  died  instead  of  Just 
being  demobilized.  Enemy,  bodies  were  bocbytrape<2  with  pull  typ^  devices  often 
CO. elected  to  claymore  mines,  w-5  pressure  release  devices  connected  tc  grenades 
and  just  plain  hand  grenades  with  the  pin  pulled  and  positioned  under  the  body. 
The  arm  pits,  small  of  the  'back,  and  knee  joints  were  found  to  be  the  bust  places 
for  locating  grenades.  Enemy  equipment  would  be  boobytraped  and  luft  after  a 
contact  with  the  enemy. 
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OBSKRVATION!  It  should  be  mentioned  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
coordinate,  both  within  the  oporatinf:  unit  and  adjacent  orf anizations^a  system 
whereby  friendly  troops  entering  one  of  those  areas  is  fully  apnrised  of  the 
fact  that  the  above  anti-fuerrilla  methods  have  been  implemented* 

r,  ITEM;  Boeby  Trapping  of  VC  Structures.  (Det  B-32) 

DISCbSSION;  The  VC  will  frequently  remove  the  nin  from  a  hand  frenado,  put  a 
string  or  elastic  band  around  it,  and  place  it  in  a  structure  in  such  a  manner 
that  if  the  structure  is  destroyed,  the  hand  fronado  will  go  off, 

OBSERVATION ;  './hen  destroying  VC  structures,  a  search  should  first  be  made  for 
Dossible  booby  traps,  Sven  a^fter  tills  is  done,  destruction  should  be  accomp¬ 
lished  from  as  far  a  distance  as  possible, 

s,  ITEM;  Use  of  the  Small  Starlight  Scope  on  Night  Ambushes.  (Det  3-1*1) 

DISCUSSION:  It  has  been  found  that  utili^^ation  of  the  small  starlight  scope 
to  detect  and  mark  enemy  elements  aporoaching  an  ambush  site  is  quite 
satisfactory;  however,  cncj  the  ambush  is  sprung  the  ambush  eloncnts  tend  to 
fire  into  the  marked  area  rather  than  cover  the  entire  ambush  with  fire, 

observation :  The  use  cf  two  small  starlight  scopes,  nlacinp  one  at  each  end  of 
the  ambush,  to  simultaneously  niark  thj  extremes  of  the  eneny  column  lias  proven 
to  be  quite  effective, 

t,  ITEIi:  Use  of  '/Riito  Phosphorous  Grenades  and  Rockets  to  (Det  B-Ul) 

Burn  out  and  Expose  Enemy  Positions, 

DISCUSSION:  During  combat  ooorations  in  the  "Plain  of  Reeds"  it  has  been 
found  that  the  enemy  forces  utilize  the  dry  grasses  and  brush  to  hide  their 
individual  positions  and  cache  sites. 

OBSdRVitTTON;  Prior  to  launching  an  operation  and  during  th  ,*  conduct  of  normal 
*Vh  missions  in  the  prcvince,  IP  grenades  and  rockets  are  uSed  to  start  fires  to 
burn  out  and  expose  prepared  enery  positions.  This  iJochnique  is  also  used  by 
the  FAC's  prior  to  directing  iim.cdiatc  TaC  air  strikes  in  the  area,  Mary  areas 
previously  used  as  rest  and  resupply  prints  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  and  use 
of  these  areas  completely  denied  the  enemy, 

u,  ITEM:  Combat  in  Cities,  (Det  B-l*2) 

DISCLTSSION :  The  VC  infiltrated  men,  weapons  nnr^  ammunition  into  the  city  before 
the  tenoral  attack  and  had  established  a  scries  of  strong  points  within  the 
heart  (f  the  cit^  when  the  attack  begar.  It  appeared  that  the  strong  points  were 
to  bo  reinforced,  tied  together  and  thus  control  the  city, 
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f.'BbSryATION;  A  sclution  which  proved  effective  was  the  introduction  of  a 
small,  heavily  armed  unit  (Provincial  Reconnaissance  Unit  Reinforced)  into  the 
streets,  attackinf  stronf  noints  and  denyinc  the  encry  reinforcement  and 
cor. uunicationj  tlius  dismotinf  control, 

Va  ITS!!;  Presence  of  USASF  Personnel  rt  thu  Point  of  Decision  (Det  B-36) 


jXlSCUSSJON;  It  is  essential  that  US.'.SF  p^srscnncl  pe-rsonnally  accompany  nil 
operations  of  any  tactical  imnortance.  In  almost  every  instance  where  a  CIDG 
leader  was  loft  with  comnand  and  a  stressful  situation  developed,  he  blew  it. 
SXAI’PLE:  Two  rocon  teams  were  dispntclKid  to  (..stablish  an  MSS,  Two  USfiiF  were 
on  the  mission.  Both  USiiSF  decided  to  accompany  the  MSS  finding  team,  leaving 
the  trail  surveillance  team  under  to. ;  command  of  a  CIDG,  '  VC  squad  aporoached 
the  position  of  the  trail  squad  and  the  CIBG  leader  elected  to  fire  on  the  enemy 
unit.  Jhen  the  onemj  withoreiir,  th3  trail  team  was  not  sure  as  to  what  their 
.next  move  should  be.  They  decided  tc  hold  their  present  position.  The  oneny 
maneuvered  afninst  the  Trail  to  -m  and  cno  CIDG  was  critically  inj\u*eri, 

CBSEBVATICN;  Good  judgement  and  the  presence  of  an  American  may  h'.vo  saved  the 
situ-ntion.  An  American  must  bo  used  for  navifation, 

w,  ITEl;  ilovement  in  Thick  Primary  and  Secondaiy  Junplc  Areas,  (Det  B-36) 


.^DISCUSSION;  It  v;as  found  that  movement  from  one  point  to  another  is  best  made 
by  fc  ;ilovrLng  zif  zap  animal  (elephant)  trails  and  tryinf  to  maintain  a  peneral 
heading,  riovei.iont  was  found  best  along  ridge  linos  (more  animal  tracks)  and 
through  bamboo  as  comparcc!  to  secondary  growth  areas.  In  areas  consisting  of  a 
series  of  vertical  small  hills,  travel  was  best  along  the  floor  or  swamp  areas, 

OBSERVATION;  Above  methods  must  natiirally  be  adapted  to  the  tactical  sititition 
that  exists  in  the  area  at  the  time. 


X,  ITEM;  Use  of  Immediate  Sky  Spot  Request, 


(Det  b-36) 


DISCUSSION;  Use  of  immediate  £lcy  Spot  request  is  an  effective  weapon  apajnst 
detected  enemy  activity  outside  the  range  of  friendly  weapons  dining  the  hours 
of  ckirknoss.  Sky  Spot  can  arrive  in  20  to  30  minutes  and  deliver  any  type  of 
requested  ordnance  on  target  with  a  very  small  CEP,  Sky  Spots  were  called  ir 
on  targets  as  close  as  600  meters  away  from  fiiendly  positions  with  excellent 
results.  The  Sky  Spots  should  be  requested  for  two  runs  the  last  being  near 
BMNT,  this  allows  rapid  follow  up  by  the  friendly  forces  and  it  also  does  not 
allow  the  enemy  to  evacuate  their  wounded  or  killed.  The  Sky  Spot  would  also 
make  an  effective  immediate  weapon  in  the  event  of  attack  on  the  friendly 


forces  at  nif ht. 
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OBSERVATION*  Even  If  the  enemy  position  cannot  bo  pin  pointed  within  eif/ht 
fUfits  a  rcuf'h  estimate  can  be  made  and  ordnance  delivered  on  the  nrea  x^ithln 
a  minimum  amount  of  time*  This  could  be  foUotfod  by  a  request  for  flaz^a  ship 
and  funships  -  followed  by  a  request  ffir  FAC  and  TAG  support, 

y,  ITEM*  Pursuit  of  Enemy  Forces,  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSIOH*  Many  times  when  a  unit  makes  contact  in  the  field,  the  enemy  force 
vhLll  withdraw  and  the  friendly  force  will  directly  pursue.  Frequently  the  VC 
use  this  to  their  advantafe  by  establishing  contact,  retreatinc  rapidly  and 
suckinr  the  friendly  force  into  an  oanbush  position,  therein  inflicting  heavy 
casualties, 

OBSERV.'  TIONi  Getter  results  can  be  attained,  while  at  the  some  time  sustaining 
less  friendiy  casualties  by  blocking  the  onemys  retreat  with  indirect  fire  and 
making  a  flanking  move  to  oveirun  him  rather  than  pur8\ilng  him  into  an  ambush 
position, 

z,  ITEM*  Neutralizing  Enery  Defenses,  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION*  Many  times  whon  contact  is  made  in  the  fiek!,  VC^JV/i  arc 
occupying  prepared  positions  and  the  friendly  troops  are  too  close  to  them  to 
permit  tho  effective  employment  of  air  or  artillery, 

OBSERy/>TTONi  Tho  M-72  LAiJ  can  easily  be  carried  on  operations  and  off  xs  an 
excellent  means  of  neutralizing  enemy  positions, 

aa,  ITE?1*  Planning  of  Operations,  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION*  There  is  sometimes  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  B  detachnents  to 
plan  operations  for  tho  A  teams.  This  leads  to  misundorstandinf  s  and  sometimes 
lack  of  coordination, 

0BS!2IVATI0N*  Operations  conducted  hy  the  A  detachments  should  bo  planned  by 
the  USASi^  and  VNSF  A  detachment  commanders.  If  the  US.'.SF  and  VNSF  B  detach¬ 
ment  commanders  wish  to  have  a  particular  type  operation  conducted,  they 
shotild  issue  the  A  detachment  coranander  a  mission  type  order  only.  The  only 
exception  to  this  njle  is  operations  involving  2  separate  A  detachments.  These 
operations  generally  must  bo  planmed  by  the  USi^F  and  VNSF  B  dotaohmant's  S-3, 

bb,  ITEM;  Initial  Phases  of  A  Detachment  Deployment.  (Dot  3-32) 

DISCUSSIOH*  Tho  initial  phases  of  deid.oyinf:  an  A  detachment  to  a  new  location 
in  order  to  establish  a  now  CIDO  canqj  can  become  quite  involved,  particularly  if 
coordination  has  to  bo  made  with  supporting  units  such  as  MSF,  artillery,  and 
engineers.  It  is  extremely  difficult  tc  move  an  entire  construction  onjineor 
unit  into  a  pi’oviously  unsecured  area  within  l*b  hours  of  initial  deployment, 

COINlFlOIrlsiTinL 

7U 


f  ■ 


COr^hi  0(£hiTI  BL 

AVGB-C  15  Februarj  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operatdcnal  Report  -  Lessens  Learned  for  Quarter  Ending  3|  Jan  68  (U) 

OBSplTATIONt  Units  planninj;  t  deploy  A  detachments  tc  new  loc-tions  shruld 
fully  consider  possible  adverse'  effects  of  the  enetniy  situation,  terrain  and 
weather.  Once  these  factors  have  been  fully  considered,  a  time  phasinp  cf 
sunnorting  engineer  elements  into  the  new  camp  location  should  be  planned, 
rather  than  attempting  to  move  the  entire  element  at  one  time. 

cc.  ITElit  Employment  of  CBU's.  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION:  In  soft  terrain  or  marshy  areas  CBU's  frequently  do  not  detonate. 
These  undoton'.  ted •  CPU ' s  are  then  used  by  the  VC  as  mines  and  booby  traps  with 
excellent  results. 

OBSERVE tTION I  Units  operating  in  soft  or  marshy  areas  should  not  call  for  CBU's 
when  tactical  air  support  is  requested  except  in  extreme  emergency, 

dd,  ITEM:  Actions  Upon  Initial  Contact.  (Det  B-35) 

MSCU^ION;  During  recent  operations  wh.:re  enemy  contact  was  made,  the 
friendly  elements  would  make  initial  contact  but  would  not  pursue  the  initiative 
to  force  the  Viet  Cong  into  mere  vulnerable  fighting  positions.  Instead,  they 
would  wait  for  requested  air  sunport  to  arrive  on  station.  This  resulted  in 
friendly  elements  loosing  the  advantage  are’  offering  the  cneny  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  escape, 

Q^ERPi.TTON;  Ccr.rdination  must  be  loade  with  the  VNSF  and  CIDO  comr.iandurs  by 
USiiS^*  advisors  to  impress  upon  them  the  fact  th-'t  the  best  tactics  to  utilize 
at  the  first  moment  of  contact  is  tc  move  the-CIDG  into  solid  contact  with  the 
Viet  Cong  ant  maintain  this  contact  Wiile  air  power  is  brought  tc  bear  on  the 
entrenched  enemy  positions,  Inmediately  upon  completion  of  the  air  strikes  the 
fr^-endly  elements  should  move  forward  tc  insure  complete  and  total  Viet  Crng,  kill. 

ee,  ITEM :  "Hamer  and  Anvil"  Operations.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION:  CIDG/US  blocking  position  "Hammer  and  Anvil"  type  operations, 
uillizlng  up  to  date  intelligence  and  combined  artilleryAAC  Air  nnd  heli¬ 
copter  g:\nship  support  have  met  with  increasing  success  in  III  CTZ,  Converging 
operations  conducted  concurrently  between  A  detachment  sites  such  as  Operation 
Tra  7/12,  17  Dec  67  with  elements  from  Det  A-352,  Tra  Cu  and  Det  A-351,  Hiep 
Hoa  participating,  resulted  in  U2  vg  KIA  (US  body  count)  as  well  as  numerous 
weapons  and  large  quantities  of  equipment  captured.  In  this  operation 
converging  sweep  operations,  heliborne  reinforcements  and  Tactical  Air 
channelized  VC  elements  into  on  Inescapable  "Kill  Zone"  > 

OBSERVATION;  During  the  next  reporting  period  greater  effort  will  be  directed 
towards  converging  operations  conducted  across  province  boundaries  and  develop¬ 
ing  moiB  diversified  combat  operations. 
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ff.  ITEM;  "Scorched  Earth"  Policy.  (Cc  A) 

DJ SCbSSIOi'i >  ifere  emphasis  on  "Scorched  Earth"  Prliotes  should  be  promoted  on 
search  and  destroy  operations.  Adequate  time  must  be  allotted  on  combat 
operations  to  sufficiently  destroy  VC  base  camp,  rice  caches,  way  sta.ticns  and 
bunker  complexes. 

OBSERVATIONS  Destruction  of  VC  foodstuffs  an<l  suoplies  is  a  direct  moans  of 
psycholcflcal  exploitation  of  VC  sanctuary,  demonstratinf'  to  the  Aiet  Cot.r-  t’n''. 
CIDG/ARTO  elements  have  passed  throuph  the  area.  Food  denial  and  base  crj.ip 
destruction  must  be  thorouphly  ej^jloited.  Du^'in^  the  Monsoon  season,  id  l-upc 
VC  rice  caches  are  discovered  .'hich  cannot  be  extracted,  ca  simple  methoo  of 
lestruction  is  to  scatter  the  rice  oh  the  wet  junple  fleer,  since  ejaoosu:  ■  to 
Monsoon  rains  will  rot  the  rice  in  one  day.  Another  method  is  to  hul;  -lift  ia 
several  55  pal  drums  of  dicsal  fuel,  scatterinp  and;  saturating,  the  rice  thus 
laiininc  it  for  human  consumption* 

pp.  ITEM;  Destruction  of  Lnrpe  Caches  of  Rice,  (Dot 

niSCUSSIONi  One  of  the  most  significant  lessons  learned  was  the  means  by  i.'hio' 
a  large  cache  of  rice  could  be  destroyed  in  the  swiftest  manner.  In  the  past 
this  has  proven  to  be  a  difficult  task.  The  prcblem  was  S'^lved  by  airlifting 
an  8,  inch  arty  shell  and  a  dnun  of  JPli  fuel  to  the  cache  site.  ?y  placing  the 
shell  unrlerneath  the  rice  and  fuzing  the  shell  in  the  fuze  well  nousinp.  with  Cti 
and  attaching  detonating  cord  and  applying  an  8  minute  time  pencil  to  deton-'tv; 
the  shell,  and  then  pla.clng  the  ounctured  drum  of  JPi*  on  top  c  f  the  rice  to 
allow  the  fuel  to  leak  from  holes  made  in  the  drum,  the  ensuing  detonation  and 
fire  totally  destroys  the  rice, 

OBSSR''  -TIONt  Although  the  destruction  items  .are  bulky  and  heavy  it  is  felt  Ihc 
sure  fire  results  more  than  compensate  for  their  inherent  clumsy  confipauraiMor.. 

hh,  ITEM;  Proper  Selection  of  ROM's,  fCo  A) 

DISCUSSION;  i/hen  CIDO  operations  stop  anywhere  along  their  g  oncral  route  of 
advance  and  establish  a  RON,  they  become  extremely  vuln..'rable  to  VC  attack. 

If  the  VC  are  trailing  thj  operation,  as  they  frequently  do,  the  CIDG  positioa 
is  fixed  by  the  VC,  The  VC  can  elect  to  attack  at  a  time  of  their  choosinr  or 
formulate  plans  to  ambush  the  CIDG  patrol  along  its  route  of  march - 

OBSEHVATIOHi  A  detachments  are  instructed  to  select  ROM's  at  least  1CX)C  meters 
from  the  patrol's  penoral  route  of  rmreh.  Another  technique  is  to  eat  1^3 
evening  meal  l^g  h'  urs  before  dusk.  After  giving  the  enemy  every  Inda  cntion  wl.'.l 
eating  that  this  position  will  bo  the  patrol's  RON,  boldly  and  rapidly  move  the 
main  bod^  until  darkness  falls  to  a  different  position,  leaving  a  "st.ay  behind" 
claymore  mine  ambush  at  the  nrevlous  location, 

c  O  /V  C  /V  T  /  L 
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li,  ITEM:  Enemy  Evasion  of  H:I  Fires,  (Cc  A) 

EISCUS.SIOW;  The  enemy  like-s  to  enter  or  "h’  r"  hamlets  at  nlfht  t  .■’.void.  H&I 
fires.  The  enen^y  knows  H&I  fires  will  be  pxjnned  no  closer  than  1000  meters 
of  an  inhabited  area.  The  VC  will  normally  depart  these  hamlets  between 
0500  -  0600  in  the  raorninp, 

OBSERVATION:  In  certain  areas  the  VC  will  move  in  rubber  r>lnnfc''tions  during 
the  nlf  ht  if  possible,  because  they  realize  HSI  fires  will  not  be  pi  'coc*.  in  the 
rubber  without  contact.  The  enemy  will  on  occasion  pat  careless  in  tru  rubber 
and  often  use  trails.  VC  routes  of  withdrawal  from  sheltering  vlllrpes  should 
be  noted  an)  H?I  plotted  and  fired  between  OSOC  to  O6OO,  Trails  leadinp  to  and 
from  rubber  should  be  plotted  and  covu>red  with  intensive  H?  I  fires  during  the 
hours  of  darkness,  VC  way  stations  should  not  be  disturbed  in  any  way  to  give 
the  Impression  that  anyone  other  than  the  enemy  was  there.  The  tar/et  should  be 
plotted  and  when  enemy  movement  is  reported  or  detected  in  the  area  .irtilleiy 
fires  can  be  massed, 

jj,  ITEHi  Nipht  Ambush  Operations,  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION:  Special  Forces  has  found  that  a  successful  night  ambush  is  one  of 
the  most  effective  psycholopical  operatic  ns  that  can  be  conducted.  In  swampy 
terr.oin  even  during  the  dry  season,  VC  resupply  routes  .arc  extremely  Umitod. 

OBSERVATION:  By  continuous  saturation  patrolling  these  resunply  routes  can 
be  detectec?  and  neutralized  by  night  ambushes.  fJight  ambush  fire  discipline 
is  difficult  to  contrc.'l  with  CIDG  forces  and  must  be  thoroughly  rehearsed  and 
explained,  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  ambiwh  element.  It  was  fount?  th'^t  in 
swampy  areas  the  VC  seldom  use  a  ground  security  element  to  accompany  any 
sampan  resupply  mo'vcments.  This  makes  the  sampans  susceptible  tr  ambushes  at 
ranges  cf  only  two  or  three  feet.  Claymore  mines  should  be  used  for  these 
ambushes  and.  small  arras  fire  should  bo  avoided  unless  absolutely  necoss'ry.  The 
sound  of  the  claymores  detonating  will  resemble  the  sound  of  nonnal  .artillery 
H&I  fires,  thereby  allowing  multiple  ambushes  on  the  same  canal  during  the  night. 

kk,  ITHi:  Orientation  cf  Reaction  Forces.  (Det  B-36) 

DISCUSSICH;  Great  care  must  be  taken  to  insure  that  reaction  forces  from 
other  units,  (i.e.  divisional  units,  ready  reaction  unit),  are  fully  apprised  of 
their  responsibility  to  this  detachment  in  that  the  size  of  •the  force  which  is 
internally  available  to  thi.  Special  Task  Force  is  not  of  sufficient  size  to 
engage  in  a  major  enemy  contact. 

OBSERVATION:  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  obtaining  additional 
helicopter  support  when  this  unit  was  engaged  In  a  major  contact  and  needed  to 
reinforce  Its  ground  troops  in  order  to  evacuate  wounded  and  dead  personnel. 

Every  effort  must  be  made  to  insxu:e  on  adequate  force  is  tabbed  for  this  support 
before  the  tactical  developients  prescribe  tiiem, 
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11,  ITEM;  CIDG  Operations .  (A-221) 

DISCUSSION';  When  CIDQ  sweep  in  the  Circcticn  of  base  camp  durinf  the  latter 
nrrt  of  operations,  they  think  that  th*y  ara  going  bone  early  and  have  a 
tendency  to  move  too  quickly  and  conduct  a  haphaiard  aaarchi 


OBS'’!JPDiTTON;  In  planning  CIDG  operations.  It  is  better  to  have  the  Cl  ^  sweep 
in  (iirections  away  from  base  camp  during  the  laat  ftm  days  of  the  operation, 

ran,  lTE21t  Opera tinp  Two  Alrboat  Sections  Together,  (A-hOl) 

DISCUSSION;  It  has  been  found  that  employing  two  (2)  alrboat  sectlona  together 
creates  a  problem  of  control.  Due  to  the  speed  and  conaunlcatlona,  control  la 
difficult  between  the  sections  and  more  so  between  the  sections  and  the  C  and  C 
aircraft. 


OBSERVATION;  A  solution  that  prfvecl  tr  be  quite  effective  was  tc  divide  the 
operational  area  in  half  and  enplcy  a  section  in  each  rarea  with  a  separate 
C  and  C  aircraft. 


nn,  ITEjii  Effectiveness  of  Small  jirms  Fire  from  the  Alrbcats  (A-bOl) 

DISCUSSION;  It  was  founc’  that  strafing  runs  ma.de  by  tho  .airboats  from  a 
■'istance  of  100  to  150  meters  were  not  satisfactory.  The  majrrity  of  the  rounds 
were  going  evor,  under,  and  behind  the  tarret  area. 


0 -iSERVATION ;  By  making  the  atrafing  runs  50  to  75  meters  from  the  ta.rpet,  there 
was  an  increase  of  Lo  to  50  percent  hits  in  the  target  area,  Tho  amoiint  of  fire 
received  by  the  airboats  was  decreased  due  to  the  increased  effectiveness  of  tho 
airboats  aims. 


00,  WEM;  VC  Hiding  Under  the  Vatcr.  (A-hOl) 

DISCUSSION;  During  many  of  the  opjrations  con'  uc ted  by  tho  airb^'cts,  VC  sam- 
pans  were  ^ound,  but  no  VC  cculd  be  located  in  the  area. 


OBSERVATION;  Thg  VC  would  be  submerged  under  the  water  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
somnans,  A  auccessful  tactic  was  found  to  be  the  dropping  cf  concussion 
grenades  from  airboats  circling  the  area.  The  VC  would  emerge  from  tho  water 
to  avoid  the  concussion  grenades  and  thus  be  vulnerable  tc  small  arms  firo  or 
capture. 


pp,  ITEM;  Stay  Behind  Ambush  Tail  Gunner  Rocon  Section,  (De  B-36) 

DISCUSSION;  This  technique  employs  tho  use  cf  one  recon  section  v;hich 
habitually follows  the  main  force.  The  mission  cf  this  unit  is  to  nrovide 

C0iVF4O(if^T/n  L 
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rear  security  for  the  main  force  and  to  guard  against  trackers.  Basically 
two  techniques  can  be  usedj  (1)  if  the  main  force  was  traveling  along  a 
course  cf  known  direction  am’  distance  the  "tall  gunner"  section  would  poriod- 
icnlly  establish  ambush  positions  behind  the  main  force  along  the  route  rf 
m'lrch.  These  positions  would  be  manned  generally  for  fifteen  to  tliirty  minutes. 
If  nr  contact  ho.s  boc  n  made  the  tall  gunner  section  could  either  move  rapidly 
to  rejoin  the  main  body;  booby  trap  and/or  mine  along  the  back  trail  (must 
be  approved  by  OPN  CO)  and  move  to  WJ  or  continue  to  ambush  the  trail,  until 
the  main  force  has  been  established  at  a  Ittsslon  Support  Site.  (2)  If  t.ic 
direction  and  rate  of  movement  is  unsure,  then  the  toll  gunner  section  is 
better  employed  by  staying  with  the  main  force  and  upon  direction  of  the  OFN  CO, 
emplace  mines  and  booby  traps  along  lha  back  trail. 

OBSERVATION;  Continuous  radi.o  communKration  must  be  maintained  by  thu  tail 
gunner  section  and  tha  OPN  CO.  This  sophisticated  technique  requires  intense 
training  an  '  tight  command  and  control  to  be  effective.  An  Arrierican  must  be 
vrith  all  eloments  involved  for  iimediate  reaction  to  the  specific  situation. 

qq,  ITEM;  17pirin  Artillery  Supoort.  (Det 

DISCUSSION;  A  test  was  conducted  In  conjunction  with  6/2?  Artillery  to 
compare  effects  cf  HE  Fuze  Quick  and  Fuze  Delay  when  Impacting  in  triple 
canopy  Jun»lo. 

0BS'31VaTI0N;  2$  rounds  of  HE  Fuze  Delay  were  fired  in  a  grid  saturation  missicn 
with  -the  following  resifLts; 

(1)  of  rounds  exploded  3  to  feet  underground. 

(2)  20^  of  roiuids  exploded  in  2d  canopy  cutting  trees  at 
approximately  0  feet  heifht, 

(3)  305I  of  rounds  exploded  in  3d  canopy  placing  ahrapnell 
in  the  area  from  ground  level  to  18  inches  height, 

(U)  The  rounds  were  dispersed  50  to  75  meters  apart  in  the 
center  of  the  impact  zone. 

(5)  A  previous  test  with  25  rounds  cf  HE  Fuze  Quick  was  less 
effective  with  majority  of  rounds  exploding  in  Ist  canopy  and  very  little 
schrapnell  reaching  ground  level. 

rr,  Obtaininf  /rtillery  Support.  (A-22?) 

DISOUSSIOH;  Operations  are  often  conducted  in  areas  covered  by  PWi-UiF  fans. 
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0BSERV.".T10Nt  Suii  orting  fire  cm  be  obtained  with  mlnimon  delay  by  foUcwing 
these  simple  nrocedures: 

(1)  Prior  to  goinf:  into  an  area  where  artillery  was  previously 
utilized  a  check  with  the  supporting  artillery  unit  should  be  made  for  available 
concentration  numbers  and  coordiaates. 


(2)  If  your  unit  stops  for  any  length  of  time,  stop  as  near 
to  one  of  the  previous  concentrations  as  possible  and  call  for  clearance. 

(3)  If  this  is  impossible,  plot  your  own  concentrations  and 
have  one  or  more  fired  immediately,  (Don't  forget  to  record  the  concentration 
number). 

(U)  Once  fired,  request  a  gun  be  laid  on  the  concentration 
vd-th  the  appropriate  round  ready  for  an  on  call  mission, 

(5)  Record  all  concentration  numbers  and  cocrdlna.tes  given 
for  future  use  by  your  operations  conducted  In  the  same  area, 

S3,  ITEIi!  Use  of  the  "People  Sniffer". 

DISCUSSION;  Use  of  the  "People  Sniffer"  has  been  introduced  into  the 
‘  nstallation  Defense  Conmand's  operations.  The  eqToipment  ia  being  used  by 
the  IDC,  based  on  S-2  intelligence  reports  and  visual  reconnaissance  slghtinrs- 

03S.-J>\L  TIDN;  Success  has  been  achieved  by  the  use  of  this  equipmenti  There 
have  been  several  heavy  indications,  which  were  reacted  to  by  both  armed 
helicopter  and  artillery  fire.  The  operation  is  not  complete  in  that  we  do 
not  have  a  ready  capability  for  moving  reaction  and/or  assessment  troops  into 
the  indicated  areas. 


tt,  ITEM;  IrqjTOVlsed  Obstacles  (Dot  3-3U) 

DISCUSSICTI;  A  V/P  grenade  had  boon  wrapped  with  Det  Cord  to  act  as  an  inqtfovised 
fougasse.  The  pin  had  been  palled  and  the  grenade  handle  had  been  tied  down 
with  cotton  string,  VJhen  one  such  fougasse  had  to  be  dismantled,  the  V7P  grenade 
ignited  because  the  string  had  deteriorated.  Similar  fougasses  which  were  made 
utilizing  plastic  tape  to  hold  down  the-  handle  were  not  such  a  problem* 

ODSERVATION;  A  nondeteriorating  substance  such  as  tape  should  be  used  on  suoh 
devices.  Additionally,  suoh  devices  should  be  fully  explained  and  their 
location  identified  in  Can^j  Defense  Folders, 

uu,  ITEM;  Work  Details  Outside  Defensive  Perimeters,  (Det  B»3U) 

DISCUSSION ;  A  CIDG  woodcutting  party  was  attacked  and  2  CIDG  WIA  and  1  CIDG 
captured.  The  CIDG  did  not  have  weapons. 


oaSERVATION;  Parties  gaing  outside  defensive  perimeters  regardless  of  nissioo 
b,  and  propri-lj  supported.  ^  C  0  N  P  )  »£  M  T  I  fl  L 
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3*  (U)  Tralnin  ,1  Organization. 

a.  ITEM>  Training  results.  (Det  B-35) 

DSCUSSIONj  It  has  been  noticed  in  the  past  that  the  overall  interest  shown  by 
CIDG  attending  training  of  any  sort  fs  based  on  the  kncwledge  of  what  awards, 
payment  or  honors  will  be  bestowed  on  them  at  the  completion  wf  the  particular 
course. 

r-  SERVATIONi  Generate  a  sense  of  tremendouo  accorqjlishmant,  future  distinction  to 
come  ai^  soma  type  of  award  c  diploma  for  each  CIDO  class  .taught.  The  interest 
shown  will  be  of  a  higher  quality. 

b.  ITEM;  U.2  Inch  Mortar  Training  for  CIDQ,  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION:  li.2  inch  mortars  are  often  not  employed  to  beat  advantage  in  many  A 
DetaclmeniA  due  to  lack  of  qualified  personnel  and  inability  to  properly  train 
CIDQ  because  of 'technical  language  limitations, 

OBSERVATION;  ARVN  artillery  battalions  were  formerly  equipped  with  U.2  mortars 
and  have  personnel  experienced  in  all  aspects  of  U,2  inch  mortar  employment.  Due 
to  their  language  capability  and  experience  a  program  was  undertaken  ty  the  25th 
AR\T{  Division  to  train  personnel  at  various  A  C/u<.ps  in  the  emplcymait  of  the  U.2 
inch  mortar  including  instruction  in  fire  direction  control  procedures.  The  CIDO 
at  Hiep  Hoa  Det  A-351  responded  enthusiastically  to  this  program.  After  3  weeks 
training  CIDG  at  Hiep  Hoa  were  capable  of  assuming  missions  in  support  of  ground 
operations.  This  program  is  to  be  Iji^jlemented  in  newly  established  A  Camps  in  III 
CTZ  especially  those  that  do  not  have  close  artillery  fire  support, 

c.  ITEM;  Training  of  Intelligence  Sergeants.  (Co  D) 

DISCUSSION;  Intelligence  Sergeants  ’i  A  Detachments  use  low  level  agent  nets  to 
obtain  Infcrraation  of  Viet  Cong  units  in  their  areas.  In  many  cases  these  nets 
aro  the  primary  means  available  to  maintain  basic  OB  Information  on  these  units,- 
I'ost  or  the  intelligence  sergeants  have  little  training  or  e35)erience  in  methods 
of  control  of  their  sources  or  methods  which  can  be  used  to  check  the  reliability 
of  information  received  or  the  source  himself.  As  a  result,  information  received 
is  often  accepted  without  any  established  basis  for  accurately  evaluating  the 
Information,  A  partial  solution  to  this  problem  is  the  use  of  MI  specialists  to 
assist  and  advise  the  detachment  Intelligence  Sergeants  as  is  currently  dons, 

OBSERVATION;  The  fonnal  training  of  Special  Forces  Intelligence  Sergeants  should 
include  instruction  in  the  establishment,  testing,  and  handling  of  low  level  agent 
nets  as  they  exist  in  Vietnam.  Assignment  of  untrained  personnel  to  this  duty 
should  be  avoided  as  OJT  must  be  given  by  qualified  persoiaiel,  and  these  are  not 
sufficiently  available. 
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d,  ITEM:  Marksmanahip  Training. 


(Det  B-33) 


LISCUSSIOMi  In  order  to  gain  the  maximum  effectiveness  of  available  firepower  all 
CGF  were  given  an  Intensified  program  of  marksmanship  training.  Competition 
between  squad,  platoon  and  company  size  units  was  developed  which  helped  to  create 
interest  in  the  program. 

OBSERVATION;  CSF  Troops  are  particularly  responsive  to  training  when  there  is  a 
reward  of  some  type  for  training  execllepce.  An  effective  method  to  create  and 
maintain  interest  was  to  keep  an  accurate  score  of  the  individual's  performance 
during  marksmanship  training  and  to  award  appropriate  badges  at  tho  completion  of 
tliu  training  program. 


ITEM:  CIDG  Marksmanship  Training. 


(Det  B-32) 


DISCUSSION!  It  is  frequently  quite  difficult  to  construct  a  reg'ilatlon  rifle  range 
at  an  A  detachment.  The  need  still  exists,  however,  to  provide  marksmanahip  train¬ 
ing  to  the  CIDG. 

CESERVATION!  By  placing  targets  at  various  distances  from  the  berm  and  using  these 
targets  for  practice,  an  informal  but  effective  marksmanship  program  can  be  initiated, 


f,  ITEM;  Forward  Observer  Training  for  CIDO, 


(Dot  3-32) 


DISCUSSION:  Situations  frequently  arise  in  the  field  when  a  separate  CIDG  element 
r-.ich  as  a  security  group  for  an  overnight  position  needs  artillerj'  support,  and  no 
.SF  can  be  with  them  to.  adjust  the  fire.  In  cases  such  as  this,  the  CIDG  must 
s^nd  the  correction  to  the  VNSF  (frequently  using  an  HT-1)  the  VNSF  gives  tlte 
correction  to  the  USASF  who  relays  it  to  the  artillery  FDC, 

OBSERVATION;  A  simple,  but  effective  means  of  teaching  the  CIDG  FO  procedures  is  to 
di!'lde  them  into  two  groups,  then  after  basic  FO  procedures  are  explained,  one  group 
gets  on  the  berm  of  the  camp  and  the  other  goes  to  .an  6lnra  mortar  position.  Tai'gcts 
atx  selected  aro'jnd  the  camp,  and  the  CIDG  are  required  to  bring  the  mortar  fire 
onto  the  target.  After  one  group  becomes  proficient,  it  is  rotated  to  the  mortar. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  only  means  of  adjustment  that  the  CIDG  can  understand  is 
the  gun-target  line  method. 


rt-ocurement  of  Interpreters 


(Det  A-U13) 


DISCUSSION:  Good  interpreters  are  hard  to  find.  When  one  is  found,  personality 
j  '  'bleras  arise  and  the  interpreter  usually  ends  up  working  for  tte  US/iSF  team  and 
being  distrusted  by  the  VN,  or  vice-versa.  Recently,  one  of  the  CRP  leaders  in 
this  camp,  upon  reaching  the  age  of  35,  was  discharged  from  the  CSF.  He  was  sent 
to  Interpreter  School,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  re -hire  him  as  an 
interpreter  upon  graduation.  Thus,  this  camp  will  gain  an  interpreter  who: 


AVOB-C  15  I'ebruary  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarter  Ending  31  Jsn  66  (U) 


(1)  Has  the  unquestioned  respect  of  the  CSF, 

(2)  Has  an  already  established  authority,  is  capable  of  understanding 
tactical  requirements  and,  if  necessary,  is  capable  of  making  and  enforcing  spot 
decisions  of  his  own. 

(3)  Has  long  ago  earned  the  respect  and,  in  many  oases,  has  become  a 
personal  friend  of  both  UBASF  and  VNSF  personnel  in  camp, 

OBSERVATION;  Suitable  ranking  CSF  approaching  retirement  age  nay  be  sent  to 
Interpreter  Sohoo^.  prior  to  discharge,  to  be  re-hired  as  interpreters  in  their  own 
camps  upon  discharge.  Where  the  advantages  outlined  above  outweigh  the  fact  that 
their  knowledge  of  English  might  fall  below  the  desired  level,  re-hiring  on  the 
spot,  even  without  the  benefit  of  Interpreter  School,  should  be  given  consideration- 

h.  ITE;-!:  Interpreters. 

D'^SCUSEIOl-T;  The  Dong  Ba  Thin  trainla-T  center  has  the  mission  of  training  CIDG 
soldiers ,*“who,  for  the  most  pai-t,  arc  of  liontagnard  origin  and  do  not  speak  the 
Vi^tnaiiicse  language.  Interpreters  that  often  accompany  such  students  arc  only  of. 
a  bi-lingual  capability  (English  -  .bntagnard),  and  are  not  able  to  translate  the 
clsssos,  which  are  given  in  Viotnar.isssa,  into  the  particular  clialoot  of  ..otitagnard 
spolcon  by  the  students.  Thus,  numerous  students  gain  little  by  attending  certain 
classes, 

OCS'y.VATION;  Interpretors  with  a  tri-lininal  capability  (English-VictnanKtse- 
ibnt a^rnard)  arc  necessary  f  or  successful  training  of  CIlHl  person  iGl  at  a  Vietnamese 
traJ.iiing  cantor. 

i,  ITEM;  Training  iiids. 

iJlSCUSSIOIf ;  There  is  a  critical  shortare  of  training  aids  for  use  at  the  Dong  Ba 
Hiin  Training  Center.  This  detach.:Ent  hoc  attempted  to  construct  them,  but  the 
numbers  fall  far  short  of  what  is  needed.  The  Training  Center  Aids  Section  also 
lacks  the  rianpower  and  facilities  needed  to  fulfill  the  re  quire  mo  nt.  itost 
critical  need  is  for  wood  mock-ups  of  all  types  of  weapons  and  other  equipment, 
'd'dch  would  somewhat  alleviate  the  langua-'-'e  problem  mentioned  above. 

ODSSRVATIOIJ ;  Training  aids  arc  absolutely  necessary  for  the  off  octivo  training  of 
indi.'onous  personttel,  esoecially  when  a  language  barrier  exists. 
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li.  (C)  Intelligence, 

a,  ITEM:  Optimum  Use  of  Polygraph  on  Indigenous  Subjects.  (Gp  S-2) 

LISCUSSlOK:  Adequate  polygraph  equipment  and  trained  examiners  are  in  short 
3’’,.:pl;  in  RVH,  The  polygraph  has  been  determined  to  be  a  useful  aid  in  investigations 
involving  Vietnamese  suspects  or  subjects.  In  order  to  conserve  manpower  and  equip¬ 
ment  It  Is  essential  that  certain  preparations  be  made  by  the  unit  requiring  polygrapb. 
Eorvices  prlo"  to  arrival  of  the  examiner,  A  detailed  personal  history  statement 
concerning  the  subject  should  be  prepared.  Subject  should  be  thoroughly  interrogated 
using  normal  passive  interrogation  techniques  when  subject  is  a  suspect.  A  suspect 
,-.\st  be  Segregated  from  other  Vietnamese  personnel  and  suspects.  The  complete  resulto 
rf  the  interrogation  should  be  reduced  to  written  format  in  both  Vietnamese  and 
"nglish.  Items  of  information  to  be  verified  should  be  selected,  A  suitable  and 
separate  examining  area,  cooled  or  air  conditioned  and  as  sound-proofed  as  possible, 
must  be  made  available.  Subject  should  be  monitored  to  preclude  his  use  of  drugs, 
norcotics,  or  alcohol, 

OBSERVATION t  Units  requiring  use  of  polygraph  investigative  techniques  should  *eke 
preparations  as  indicated  above  to  Insxirc  optimum  utilization  of  equipment  and 
LXiuniners, 

b,  ITEM;  US/iSF/VNSF  Collection  Operations.  (Gp  S-2) 

DISCUSSION;  Difficulties  have  arisen  on  occasion  because  regulations  and  directives 
were  not  available  in  both  friglish  and  Vietnamese  languages, 

OBSERVATION'  All  Operational  documents  must  be  bilingual  to  facilitate  understai^ing 
and  a  coope. atlve  effort  for  mission  accomplishment, 

c,  ITEM;  Source  Control  Procedures,  (Gp  S-2) 

DISCUSSION;  Source  control  procedures  for  processing  a  nalrne  trace  action  through 
the  M.’.CV  Source  Register  and  for  obtaining  operational  interest  in  a  prospective 
source  was  accomplished  simultaneously  by  the  submission  of  a  name  trace  request 
by  the  interested  detachment,  MACV  has  now  changed  the  procedure,  requiring 
consecutive  submi3S'’on  of  a  name  trace  request  and  registering  for  operational 
interest, 

OBSERVATION;  The  Source  Control  Section  of  the  Collection  Branch,  S-2,  ^th  SFQA, 
devised  5th  SFG.'»  Form  71R  (Informant/Source  BlograpJdcal  Information  V/orksheet) 
which  contains  all  of  the  information  necessary  for  both  name  trace  action  and 
registration  action.  The  originator  submits  the  form  to  the  Source  Control  Section 
which  then  extracts  the  necessary  information  to  submit  a  name  trace  request.  Upon 
return  of  the  name  Trace  Request  the  necessary  information  is  extracted  from  the 
form  to  submit  a  request  for  Operational  Interest.  The  fact  that  both  of  these 
actions  are  initiated  by  the  Source  Control  Section  saves  that  time  that  would  be 
required  by  separate  submission  of  the  actions  by  the  originating  detachrtx>nt  and 
insures  the  forms  are  complete  and  correct, 

C  0^<FI  OE  NT  ‘  n  u 
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d.  ITEM;  Establishment  of  a  Counter-Intelligence  Net 


(Let  B-33) 


bjdCUSSIOH;  It  1  extremely  difficult  to  recruit  a  counter-intelligence  agent  from 
within  a  well  establishwi  Camp  Strike  Force  Company  since  loyalties  have  been  firmly 
established,  and  because  it  is  clirflcult  to  establish  ’./ho  is  trustworthy.  Attempt¬ 
ing  to  insert  an  agent  into  a  camp  str.tke  force  compaiy  as  a  replacement  is  also 
c’ifficult  since  all  newcomers  are  naturally  suspects. 

'ION;  One  solution  to  this  problem  is  to  have  an  agent  trained  at  USASF 
Jompujjy  level  and  then  inserted  inuo  the  Camp  Strike  Force  when  it  commences 
t'’aining.  Control  of  the  agent  car.  then  be  passed  to  the  operational  detachment 
iiitelligence  sergeant. 


e,  liEM:  Agent.':. 


(Dot  B-3ii) 


DISCUS5ICW;  An  SF  agent  was  detained  by  a  conventional  US  unit  operating  In  SF  lAOR* 

OBSERVATION;  Operations  of  agents  must  be  fully  coordinated  with  combat  operations 
within  TAOR  to  prevent  detainment  and/or  possible  injury  from  friendly  patrols, 
ambushes  or  H&I  fires. 


f,  ITEM;  Agents- 

OISCUSSIOH;  An  SF  agent  was  detained  by  an  SF  combat  operation. 


(Det  B-3li) 


C^oERVATION;  An  agent  must  have  means  of  identifying  himself  even  when  units  are 
aware  of  agent's  operatione. 

(Det  B-35) 

g,  ITEM;  Establishing  Viet  Cong  patterns  of  movement  and  base  areas. 

i.''ISCUSSION;  In  order  to  plan  and  conduct  operations  to  Interdict  Viet  Cong  lines 
of  comnninication  and  locate  base  areas,  some  system  must  be  established  to  record 
data  on  the  Viet  Cong's  movement,  contacts,  and  intelligence  reports  received  by 
friendly  forces, 

OBSERVATION ;  Ry  utilizing  acetate  overlays  to  record  the  reported  movements  of 
Viet  Cong  units,  friendly  and  enemy  initiated  contacts  and  agent  reports  on  a 
monthly  .jasls,  a  pattern  of  the  Viet  Cong  lines  of  communication  can  be  established. 
By  recording  these  overlays  over  a  period  of  ninety  days  and  denoting  heavily  used 
areas,  it  is  also  possible  to  determine  the  Viet  Cong  base  areas. 


c  o  N  F I  o  e  ^ 
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h,  ITEM;  Capture  of  VC  Suspects*  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  Recent  discoveries  of  VC  suspects  have  led  several  camps  to  hold  these 
iiidivlduals  until  proper  interrogation  (and  if  possible,  polygr’phing)  can  take 
place.  Due  to  lack  of  adequate  U.S,  Intement  facilities  and  the  advisory  nature  of 
tks  US^iSF  role  to  the  VNSF  the  siapects  are  placed  under  the  control  of  the  VNSF  with 
the  U.S.  disclaiming  further  responsibilities,  Lnlle  it  Is  true  that  we  are  in  the 
advisory  role,  it  sho'old  be  of  prime  importance  to  the  intelligence  sergeant  to 
insure  that  personnel  who  may  have  valuable  information  are  guarded  closely  until 
evacuation  to  a  higher  coninand  has  been  completed.  Prisoners  should  be  kept  under 
surveillance  and  close  security  at  all  times.  There  is  no  excuse  for  the  escape 
of  prisoners,  VC  or  VC  suspects,  from  any  camp, 

OESERVAIIOH;  Mary  suapected  VC  have  escaped  while  awaiting  interrogation.  Proper 
handling  oi  prisoners  must  be  emphasized  to  the  VNSF  to  insure  that  no  further 
incidents  of  this  nature  occur. 

i.  ITEM;  VC  Sabotage.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  Camps  have  reported  incidents  of  possible  mechanical  sabotage,  A 
f‘avorlte  target  of  sabotage  for  penetration  low-level  agents  has  been  the  camps 
defense  positions.  Man;'  incidents  have  involved  the  discovering  of  claymore  wires 
being  out  or' being  misused  in  the  camp,  CIDG  troops  also  have  found  the  C-h  in  the 
mines  useful  for  cooking  purposes.  Bolts  have  been  found  missing  from  automatic 
weapons,  vital  gears  frc «  machinery,  loader  straps  cut  oi'  frayed,  It  may  prove 
impossible  to  check  all  possible  likely  sabotage  points  at  a  Special  Forces  camp, 
however  key  positions  aid  equipment,  the  loss  of  which  would  be  deteiviantal  to  the 
camps  effort,  such  as  AW  positions  and  ejqjloslve  barriers,  should  be  checked  as  a 
matter  of  daily  routine, 

CE1SER7ATI0N;  Simple  daily  checking  of  tlie  defensive  positions  aid  key  points  can 
prevent  loss  of  valuable  weapons  and  equipment.  All  Incidents  of  suspected  sabotage 
should  be  immediately  investigated  to  determine  cause  and  responsibility. 

J,  ITEM;  Personnel  Reliability  Program,  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  Although  most  B  Detachments  have  a  personnel  security  system  dn 
operation  for  permanent  indigenous  workers,  in  most  cases  procedures  governing 
clearances  and  access  for  daily  workers  have  been,  at  best,  barely  adequate. 
Permanent  employoes  are  normally  checked  through  the  MSS,  However,  due  to  tte  rapid 
change-over  of  daily  labor,  proper  security  screening  is  not  possible.  These  te.nq^ 
porary  labo^  personnel  should, have  soma  JElsabla  means  of  ijdentlfication,.in  order  to 
govern  their  access  to  certain  areas  and  to  make  military  personnel  aware  that  these 
people  need  more  supervision  and  control  than  is  normally  required.  Usually  simple, 
bright  colored  badges  of  some  sort  will  be  sufficient  for  identification, 

COnfh^l:  iNirmc 
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ObSERVATlOM ;  Access  of  temporary  Indigenous  workers  must  be  checked  in  all 
detachments  and  the  workers  should  have  sore  visible  means  of  identification  in 
order  to  govern  theli'  access  to  certain  areas  and  make  military  personnel  aware 
that  these  people  need  more  supervision  and  control  than  is  normally  required, 

A  simple,  brightly  colored  badge  of  some  sort  would  be  sufficient  for  identification, 

k.  ITEMS  Coordination  with  US/f  FAC's,  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION i  Province  FAC's  make  many  flights  over  Special  Forces  TAOR's  and  are 
trained  to  observe  trail  activity,  base  camp  locations,  and  bunker  complexes  where 
untrained  personiiel  cannot  detect  them, 

OBSERVATION!  By  conducting  dally  coordination  meetings  with  Province  FAC's  and  by 
getting  the  A  detachment  intelligence  sergeants  to  fly  "back  seat"  when  they  go  up, 
a  great  amount  of  intelligence  can  be  gathered  for  the  A  detachment, 

l.  ITEfi!  Recording  of  Information.  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION:  Frequently  at  A  detachment  level  a  large  amount  of  information  is 
recorded  on  maps.  After  several  months  the  maps  become  extremely  cluttered, 

OBSERVATION :  By  making  a  large  number  of  acetate  symbols  Information  can  be 
limporarriy  recorded  on  thie  map  in  an  easy  to  read  manner.  These  acetate  symbols 
can  be  marked  with  unit  identification  and  time  of  report.  When  the  information 
is  no  longer  of  immediate  interest,  the  symbol  Is  removed.  The  acetate  symbol  is 
then  retained  with  the  written  report  and  is  available  for  future  use  if  needed, 

m.  ITEM;  Guard  Systems,  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION:  When  either  organizing  a  security  force  or  reorganizing  an  already 
existing  one  it  will  be  advantageous  to  assign  a  US  «C0  for  full  time  duty,  if 
possible,  to  supervise  the  indigenous  personnel.  Company  A  has  such  an  NCOIC  who 
performs  full  time  duties  in  this  capacity.  He  performs  such  routine  measures  as 
checking  the  guards  several  times  during  the  day  and  conducting  formations  and 
Inspections,  The  many  details  and  superJrlsions  which  would  normally  fall  among 
many  staff  sections  have  been  centralized  as  the  responsibility  of  this  one  NCO, 

The  security  force  is  organized  along  American  lines  with  rank  divisions  with  one 
member  of  the  force  acting  as  platoon  leader  and  directly  responsible  to  the  U.S, 
UCOIC,  Working  closely  in  many  aspects  of  the  security  farces  needs,  the  U.S, 

NCOIC  has  adequate  time  to  observe  leadership  potential  with  the  force,  determine 
needs  as  they  arise,  and  enforce  local  duty  regulations, 

OBSERVATION:  Unless  indigenous  giards  are  closely  supervised  there  is  a  tendency 
on  their  part  to  slack  off  and  do  just  enough  to  get  by. 

c  OiM  wi- 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessoila  Learned  for  Quarter  Ending  31  January  196c  ' 
5.  (U)  LOGISTICS: 

a.  ITEM:  Damage  to  mtiltifuel  Engines  (Gp  SU) 

DISCUSSION:  In  nearly  all  cases  where  the  multifuel  engines  have  failed, 
the  caxuse  of  the  failure  was  due  to  water  entering  into  the  engine  throuth 
the  fuel  system.  Since  water  can  not  be  compressed,  Just  a  little  water 
on  top  of  a  piston  will  break  the  piston  or  the  connecting  rod,  bend  the 
crankshaft,  or  damage  the  engine  block. 

observation :  The  solution  is  quite  simple  but  difficult  to  acccmplish 
where  there  is  no  dally  motor  stables.  The  operator  must  be  tau^t  to 
drain  the  fuel  filters  dally  as  part  of  his  before  operation  service. 

He  must  be  cautioned  not  to  ford  these  vehicles  beyond  30  inches  depth 
of  water  for  the  2^  and  5  ton  trucks  without  special  fording  equipment, 
and  should  not  exceed  U  miles  per  hour  speed  while  fording. 

b.  ITEM;  Reporting  Deadlined  Equipment  (Gp  SLi) 

DISCUSSION;  A  simple  and  direct  method  of  reporting  routine  deadlined 
equipment  in  the  units  was  needed. 

OBSERVATION;  A  monthly  equipment  status  report  was  established  using 
DA  Form  2l;56.  This  report  is  sent  directly  from  the  units  to  the  Grou^) 

Maintenance  Officer  at  the  SFOB  in  two  copies.  The  report  is  received 
by  the  stock  record  section  and  any  peu'ts  on  hand  needed  to  repair  dead- 
lined  equipment  are  immediately  issued  to  the  unit.  One  copy  of  the  report 
is  returned  to  the  unit  indicating  the  action  taken  by  the  Group  Maintenance 
Facility. 


c.  ITEM;  30  Caliber  Carbine  H2  (Det  B-35) 

DISCUSSION;  In  the  normal  use  of  the  30  caliber  carbine  H2  the  discon- 
nector  spring  and  lunger  are  sometljaBs  either  lost  or  broken.  If  there 
are  no  replacement  parts,  no  adequate  temporary  replacanents  can  be  utilized. 

OBSERVATION ;  The  Ml  rifle  clip  release  spring  will  serve  as  a  temporary 
replacement  for  the  disconnector  spring. 
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d.  ITEii:  Mobile  Maintenance  Team  (Op  S-1|) 

1T3CUSSI0N;  A  satisfactory  program  of  Preventive  Maintenance  and  a  procedure 
lor  requesting  and  storing  repair  parts  was  found  to  bo  laclcing  in  some  units. 

A  mobile  maintenance  team  was  organized  at  Group  Level  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  supporting  vnits  v;ith  all  aspects  of  their  maintenance  program. 

OEoERVATIOH ;  Commanders  should  investigate  the  possibility  of  using  an 
^riprovised  maintenance  contact  team  if  none  is  authorizec.  Experience 
indicates  that  thelj'  assistance  in  records  management  alor»  justifies  their  use. 

e.  ITO1:  Salvage  of  storage  batteries  with  broken  terminals.  (Det  B-35) 

Discussion!  It  has  been  observed  that  otherwise  serviceable  storage  batteries 
bive  been  discarded  due  to  one  or  more  of  the  lead  terminals  being  broken, 

GBSEHyATION;  An  effective  solution  is  to  place  a  nut  of  sufficient  inner  diameter’ 
over  the  terminal  stub  and  connect  twelve  gauge  wire  attached  to  a  carbon  core  from 
e  BA-30  to  the  other  terminal.  Short  the  core  on  the  defective  terminal.  Once  the 
core  becomes  red  hot,  melt  down  the  defective  terminal  and  add  the  necessary  amount 
of  lead  solder  to  restore  the  terminal  to  its  former  size.  After  the  lead  cools, 
unscrew  the  nut  and  the  battery  is  then  restored  to  full  service ability.  This 
erpedient  has  resulted  in  reducing  vehicle  deadlines  within  tne  detachment  and 
would,  if  apolied  on  a  wider  scale,  result  in  great  savings  to  the  United  States 
Army. 

f.  ITEM:  Storage  of  large  amounts  of  ammunition.  (Det  8-3^) 

nsCUSSlON:  Special  Forces  camps  aic  frequently  reinforced  by  artillery  units 
which  necessitate  storage  of  large  amounts  of  heavy  ammunition  inside  the  camps, 

OUSERVATIOU:  Primary  concern  should  be  given  to  storing  such  ammunition  in 
Imall  dispersed  lots  vrlth  overhead  uover  to  prevent  dam.'>,i.  and  injury  from 
exploding  aimi;unitlcn  should  a  portion  of  the  camp  catch  during  enemy  attacks. 
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g.  ITEli;  Bill  of  Materials  fOr  Hew  Construction 


(Co  A) 


UISCUSSIOH;  It  has  been  found  through  experience  that  having  civilian 
contractors  start  on  building  projects  prior  to  having  all  construction  material 
available  has  been  unsatisfactory.  Although  they  can  start  vork,  there  are  many 
cilays  and  possibilities  of  contracts  being  broken  because  materials  cannot  be 
supplied  on  a  timely  basis  due  to  the  unavailability  of  supplies  and  materials. 

CBSERVATlON:  At  least  80  percent  of  all  supplies  and  materials  should  be  on 
.land  before  initiating  a  civilian  contract. 


Loading  of  Timber  on  Semi-Tro'^ler  Trucks. 


(Co  A) 


DISCUSSION:  There  have  been  difficulties  experienced  in  tying  dovm  lumber  and 
materials  on  vehicles  due  to  the  shortage  of  log  chains  and  boomers  (used  for 
tightening,,  l-fhen  chains  are  available,  boomers  usually  are  not  available. 

OBSERVATION :  A  substitute  m.ethod  which  proved  effective  was  to  use  a  1^  inch 
banding  machine  and  banding  to  tie  the  loads  of  timber  dovm.  Then  use  st.ikes  on 
the  side  of  tte  vehicle  as  a  back-up  if  the  banding  breaks. 


i.  ITvMt  Air  Movement  of  Heavy  Engineer  Equipment. 


(Staff  Engineer  1 


DISCUSSION;  On  'jiitial  entry  into  a  new  CIDC  camp  in  the  delta  (IV  CTZ)  it  wa-s 
found  that  a  dradinc  would  be  required  to  construct  a  berm  that  would  protect 
the  camp  against  high  water  and  from  direct  fire  weapons.  The  berm  was  necessary 
becavise  the  high  'ater  table  precluded  digging  underground  structures,  A  20  ton 
crane  with  dragliie  attachment  was  disassembled  into  six  pieces  light  enough  to 
be  lifted  11. li  kilnmeters  by  CH  51;.  The  disassembly  took  three  men  l6  hours 
(51;  man  hours)  usiig  another  crarje  and  a  rough  terrain  fork  lift.  The  reassembly 
on  site  took  the  sime  crew  2li  hours  (72  man  hours)  using  jacks  and  blocks.  The 
CH  51;  lifted  the  enne  structure  onto  the  undercarriage.  The  20  ton  crane  was 
disassembled  into  t.'c  following  CH  lifts  that  were  carried  into  the  site  in 
the  order  indicated  below; 

(1)  Dngline  bucket,  track  assemblies  and  boom, 

(2)  Und'rcarriage, 

(3)  Sup«r  structure, 

(h)  Coun'erweight. 
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OBSERVATION;  The  CH  Sh  can  carry  large  items  of  construction  equiprsent  Into  areas 
heretofore  considered  inaccessible,  providing  appropriate  disassembly  la  accorqplished. 
The  type  of  equipment  that  can  be  carried  is  limited  only  by  extent  that  it  can  be 
disassembled  practically  and  the  local  lifting  capacity  of  the  CH  51*. 

J.  ITEM;  Air  Lifting  "Pre-Fab"  Buildings.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  It  has  been  found  that  pre-fabricating  buildings  prior  to  moving 
’them  a  great  distance  by  truck  and  by  air-  is  totally  uneconomical.  A  semi-truck 
has  to  be  used  to  haul  these  pre-fabs  and  due  to  the  bulk  of  the  item,  only 
about  five  tons  can  be  placed  on  a  vehicle  capable  of  carrying  twenty-five  tons. 

Vrtien  sling  loading  pre-fabs  from  CHl*.?  helicopters,  enough  weight  cannot  be  put 
into  a  sling  to  keep  it  from  swinging  under  the  aircraft.  When  pre-fabs  reach  their 
destination  many  are  extensively  damaged  and  have  to  be  ro-cnforced  or  nailed  together 
again. 

OBSERVATION;  A  solution  is  to  pre  cut  the  timber,  bundle  it,  and  transport  it  to 
■the  si-be.  Put  the  buildings  together  on  site.  This  saves  an  enormous  amount  of 
time  in  transportation  of  these  items  both  by  CH  1*7  and  truck.  All  materials 
can  be  transported  in  about  one -third  the  amount  of  time, 

k,  ITEM;  Hauling  of  Palletized  Cargo  on  215  Ton  Cargo  Trucks,  (CO  A) 

DISCUSSION;  It  was  found  that  by  utilizing  2^5  ton  cargo  trucks  this  unit  could 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  getting  equipment  to  and  from  the  Air  Force  loading 
ramps.  One  reason  was  the  unavailability  of  trucks  and  driver  s.  Also,  only 
three  pallets  of  cargo  or  equipment  could  be  hauled  by  each  truck. 


OBSERVATION;  A  solution  to  this  type  of  problem  is  to  cut  one  side  of  the  vehicle 
bed,  therefore  allowing  double  pallets  to  be  loaded  on  the  vehicle.  The  truck 
then  has  a  total  carrying  capacity  of  six  pallets  and  reduces  in  half  the  number 
of  trips  that  would  normally  be  required.  It  is  also  much  easlsr  to  load  the 
vehicle  using  forklifts. 

1.  ITEM;  POL  Containers.  .  (Co  A) 

DISCISSION;  It  has  been  found  that  POL  containers,  such  as  'the  600  gallon 
petrol  containers,  are  at  a  critical  shortage  in  Vletiws*  Much  time  has  been 
spent  trying  to  keep  these  containers  refilled. 
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OBSERVATION;  A  solution  is  to  weld  together  two  shipping  containers  used  for 
ton  or  larger  truck  engine  and  make  a  spout  on  it.  This  container  will  hold  an 
additional  300  gallons  of  POL. 

m.  ITEM;  Equipment  Lost  on  Shipping  Line.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  It  was  noticed  that  a  lot  of  supplies  were  baing  lost  or  stolen 
from  our  shlpning  lines*  After  a  small  box  of  supplies  were  packaged,  it  was 
r  it  on  the  respective  units  shipping  line.  However,  many  of  these  small 
items  were  being  misplaced  or  stolen  cnroute. 

OBSERVATION;  A  better  method  is  to  put  all  small  boxes  together  in  one  large 
pallet  covered  on  the  tops  and  aides  with  cardboard*  Band  the  supplies  to  the 
pallet  with  a  banding  machine  and  then  mark  the  issue  voucher  number  on  the 
box  instead  of  the  item  discription. 

n.  ITEii;  Breakage  of  Rice  Bags  During  Air  Drops.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  In  the  past  the  breakage  of  rice  bags  upon  Impact  with  the  ground 
during  air  drops  has  caused  loss  of  rice  and  time  on  the  drop  tone. 

OBSERVATION:  Put  the  100  kilo  bags  of  rice  inside  a  200  kilo  bag  when  air 

dropping.  If  the  100  kilo  hag  breaks,  the  other  bag  will  hold  all  the  rice  and 

it  will  not  be  spread  over  the  drop  zone. 
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6,  (C)  Other 


a,  ITEtl:  Distribution  of  CA  rejects  and  CA  coriimoditles.  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  i-Iiny  A.iierlcans,  beliavlnc  that  they  understand  the 
Vietnamese,  have  attempted  to  begin  C/i  projects  and  distribute  Ci'l  con  oditios 
T-rithout  considering  the  overall  effect  of  the  project  and  without  coordinating 
these  activities  through  their  Vietnamese  counterparts. 


OBSERVATION ;  Americans  involved  in  CA  activities  must  bear  in  mind 
that  iUTurican  values  and  customs  do  not  necessarily  correspond  with  Vietnamese 
vclues  aid  customs,  especially  in  remote  ai'eas  where  the  majority  of  the  populace 
is  uneducated,  CA  c.ojects  should  not  be  started  unless  there  is  a  definite  need 
for  them.  The  people  that  will  be  aided  by  the  projects  must  bo  willing  to  work 
f '.r  then  and  understand  the  purpose  of  the  projects.  j\ll  Ci*  ctivities  must  be 
v..ry  carefully  planned  and  coordinated  through  Vietnamese  coi-  terparts  and  officials 
have  a  much  better  understanding  of  the  Vietnamese  peoplo 

b,  ITE;-i8  Distribution  of  Gifts  as  a  Civic  Action  .'rojoct,  (Det  B-3li) 

DISCUSSION;  During  the  Christiiias  holidays,  gifts  donated  by  charitablo 
organizations  were  distributed  to  CIDG  dependents  and  other  civilian  p'onulacc. 
.Although  there  were  numerous  gifts,  there  was  not  a  sufficient  amount  to  make  a 
iioaningful  distribution,  i.o.  one  family  received  only  oib  gift  packagi)  which 
contained  a  dress  or  a  doll.  The  family  consisted  of  tmo  girls  sa6  three  boys, 
a  result,  some  rapport  was  lost, 

OBSERVATION ;  Insure  that  sufficient  items  are  on  hand  for  such 
distributions  oven  if  small  items  have  to  be  locally  purchased  with  funds 
available. 


c,  im:  CA/?SY0'.S  Interes*  at  “A"  Detachments.  (Det  B-32) 

DISCUSSION;  The  heav>'  operational  and  administrative  requirements 
placed  on  an  "A"  detachment  frequently  hinder  their  taking  an  active  interest  in 
CA/?SYOi'S  activities, 

OBSEUV, JION ;  The  "B"  Detachment  S5  can  solve  this  problem  by  getting 
o’lt  to  the  "A"  detachments  to  assist  in  CA/rSYORS  activities  and  provide  materials, 
v'nce  several  projects  have  been  completed,  members  of  the  "A"  detachment  generally 
’oecome  enthusiastic  about  CA/?SYO?S, 

d,  ITEllr^  ?SYO?  Films  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  JUSPAO  has  a  limited  stock  of  Vietnamese  speaking  propa- 
genda  films.  It  is  felt  that  more  and  a  greater  variety  arc  needed, 

OBSSRV;>TION :  The  Vietnamese  Information  Service,  VIS,  has  a  stock  of 
propaganda  and  educational  fllnis.  These  films,  if  used,  would  greatly  enhance  the 
overall  Ci.  and  TSYOx'S  programs, 

COlMFlDENTinL 
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o,  ITEM;  liropaganda  Distribution  (Co  D) 

DISOJSSIOM:  It  often  occurs  that  the  VC  distribute  leaflets  and 
other  types  propaganda  after  dark  while  allied  forces  are  not  in  the  area. 

oaSBRVATIQlI ;  The  VIS  Chief  in  tho  area  should  counteract  this 
rcti'vlty  os  soon  as  possible  by  conducting  his  own  propaganda  activities. 

f.  ITEM;  ^‘lerial  Broadcast  Explcitation  (Co  C) 

DISCUSSION;  After  aerial  broadcasts  and  leaflet  drops,  favorable 
situations  are  not  being  exploited  because  .'^TOd  personnel  do  not  know  how  to 
report  the  effectiveness  of  such  actions.  On  occasion  such  personnel  also  are 
unaware  of  the  correct  rcthod  for  requesting  the  needed  assistance, 

OBSERVATICK ;  During  orientation  briefings,  all  incoining  personnel 
should  bo  given  specific  Instruction  to  elininate  this  problem, 

g.  ITEM;  Standardization  of  PSYOPS  Equipment  (Orcup  S-^) 

DISCUSSION ;  Due  to  a  lack  of  standardized  ^YOi^  equipment,  some 
units  are  using  make-shift  or  cornnercial  amplifiers  that  cannot  be  repaired  in 
jUTiy 'Signal  units. 

OBSERVATION t  Unless  units  not  direetjy  suoported  by  a  SYOPS  company 
ere  furnished  standardized  equipmant,  these  units  will  continue  to  ignore  use  of 
loYOPS  or  continue  to  have  mlnlntum  erfectivencss, 

h.  ITEM;  Support  of  Hoi  Chanh  Centers  (B-32) 

DISCUSSION;  Tay  Wlnh,  B-32,  has  provided  tho  local  Hoi  Chanh  Center 
iriul.  basic  materials  from  which  the  returnoes  are  p'’<lng  bricks,  culverts, 
furniture,  etc. 

OBSElRVivTION t  This  program  has  noticeably  i.morovQd  Hoi  Chanh  morale, 
end  providod  small  financial  support  and  professional  skills  for  them.  It  shcmld 
bo  implomonted  elsewhere. 

1.  IT  all;  I'laxinMm  Utilization  of  PSYOP  Aircraft  (Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  In  the  past  it  has  been  found  that  we  were  not  utilizing 
our  available  aircraft  to  the  maximum  because  we  were  selecting  only  one 

target  area  per  flight. 

OBSERVATION ;  Aifter  a  study  of  current  policios,  it  was  found  that 
■we  could  utilize  one  aircraft  for  three  or  four  different  target  areas  during  one 
flight.  Care  must  be  taken  to  properly  space  and  mix  leaflets  vrtille  they  are 
being  loaded  on  the  aircraft  and  close  coordination  must  be  maintained  wi'th  ■the 
flight  crow  to  insure  that  the  proper  tapes  and  leaflets  arc  employed  over  the 
mroper  target  areas. 
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j,  ITSii;  Hand  Disseninatlon  af  leaflets,  (Co  A) 


PIS  CUSS  1011:  The  najority  of  the  leaflets  dissorainated  in  Vietnam  are 
air  drop;ood.  although  this  is  an  effective,  fast  method  of  dissemineting  propaganda, 
'.any  tiinas  leaflets  at^  wasted  due  to  weather  conditions,  pilot  errors,  etc, 

OBSERVATION;  It  has  been  found  that  when  leaflets  are  hand 
c'issominatod  it  arouses  the  curiousity  of  the  rece  .vers  and  allows  for  dismission. 
Leaflets  con  be  effectively  hand  disseminated  by  .'olitlcal  Warfare  Teams,  /irmcd 
propaganda  Teams,  and  soldiers,  but  care  must  bo  taken  to  insure  that  the  personnel 
distributing  the  leaflets  understand  what  the  leaflets  say  and  are  able  to  further 
Gxpl  n  the  leaflets  if  questions  should  arise, 

k,  ITEHt  Utilization  ol  VKSF  .’Ircraft  for  TSfOP  Missions,  (Co  A) 

DISCUS SIOM;  In  the  past,  we  had  been  using  only  OSAF  aircraft  for  our 
PSYOP  missions.  Due  to  the  limited  number  of  aircraft  available  for  USYO?  use, 
aircraft  were  not  alwaj'S  available  for  immediate  exploitation  of  ISYOP  intelligence, 

OBSERVATIOM:  Through  VM5F  counterparts,  aircraft  for  PSYOP  missions 
can  be  obtained  from  the  VNAF,  This  has  been  accomplished  in  Co  A,  and  wo  now 
hove  on  average  of  two  VNAF  PSYOP  aircraft  per  wok,  VMSF  personnel  should 
accorapary  the  aircraft  on  all  missions  to  become  familiar  with  conducting  PSYOP 
missions  and  to  insure  that  the  proper  target  areas  are  covered, 

l,  TTEH:  i\NATlC-7li  (Sig  Off) 

DISCUSSION;  This  radio  is  designed  for  12  volt  operation  on  a 
vehicular  mount .  rfowever,  if  used  it  .nust  be  comoljtely  insulated  from  touching 
the  vehicle  due  to  the  2l»  volt 'system  on  arny  vehicles, 

OBSERViiTION ;  If  not  completely  insulated,  the  radio  will  overheat 

and  bum  out, 

m,  ITB'ii  Waterproofing  of  HT-1  Radios  (Sig  Off) 

DISCUSSION:  Tests  are  being  conducted  to  waterproof  the  HT-1.  A 
thin  neoprene  raembrane is  placed  over  the  speaker  assembly  sealing  it  with  silicon 
[Tease,  A  neoprene  gasket  with  silicon  grease  is  sealing  the  screw, 

OBSERVATION:  The  set  is  still  far  from  waterproof  but  the  modification 
limited  moisture  penetration  considerably. 

n,  ITEM;  Emergency  Communication  Packets  (Sig  Off) 

DISCUSSION;  Emergency  installation  and/or  restoration  of  existing 
communications  require  the  avedlability  of  complete  emergency  communications 
■packets  , 
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OBSERVATION i  Experience  has  proven  that  a  team  going  into  an  area 
t;  sot  up  emorgency  or  restore  existing  communications,  must  arrive  with  everythin" 
required  for  a  basic  Special  Forces  Coi.imunications  System  to  include  a  110  volt 
,  onarator, 

ITEUi  t.-rtrgency  Co.nraunications  (Sig  Off) 

DISCUSSION;  llccent  attacks  on  Soecial  Forces  Ca^S  have  proven  that 
tiij  first  items  ciostr  ij’ed  vri.111  bo  all  antennas  above  ground.  Evparience  has 
proven  the  /kN/GRC-?.09  is  the  uosicst  of  all  available  radios  on  which  to  load 
unconventional  antonr.as, 

OBSEP.ViLTION;  The  use  of  the  AII/GRC-109  energency  communication  should 
bo  atTuesed,  Emergency  antennas  either  underground  or  under  the  roof  of  commo 
■inkers  ore  much  easier  to  load  with  the  AN/QRC-109. 

p.  ITEM;  itcceiving  and  Efficiently  Copying  Incoioing  Messagoa  from  "A" 
Detachments .  TD^t  3-35) 

DISCUSSION;  Dujring  the  titne  of  oneny  contact  or  periods  of  hea'vy 
ndMinistrative  traffic  •there  is  to  a  certenn  degree,  soitb  confusion  and  repeating 
cf  radio  traffic. 


OBSERVATION;  The  use  of  a  tape,  recorder  to  tape  contacts  and  all 
messages  for  later  ploy  back  and  copj-ing  will  lessen  the  possibility  of  mistakes. 
To^oes  are  easily  destroyed  by  erasing,  and  after  used  a  number  of  tinws  burned. 

q«  ITEM;  iintenna  Lead-ins  (Det  B-35) 

DISCUSSION;  During  numarous  mortar  attacks,  an'bonna  lead-ins  have 
b.  cut  by  iortar  fragments, 

OBSERVATION ;  It  has  boon  learned  that  if  antenna  lead-ins  are  o'ver 
20  feet  high  in  the  air  and  terminn-be  at  the  communications  bunker  in  several 
different  places,  chances  of  antenna  lead-ins  being  cut  by  shell  fragments 
.xre  lessened, 

r,  ITEI ;  Radio  Repairman  (Det  B-35) 

DISCUSSION;  During  the  last  90  day  period  it  has  been  noted  that 
this  detachment  and  ita  subordina'te  "A"  detachments  have  had  numerous  radios  that 
needed  repair. 

OBSERVijTI®:  "B"  Detachr«nts  and  subordinate  "A"  Detachments  have 
nui.ierous  radios^  Vftien  one  radio  needs  repairing  the  detachment  is  short  this  item 
of  equipment.  If  Special  Forces  "B"  Detachments  were  authorized  a  radio  repairman 
-ud  spare  parts,  most  of  the  radios  could  be  repaired  at  the  "B"  Detachment's 
location.  Under  this  system  radios  could  be  ready  for  use  much  faster  than  under 
the  present  sj'S'bem.  Also  this  would  decentralize  the  repair  system  in  the  same  way 
Special  Forces  units  are  tecontrallzed, 

Con  f/  oEivrn^L 

96 


a,C3~C  15  February  I968 

:  'JBJECTi  Operational  Rooprt  -  Lussona  Lv^amed  for  Quarter  Ending  31  January  1968  ( 

з,  ITEM;  Communications  School  (Dot  B-35) 

DISCISSION;  It  is  a  slow  and  tedious  task  to  give  comiiunicatlon 
instruction  to  a  group  01  CIDG  troops  by  the  use  of  an  interpreter, 

OBSERV.uTIOil ;  During  the  past  9C  days  ten  CIDG  troops  attended 
:  ti7o  week  comm;idcation  soh:>^  l  on  the  operation  and  maintfinanca  of  the  'HC  6, 

RC  10,  illC  2$,  KT-?  p^od  TR  20  radios.  This  was  accomplished  07  giving  the 
instruction  to  the  ViiSF  corr.aini  cat  ions  supervisor  and  havln-^  the  V  SF  give  the 
instructioii  to  the  CIDG  troops.  Instruction  will  be  more  thorough  aid  nSF  will 
know  more  about  the  equipment.  The  USitSF  ad'/lscs  the  VVSF  and  he  inturn  instructs 
tiic  CIDG  troops, 

t,  ITEH;  Corano  between  "B"  Detachments  and  US  Units,  (Co  A) 

DISCII3SI01.';  Dctachr.-cnt  3-36  often  conducts  operations  in  con¬ 
junction  with  US  Division  operations  but  has  no  means  for  communications  with 
the  US  Units, 

OBSERVATION :  US  units  ara  equipped  with  mobile  comriiunications 
T-dilch  can  easily  c-r -locate  witli  B-36  to  provide  the  acessary  commo  link.  This 
solution  has  proved  acceptable  and  effective  to  both  US/.SF  and  US  units, 

и,  ITEil;  Improved  Teletype  Coiomo  to  "B"  Detachments  (Co  A) 

DISCMSSIOh;  i’.adio-teletype  equipment  at  3  Detachr,jnts  is 
didficult  to  maintain  and  operate  due  to  limited  repair  facilities,  sensitive 
..quipment  and  liiited  transportation  for  repairmen, 

OBSERVATION ;  Tw:  B  Detachments  wer^,  given  circuits  over  VHF 
systems  to  the  Co  conneenteh,  Th(;se  point  to  Point  circuits  eliminated  the 
need  for  radios  for  teletype  commo  and  thus  reduced  the  maintenance  requirement 
considerably, 

V.  ITE.i;  Pall  Duplex  Radio-Tele  typo  Operation  (O’  -0 

DlSCUSSI^.i;  Du.  to  close  proxi.ity  oi  urariSmitters  to  receivers, 
Co  A  could  not  send  and  receive  radio-toietype  messages  at  th^^  some  time, 

OBSERVj'vTION ;  One  T-368  transmitter  was  installed  approximately 
200  nxjtcrs  from  the  commeenter,  eliminatinc  interference  and  allowing  full  duplex 
radlo-telotype  operation, 

w,  ITSi-. ;  Signal  Equipment  (HC-106  Amplifier)  (Co  D) 

DISCUS SUN:  The  KC-IO6  amplifier  designed  to  boost  power  output 
of  iiN/iTi07i;  from~I5  watts  to  100  watts  Is  battery  powejred  (6^-30)  or  adaptable 
to  aC  power  source.  (BA  386  battery  is  suitable  for  the  amp.lifier) 
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OBSERVATION i  Use  of  the  amplifier  was  best  suited  to  sites  where  AC 
power  source  could  be  made  available.  The  anplifier  was  tested  under  combat 
conditions  on  two  separate  occasions  for  periods  ranging  from  one  to  three  weeks 
and  its  performarice  was  excellent.  The  use  of  one  amplifier  per  two  AN/?RC-7l* 
radios  lookas  an  affective  substitute  for  the  KWM-2A. 

X.  ITEM;  Signal  Equipment  (i.B-105  Antenna  Tower)  (Co  D) 

DISCUSS ypN;  The  i\B-105  antenna  tower  is  metal  and  is  73  feet  high. 

The  gTCTiad  area  required  is  67  foot  radius  for  throe  supporting  guys.  Both  the 
antenna  base  and  guy  base  require  concrete  support.  The  tower  is  adaptable  for 
A  Detachment  use  at  Lisser  heights,  1|0  feet,  to  meet  camp  defensive  requirements. 

OBSroVATIOM ;  The  antenna  tower  is  not  the  most  practical  item  for 
Special  Forces  use  because  of  ca.iplicotions  in  erection.  However,  it  is  suitable 
in  lieu  of  lighter  type  towers.  Erection  is  most  efficiently  accomplished  with 
use  of  heavy  duty  cranes.  Field  construction  can  be  effected  by  use  of  gin  pole 
device. 


y,  rrSi^t  Availability  of  whole  blood  at  CIDG  hospitals,  (Gp  Surgeon) 

DE  CUSS  ION;  Vhole  blood  is  not  available  to  CIDG  patients  through 
■.'ictnaraose  or  U^.iSF  sourcef.  Frosh  whole  blood  available  from  US  military 
k-dlcal  facilities  nust  often  remain  available  for  US  personnel  until  its 
..xpiratlon  period  of  21  days  elapses.  For  those  reasons,  CIDG  hospitals  have 
been  obtaining  whole  blood  from  US  military  hospitals  which  is  just  21  days  old 
o.id  utilizing  it  on  CIDG  patients  \intll  the  blood  is  28  days  old,  after  which 
u'tused  blood  is  discarded.  The  outdated  blood  appears  to  provide  as  rauch  benefit 
as  frosh  whole  blood  and  no  dctrimontol  effects  have  been  noted, 

OESERVi'TIOrJ ;  Outdated  blood  can  bo  utilized  for  at  least  a  week 
after  its  expiration  date  without  untoward  effects. 

B.  IlEM;  Preventive  Medicine  (Gp  Surgeon) 

DEOTSSION;  Twelve  caises  of  plague  were  reported  among  indigenous 
rsonnel  in  a  vUlage  near  the  CIDG  camp  at  Ha  Thanh  in  I  CTZ  on  7  Jon  68,  Of 
these,  two  cases  were  fatal.  Investigation  revealed  th* personnel  contracting 
too  disease  entsrod  the  aroo  after  the  Special  Forces  plague  Immunization 
.a-ogram  was  coniplotod  and  therefore  had  not  been  immunized, 

0BSSR7ATI0I1 ;  Adequate  provontlvo  medicine  cannot  be  implemented 
until  thorougH  control  of  tha  population  and  its  movomenti  is  maintained. 

ao,  rniMi  Dental  Trcatinonts  on  Med  Cops  (Co  D) 


t 

s 

r 

i 


DE  CUSS  ION;  It  has  boon  found  that  attendance  at  Med  Caps  la  far 
greater,  and  that  Mad  Caps  are  more  successful  when  dental  treatments  are  included. 


OBSSRVATIOW ;  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  include  dental  treatments 

coiMT  1 0  e  lyTi  /?u 
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SUBJECT «  Oporatlonal  ileport  -  Lesacna  Learned  tor  Quarter  Ending  31  Jan  68  (U) 

bb,  riEMi  Kitchen  Help  (Co  D) 

PIS  CUSS  ION  I  It  has  been  found  that  kitchen  help  prevlousljr 
treated  for  intestinal  parasites  have  since  bocotno  reinfected, 

OBSERVATION t  Kltchon  help  must  bo  oxontlnod  and  treated  periodically 
I  '-r  intestinal  parasites. 

cc,  ITEHt  Water  Purification  (Co  D) 

DISCUSSIOlIt  Buring  the  dry  season  the  water  lavel  throughout  the 
Delta  is  considerably  lower  and  the  runoff  appreciably  lessened  or  coinjlotely 
hnlted.  The  contacdnetlon  of  tho  raiiiaining  water  is  thus  increased, 

OBSERVATION!  At  tho  beginning  of  the  dry  season  more  emphasis  isust 
be  placed  on  water  purification  due  to  increased  levels  of  contamination, 

dd,  ITOli  Payment  of  Subsistence  to  Hospitalized  CIDO  Personnel  (Det  B-3?) 

DISCUSSION;  Hospitalized  CIDG  p^jraonnel  in  this  detachment's 
dispensary  often  complained  that  thay  were  receiving  inadequate  food  even 
though  they  trerc  rucaiviag  a  subsistence  allowance. 

OBSERVATION;  These  complaints  were  curtailed  by  contracting  with 
the  wife  of  a  local  dl5i>  to  receive  the  subsistanca  and,  in  return,  provide 
three  hot  nB?ls  a  dsy  for  all  hospitalized  personiKl.  Complaints  have 
virtually  ceased  and  personnel  are  now  roceiving  an  adequate  diet. 

ee.  ITEI^!  Construction  Fill  (Co  P) 

DISCUSSION; 

(1)  During  the  planning  and  construction  of  Special  Forces  cainps 
in  the  delta  region  of  Vietnam,  one  is  faced  with  the  problem  of  finding  or  making 
available  largo  quantities  of  fill  for  borra  construction,  rovetnonts  and  general 
cover  for  personnel  positions  and  amimjnition  storage  when  the  dry  land  availablo 
is  about  the  size  of  tho  desired  carp  and  it's  highest  point  is  only  one  to  two 
foot  above  the  water  line. 

(2)  In  tho  past  a  small  doz;r  had  been  used  to  work  outside  the 
conp  in  an  attempt  to  police  up  sufficient  fill  to  complete  all  casp  projects. 

This  method  onded  in  the  dozer  getting  stuck  and  having  to  go  Inside  the  cang>  and 
dig  down  in  an  attempt  to  get  sufficient  fill.  This  caused  tho  enmp  to  be  lower  and 
wottcr  than  was  desired  and  left  a  berm  around  tho  conq>  that  was  not  adequate 
during  flooding. 


(3)  A  crawler  mounted  crane  with  a  dragline  attachment  was  visualized 
aa  the  beat  piece  of  equipment  to  obtain  fill  from  obove,  at,  or  below  the  water's 
surf’ce  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  construct  the  desired  size  berms  and  fort¬ 
ification.  With  this  piece  of  equipment  a  small  piece  of  dry  ground  about  the  size 
of  the  canqi  Is  all  that  is  requlrod  and  tho  dragline  could  dredge  sufficaent  soils 
to  complete  construction  projects*  99  ^ . 

CoiwP’JoeiNiTttqi. 
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jiVQB»C  15  February  1968 

SU'SJECTi  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarter  binding  31  Jan  68  (U) 

OBSERVATIOE’f »  A  10  ton  crawler  mounted  crane  weighing  39*000  lbs 
and  positioiBd  at  a  staging  area  within  flying  range  of  a  CH-5U  helicopter  from 
tho  constmetion  site  can  bo  dismantled  by  skillod  mechanics*  lifted  to  the  site 
by  CE^  olrcraft  and  feasacmbled  with  hand  toais.  It. can  bo  opera'-  d  fr  a  dry 
land  or  on  wooden  pads  in  swanpy  areas  and  cfflclanfly  dredge  up  enough  mrterlals 
to  construct  an  efficient  Special  Forces  camp. 
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AVHGC>DST  (15  F«b  68)  m  Iikil  (O) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Beport  -  Lesaosa  Learned  for  Qaarterl7  Period  bidlag 
31  Jannarp  1968  (BCS  CSFaB-65)  (U)  (OIC  ihUJJUJi) 

HSAOQUAKEEBS,  UNITED  STAINS  ABMI  TIETNAH,  AFO  San  Flranoiaeo  96375  fi  MAR  is 

TO: fnmunrtir  in  Chief,  United  Statea  Ar^p,  Pacific,  ATTN:  <7GP-OT, 

APO  96558 

Aaaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Derelopaent,  Departaeob  of  the  Arwjt 
Waahinston,  D*  C.  20310 

U  Thia  headquartera  haa  revlawad  the  Oporatioual  Eaport-Leaacoa 
Learned  for  the  qoarterlp  period  ending  31  Jannarp  1968  fron  Headquartera, 

'',h  Special  Foroea  Group  (Airborne),  lat  Special  Forcea  (AAX6), 

2,  Correct  UIC  Nonber  VAA16AA. 

3*  Concur  with  report.  Beport  ia  eonaidered  adequate. 

4.  A  copp  of  thia  inderacMiit  will  be  fumiabed  to  the  reporting  unit 
through  channela. 

FOB  THE  COHMANCmt 


Copp  fumiabed: 
in  5tb  SFG  (Abo), 


Capifiiii.  A^'-C 

Assiaiani  Ailjulanl  General, 


1st  SF 


GPOP-DT  (15  Feb  68)  (U)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operetlonal  Report  of  HQ,  Sth  Special  Forces  Gp  (Abn)  for 
Period  Ending  31  January  1968,  RCS  CSFOR*6S  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Array,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  2  0  APR  19b® 

TO:  Aaaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Uaahlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

Thia  headquartera  haa  evaluated  aubject  report  and  forvardlng  Indorae- 
ment  and  concura  in  the  report  aa  indoraed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.l.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Aut  AG 


CON  FI  DCNTIAL 

STATISTICAL  DATA 


IC) 

Operations  > 

I 

II 

m 

IV 

CTZ 

CTZ 

CTZ 

CTZ 

a. 

Squad 

381*3 

273^ 

2lT7 

9l*5l 

b. 

Platoon 

1280 

21*63 

1060 

6618 

c.  ' 

Company  or  Larger 

181 

1582 

1*7U 

1386 

(C) 

Contacts  1 

a. 

Contacts  resulting  from  Friendly 

166 

350 

161* 

221* 

Offensive  Actions 

b. 

VC  attacks  on  installations  and 

87 

208 

191 

219 

convoys j 

c. 

Incidents  (booby  traps. 

mines. 

19 

1*0 

U5 

121 

assassinations,  etc.  }s 

(c) 

Confirioed  VC  Losses: 

a. 

KXA 

339 

752 

553 

397 

b. 

WIA 

61* 

30 

51: 

60 

c* 

cm 

32 

127 

9 

60 

d( 

ftiartorly  comparison  of  confirmed  VC  losses  country-vide : 

KIA 

CPTR 

1st  Quarter  6? 

1512 

w 

2d  Quarter  6? 

1931 

361 

3d  Quarter  6? 

162U 

291 

Isth  Quarter  6? 

SOttl 

255 

(c) 

DSASF  Losses: 

a. 

KIA 

7 

6 

11* 

K) 

b. 

WIA 

6 

71 

5U 

15 

c. 

MIA 

1 

0 

2 

2 

d. 

Quarterly  comparison  of  USASF  oasuaitios  country-wide  1 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st  Quarter  6? 

“So 

-1 

2d  Quarter  6? 

21: 

25 

2 

51 

3d  garter  6? 

16 

?? 

1 

109 

lith  Quartor  6? 

37 

li*6 

5 

188 

(c) 

VK5F  Losses: 

a. 

KIA 

0 

2 

2 

3 

b. 

WIA 

0 

8 

12 

6 

c. 

lOA 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Incl  2  to  5th  SFQA  ORLL  for  Quarter  Ending 
31  January  1968 


DCWNGRAIE  AT  3  IR  IKTERVAIS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  lE^lRS 
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STATISTIC/kL  DATA  (CONT'D) 


I 

II 

III 

IV  TOTAL 

CT3 

CTZ 

CTZ 

CTZ 

i  6.  (0 

CIDQ  Losses: 

i  a. 

KIA 

32 

128 

120 

11:1 

2:21 

1 

:  0. 
t 

WIA 

63 

2:01 

52:7 

22:3 

1252: 

c. 

i'ilA 

2 

0 

87 

15 

102: 

d. 

Quarterly  eoraparison  of  CIDQ  casualties 

country-wide : 

Kli. 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

Ist  Quarter  67 

325 

920 

"F3 

1322 

2d  Quarter  67 

ii36 

11:19 

131 

1986 

3d  Quarter  6? 

260 

1012 

28 

1300 

Uth  Quarter  6? 

li21 

1252: 

101: 

1779 

1  7.  (C) 

RF/PF  Losses: 

i 

1 

KIA 

11 

8 

16 

101 

136 

! 

WIA 

72 

5 

2:5 

22:9 

371 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

28 

28 

1 

Quarterly  ecmparison  of  RF/JF  casualties  country-wide; 

1 

EU 

WL'i 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1 

Ist  Quarter  67 

“5ir 

16L 

*7? 

5S7 

2d  Quarter  67 

101 

178 

26 

305 

3d  Quarter  67 

56 

167 

1 

222: 

lith  Quarter  67 

136 

371 

26 

535 

8.  (C) 

Vfeapons : 

a. 

Friendly  weapons  lost: 

11 

2:3 

173 

21:8 

2:75 

b. 

Eneny  Weapons  lost; 

158 

2:30 

72: 

139 

801 

! 


I 

I 

i 
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CONFlOENTIflU 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM! 

HEADQUARTERS 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORGES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE)  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96240 


AVGB-CT  7  Febuary  1968 

SUBJECT:  Quarterly  Combat  Development  Report 


TO:  See  Distribution 


Inclosed  is  a  summary  of  the  highlights  of  the  5th  SPGA  Combat 
Developments  Program  for  the  period  1  November  1967  -  31  January  1966, 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  Inel 

List  of  CD  Projects 

DISTRIBUTION 

A 


D.E.  BROCK 
MAJ  INF 
Adjutant 


REGRADE  UNCUS  WHEN  SEPARATED 
FROM  CUSSIFIED  INCLOSURE 


Into.  4  to  5th  SFGA  ORLL,  1  Nev  6?  Iw^ilL  Jan  68 
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COMBAT  DEVELOPHEOTS 
PROJECTS  CURRENTLY  UNDER  EVALUATION 


1.  (C)  Seven  mine  firing  3vd.tches,  KFS-Xl' were  received  by  the  5th  SPGA 
on  24  October  for  test  and  evaluation.  This  switch,  developed  due  to  a  request 
put  in  by  5th  SPGA  to  the  Limited  v.'arfare  Laboratories,  provides  a  lightweight, 
battery  potrered  device  that  will  detonate  any  explosive  devices  that  employ  the  K-6 
or  similar  electric  blasting  cap.  The  switch  consists  of  a  waterproof  case  with 
connectors  to  accomodate  the  firing  leads  to  10  explosive  devices,  which  may  be 
fired  individually,  in  selected  combinations,  or  all  in  salvo.  The  switches  have 
been  sent  to  all  the  CTZ's  for  evaluation  which  has  been  extended  through  January. 
This  item  appears  to  be  excellent  in  both  cajnj-)  dof onso  and  ambush  opdrations . 

2,  (c)  Mini-Grenade  System.  USALVfL  has  developed  a  series  of  miniaturized 
chemical  grenades.  These  are  small  lightweight  items  designed  to  supplement  the 
standard  chemical  munitions  and  to  enable  the  soldier  to  carry  a  greater  variety 
of  munitions  without  having  to  increase  the  weight  he  must  carry.  These  grenades 
are  built  into  a  small  aliaminum  container  similar  to  the  .can  3^m  film  is  packaged 
inj  measuring  1.2”  by  1,8”.  The  XM-166  white  smoke  is  being  received  on  a  month¬ 
ly  allocation  and  is  being  distributal  to  solectod  units  for  evaluation*  Tho 
XM-167  green  smoko,  XM-168  red  smoke,  XM-169  yellow  smoke  have  not  been  received 
yet,  but  will  be  available  in  the  future  for  evaluation*  Other  items  of  thiS 
system  xinder  development  are  a  white  phosphorous  and  a  thermite-incendiary  grenade, 

3.  (U)  Pcrtable  HP  Antenna  AN-3  for  PRC-64,  5th  SPGA  received  five  AN-3 
artenras  which  is  a  lightweight,  compact  highly  efficient  loop  antenna.  The 
external  tuning  and  matching  network  provided  will  cover  the  frequency  range 
from  2,0  mhz  to  8,5  mhz  thus  making  it  compatible  with  the  AN/PRC-64  radio,  and 
the  corresponding  range  of  other  HP  radios.  A  lightweight  mast  and  guides  are 
provided  for  use  when  trees  are  not  available  for  installation.  This  antenna 
duxdJig  CONUS  tests  in  mountainous  terrain  has  proven  to  work  at  ranges  in  excess 
of  200  miles  with  the  AN/PRC-64  radio.  The  antennas  were  .’.stributed  for 
testing  in  early  November  1967.  5th  SPGA  tes''  'esults  so  far  have  been  disappoint— 
Ing  as  no  positive  two  w^'  contact  has  yet  boon  completed,  Spoelfid  problems 

have  not  yet  been  identified. 

4,  (C)  Airboat  Communications  System.  The  interim  systan  developed  by  the 
5th  SPGA  Signal  Maintenance  Facility  using  the  AN/PRC-25  radio  and  additional 
modules  mounted  in  a  waterproof  ammunition  box  has  proven  relatively  satisfactory. 
An  ENSURE  request  that  had  been  submitted  to  USALWL  is  being  worked  on,  with  two 
sets  of  the  systems  becoming  available  after  15  January  1968,  This  system  will  use 
the  VRC-12  radio  transmitters  and  will  feature  CVC  helmets  with  the  built  in  head¬ 
set  and  microphone  for  the  operators.  In  addition  an  inquiry  .from  NASA  through 
MACSA  may  insult  in  efforts  to  further  refine  a  solution  to  this  problem, 

Inel  1  •fo  XiMCl  4  DOWNGRADE  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVATS 

DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
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5.  '-‘(C)  In  answer  to  numerous  requests  from  the  field  the  dreup  Si-p-iil 
Officer  has  developed  and  is  presentl.-  evaluating  a  sij.iple,  ceniinMis  signal 
Agent  Radio.  This  radio  is  intended  for  use  by  friendly  agents  in  villages 
near  CIDG  camps.  When  connected,  the  radio  emits  a  continous  audible  signal 
at  the  reciever  which  is  located  in  the  CIDG  camp.  The  receiver  is  equipped 
with  a  directional  antenna  to  determine  which  agent  radio  is  calling.  The 
CIDG  Camp  Commander,  by  establishing  a  simple  code  system  (e.g.  continous 
signal  means  VC  in  village),  can  extend  his  influence  further  and  react  more 
effectively  to  VC  threats  to  outlying  villages.  The  same  field  requests  have 
been  forwarded  through  ACTIV  for  formal  development, 

6.  (C)  Patrol  Seismic  Intrusion  Detector  (PSID).Thls  detector  is  a 
sensor  system  small  and  light  enough  (each  detector  weighs  8  ounces  and  is  the 
size  of  a  paper  back  book)  to  be  carried  by  a  patrol.  Each  system  contains 
four  detectors  and  one  monitor.  The  detector  is  sensitive  enough  to  detect 
footsteps  at  30  meters  and  capable  of  giving  alert  to  monitor  units  over  a 
distance  of  one  idle.  Three  PSID's  have  been  received  so  far  and  are  being 
evaluated  by  selected  units.  Seven  more  PSID's  are  due  in.  In  addition  two 
Seismic  Intrusion  Detectors  (SID),  a  larger  detector  with  greater  range  and 
more  sensors  are  beir^  evaluated  in  the  camp  defense  role. 

RECENTLY  COMPLETED  EVALUATIONS 

1,  (C)  Gunship  II  Project  (Super  Spooky),  The  5th  SPGA  assisted  the  US 
Air  Force  in  an  evaluation  program  of  the  Super  Spooky  aircraft.  This  aircraft 
is  a  modified  C-130  which  has  four  20mm  gatling  gun  cannons,  four  7.62nim  mini-gun 
syatemd,  an  improved  searchlight  for  both  infra-red  and  visible  ground  illumination 
and  electronic  target  acqtiisition  equipment,  which  gives  the  aircraft  an  all 
weather  capability.  The  Super  Spooty  not  only  carries  more  ammiinition  but  also 
has  the  ability  to  remain  over  the  target  fur  several  hours  longer  than  the  present 
C-i+7  type  Srxjoky.  The  5th  SFGA  pxirtion  of  the  evaluation  consisted  of  emplacing 
ground  radar  beacon  equipment  in  five  "A"  camps  in  II  CTZ.  This  equipment  gave 
the  aircraft  an  accurate  px)sition  location  on  the  ground,  thereby  permitting 
accurate  fire  support  in  any  weather,  day  or  right.  The  evaluation  was  suecoosfuUy 
completed  in  mid-December  and  the  Supier  Spooky  should  become  operational  in  the  near 
future . 

2,  (C)  Fianpiack  Personnel  Detector  (^^^’D) .  The  MPD  is  a  device  intened  to 
alert  the  operator  to  the  presence  of  concealed  humans  by  detecting  certain  human 
chemical  effluvia.  The  results  of  the  tests  conducted  on  the  groimd  determined 
that  in  the  manpacked  role  the  HTD  would  b8  of  very  limited  use  due  to  weight, 
battery  life,  and  changing  wind  direction.  However  the  devices  have  given  good 
results  when  modified  and  installed  on  helicojiters.  5th  SFGA  has  requested 
eight  modified  sets  for  helibome  use  which  will  be  available  on  request  through 
the  Group  S-2, 

3,  (C)  Number  4  Special  Buckshot,  XM-257  rounds  for  12  guage  shotgun  were 
received  in  August  1967  for  evaluation  and  sent  out  to  all  companies.  This  round 
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was  developed  when  a  reqtiirement  was  generated  for  a  special  shofegen  round  capable 
of  engaging  area  targets.  A  flechette  type  round  was  developed  and  extensively- 
tested,  however  it  was  found  that  a  Ilunber  4  buckshot  round  proved  to  be  superior 
to  the  flechette  round.  This  round  looks  like  any  standard  commercial  12  guage 
shell,  however  inwardly  it  differs  by  containing  hardened  buckshot  instead  of  soft 
comnercial  lead  shot;  by  having  voids  between  shot  filled  with  granulated  plastic 
and  bj'-  having  the  shot  column  inclosed  by  a  polj^ethylene  sleeve.  Shot  is  hardened 
and  cushioned  to  obtain  pattern  uniformity  and  decreased  dispersion  over  standard 
shotgun  shells.  Shot  liner  reduces  barrel  wear  and  maintains  shot  package  configur 
ation  during  bore  travel.  When  the  XM-257  is  fired  in  the  hand  cocked,  20  inch 
barrel,  riot  type  shotgun,  all  of  the  shot  pellets  will  be  in  a  40  inch  circle  at 
40  meters.  Evalua-tLon  v/as  completed  in  December.  The  round  v;as  found  to  be 
superior  to  the  standard  shotgun  round  l-ut  not  a  substitute  for  the  40mm  ceinnister 
round. 

4.  (C)  Panel  Illumination  Marker,  XM172  is  a  14  ‘X  20  inch  plastic  panel 

which  contains  a  chemiluminescent  compound  sealed  between  a  clear  plastic  top 
and  an  aluminum  foil  reflecting  surface.  V.'hen  the  compcumd  inside  is  exposed  to 
air  it  emits  a  blue-green  light.  It  has  been  tested  extensively  by  Project  Delta 
and  found  to  be  useful  in  extending  all  types  of  air-gr  und  operations  into  the 
hours  of  darkness.  One  drawback  is  the  strong  chemical  odor  emitted  by  the 
co.iiTOund  Inside*  Evaluation  reports  reflected  this  difficiency.  LSC  has  a 
limited  supply  of  these  panels  for  operational  use  by  interested  units, 

ITB^S  DUE  IN  FOR  TEST  hW  EVAI UATION  BY  5TH  SFGA 

1.  (C)  Position  Iferker,  PM-3.  The  PM-3  is  a  modification  of  the  PM-1 
previously  tested  hy  the  5th  SFXl'.,  which  has  had  the  smoke  payload  greatly  in¬ 
creased.  This  marker  system  is  an  expendable  smoke  simal  for  use  in  areas 
having  a  dense  Jurgle  canopy,  VJhen  the  signal  is  fired  the  signal  assembly 
penetrates  the  canopy  and  travels  to  an  altitude  of  300  feet,  A  parachute 
stabilizes  its  fall  back  into  the  canopy  where  two  grapnels  ejected  during 
flight  snag,  suspending  the  signal  so  the  smoke  is  -visible  to  aircraft.  This 
item  was  due  for  testing  in  Septmber  1967  however  it  has  not  yet  been  received, 

2.  (C)  40mm  Rapid  Fire  Grenade  Launcher  Systems,  The  5th  SPG/i  was 
originally  scheduled  to  receive  three  systems  of  the  rapid  fire  grenade  launcher: 

a.  Hand  cranked,  low  velocity. 

b.  Automatic,  low  velocity, 

c.  Automatic,  high  velocity. 

These  systems  all  fire  the  standard  high  explosive  40nim  grenade  as  used  with  the 
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M-79  grenade  laxuicher,  Hovrever  the  hand  cranked  low  velocity  system  was  fo\md  to 
be  faulty  and  has  been  eliminated.  This  has  held  up  final  development  and 
acceptance  of  the  other  two  systems,  but  the  5th  SPGA  is  still  scheduled  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  for  evaluation  when  they  become  available. 

3.  (C)  Anti-disturbance  PLring  Switch.  This  self  contained  firing 

switch,  about  the  size  of  a  pack  of  cigarettes  has  a  built  in  power  supply  and 
thrembler  device.  It  will  detonate  an  electric  cap  hooked  up  to  its  teamiinals 
when,  80  seconds'  after  the  actiiration  switch  is  turned  on,  the  device  is  dis¬ 
turbed  by  moving  or  turning  in  any  manner.  Once  the  switch  is  turned  on  the 
battery  is  good  for  90  days.  The  5th  SFGA  is  attempting  to  procure  these 
firing  devices  throuh  CISO  from  the  Navy  laboratories  where  they  were  developed 
for  the  S’^iyj.S.  Fifty  of  these  have  been  ordered,  delivery  date  is  unknown  at 
this  time. 

A.  (C)  Also  developed  by  the  Navy  Laboratory  is  a  lightweight  (mostly 
aluminum)  40mra  pump,  four  round  shotgun  which  fires  the  standard  40mm  high  ex¬ 
plosive  grenade.  A  few  of  these  will  be  a^^ailable  tp  5th  SPCiA  for  evaluation 
in  late  February. 


OTHER  ITEMS  OF  INTEREST 

li  (U)  A  six  pound,  eight  foot  pneumatic’  boat  was  shown  to  personnel  of 
the  SPOB  in  December  by  a  representative  of  MACSA,  This  lightweight  boat  folds 
into  an  eight  by  twelve  inch  roll  when  deflated.  One  man  can  inflate  the  boat 
in  six  minuter!  and  a.  sqnad  could  inflate  it  in  perhaps  one  minute.  The  boat 
appears  capable  of  supporting  a  full  squad  of  CIDG  in  river  crossing  with  their 
weapons  and  packs  inside  and  the  troops  holding  on  outside,  A  request  for  dev¬ 
elopment  and  evaluation  has  been  submitted  but  there  is  no  present  indication 
when  these  boats  will  be  available.  Four  similar  pneumatic  boats  deve3oped  by 
the  USALWL  will  be  available  for  evaluation  by  the  5th  SFGA  in  early  spring, 

2,  (U)  As  indicated  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Airboat  Intercom  System,  ■ 

requests  for  develojmient  requirements  have  been  received  from  the  National  Aero¬ 
nautics.  and  Space  Administration  (NASA).  Of  particular  interest  to  them  is  the 
adaptation  of  ultra  lightweight  electronics  for  use  in  RVII,  A  field  requirement 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  NASA  Liaison  Officer  for  an  ultra  lightweight  version 
of  the  ANyGRC-109  Radio,  The  requirement  stated  that  all  of  the  reliability  and 
operational'  flexibility  of  the  AF/GRC-109  must  be  retained  but  the  system  should 
be  reduced  in  weight  to  the  maximum  extent  possible. 
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SUBJECT  I  Employment  of  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group  and  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance  Projects  (U) 


TOi  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  (U)  General:  Thj^  letter  presents  this  conmand's  concept  for  the 
enploynent  of  ClDG  Forces  and  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Projects  In  sipport 
of  FWMAF  deployed  in  Vietnam,  the  command  relationship  which  should  be  es¬ 
tablished  to  effect  optimum  employment  of  assets,  and  the  methods  of  effecting 
coordination  and  liaison  between  conventional  units  and  supporting  assets  of 
this  ocmr.iand,  Uhlle  procedures  outlined  herein  may  appear  complex  and  time 
conBuming,  they  are  considered  to  be  the  only  means  of  effectively  coordinating 
operations  between  PIIAF,  CIDO  Forces  and  Long  P"  ge  Reconnaissance  Projects, 

2.  (C)  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group: 
a.  Background; 

(1)  The  CIDO  program  was  developed  to  provide  a  means  of  filling 
the  vacuum  existing  In  many  remot-t.  lu..’  \mderpopulated  areas  where  AHVN  units 
can  not  effectively  be  employed  ant  ■.  nlch  are  not  imder  government  control. 
Basically  the  oejips  deployed  mder  this  program  have  the  mission  of  border 
surveillance  and/or  interdiction  of  enemy  Infiltration  routes  and  conducting 
operations  af^ainst  enemy  base  areas.  Ancillary  missions  of  these  campe  are 
the  gathering  of  intelligence,  the  execution  of  Civic  Action  programs  and  the 
conduct  of  Psychological  Operatlaia, 

(2)  V^lthln  the  CIDG  program  there  are  basically  two  types  of 
forces  available  to  accomplish  the  rlssiun.  These  forces  are  c«jirp  strike 
forces  (CSF)  and  mobile  strike  forcju  (hfiF),  The  capabilities >  limitations, 
suitable  missions  and  most  effective  concept  of  enployment  of  each  force  will 
be  analysed  in  the  following  paragraphs, 

(3)  It  is  important  to  note  at  this  time  that  the  CIDO  dampe 
are  unde:  *  .ie  cormand  of  the  Vietnamese  Special  Forces  (VNSF).  The  USASF 
r>'  Bonnel  arc  present  as  advisors  only  and  do  not  cotmand  the  camps  or 

-  signed  personm.i. 
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SlB<ECTi  TOnploynent  of  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group  and  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance  Projects  (U) 

b*  Capabilities  and  Limitations t 

(1)  Capabilities:  Due  to  their  organization  and  indigenous 
background  the  Camp  Strike  Force  troops  have  certain  advantages.  These  are: 

(a)  Familiarity  with  tlie  areas  Being  locally  recruited 
they  arc  generally  very  familiar  with  the  local  terrain, 

(b)  Survivability:  Their  accustomed  standard  of  living 
permits  svtrvival  on  local  resources  with  less  supplemental  support  than  that 
required  by  conventional  units.  To  a  large  extent  they  can  live  off  the  land, 

(c)  Mobility:  Reflecting  para  b,  (1)  (b)  above,  they  are 
capable  of  travelling  with  lifter  loads,  '^^Fith  their  entire  TOE  they  are 
foot  mobile.  They  require  fewer  helicopters  pi'oportionally.  At  sea  level 

one  UH-ID  aircraft  can  transport  11  fixlly  armed  and  equipped  Camp  Strike  Force 
troops  with  a  two-hour  fuel  load. 

(d)  Language  and  ethnic  origin:  The  Camp  Strike  Force  has 
the  capability  to  gain  the  support  of  the  local  populace  to  a  greater  dc.gree 
than  ethnic  foreigiiers, 

(e)  Rapid  reaction;  Not  being  restricted  by  specific  de¬ 
fensive  missions  as  ARVN  units  are,  they  are  free  to  react  rapidly  to  changing 
situations.  This  is  enhanced  by  the  training  of  the  VNSF  commanders  and  the 
presence  of  U.S*  advisors  at  a  low  level,  rot  found  In  ARVN  units, 

(2)  Limitations:  As  with  any  military  force  the  Camp  Strike  Force 
has  certain  limitations  which,  of  necessity,  will  dictate  their  method  of  em¬ 
ployment,  These  limitations  will  vary  in  e^ent  from  Corpe  area  to  Corps  area 
due  to  the  difference  in  culture,  language,  education  and  motivation.  They  are  t 

(a)  Training  and  discipline:  The  Camp  Strike  Force  porsonnsl 
are  paramilitary  employees  recruited  fran  tl»  area  in  which  the  camp  is  located. 

The  relative  froedOT  with  which  they  can  tendnate  employment,  their  loss  of 
motivation  in  proportion  to  the  distance  employed  away  fran  their  "home"  area, 
and  corollary  tralnlarg  and  discipline  factors  limit  their  reliability  or  use 

in  corplex,  highly  sophisticated,  long  rongo,  or  long  term  operations, 

(b)  Fire  discipline:  The  Camp  Strike  Force  can  provide  a 
heavy  volume  of  fire  but  because  of  comunicatlon  and  training  limitations,  this 
fire  is  often  difficult  to  lift  or  shift.  Pivrther,  they  tend  to  react  to  eneny 
fixe  or  suspected  presence  by  uncontrolled,  premature,  and  undeslred  firej  dis¬ 
closing,  often  completely,  their  own  positions.  This  charaoterlstlo  coincidentally 
poses  special  hazards  in  chance  meetings  of  friendly  units, 
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SUBJECT*  En^Jloymsnt  of  Civilian  Irregtilsj  Defense  Groxsp  and  Long  Ran'^e 
Reconnaissance  Projects  (D) 

(o)  Phyaical  Unltatlonsi  The  Camp  Strike  Force  soldier  is 
not  generally  as  strong  ae  the  US  soldier.  As  a  result  his  endurance  is  limited. 
The  period  in  vrhich  ho  can  operate  effectively  on  long  term  operations  varies 
frou  approximately  five  days  in  17  CTZ  to  15  days  in  II  CTZ, 

(d)  Leadership:  The  •  leadership  capabilities  of  the  Cariip 
Strike  Force  leaders  varies  from  mediocre  to  good,  Li  no  case  does  it  approach 
the  standard  of  the  LB  units. 

(e)  Absence  of  supporting  weapons:  The  Camp  Strike  Force 
company  does  not  possess  the  heavy  fire  power  capability  of  the  normal  US  rifle 
company.  Seldom  are  more  than  one  6Chm  mortar  and  two  .30  caliber  machine 
guns  deployed.  There  are  three  M-79  grenade  launchers  or  57mm  recoilloss  rifles 
organic  to  their  TOE, 

(f )  Force  structure:  The  maximum  size  of  a  Camp  Strike  Force 
con^iany  is  132  personnel.  Normal  deployed  strength  Is  100  to  Il5  troops. 

(g)  Transportation:  The  Camp  Strike  Force  companies  have  no 
organic  transportation, 

c.  Missions  and  capabilities:  In  vievr  of  the  limitations  and  strengths 
of  tha  Camp  Strike  Force  companies  there  are  vory  definite  missions  whidi  they 
can  be  assigned  and  expected  to  execute  in  a  highly  effective  manner.  They  are: 

(1)  Blocking  missions:  In  view  of  their  ground  maneuverability 
they  are  capable  of  moving  into  relatively  inaccessible  areas  to  block  the 
withdrawal  of  enemy  elements. 

(2)  Screening  force:  For  the  same  oonsideration  as  in  (1)  above 
they  are  cblo  to  s croon  the  flanks  of  friendly  units  to  prevent  surprise  attacks, 
and  Blow  the  withdrawal  of  enemy  units  to  the  flank, 

(3)  Light  reconnaissance  in  force;  The  Camp  Strike  Forces  are 
ideally  suited  to  locate  eneny  forcee  for  destruction  by  a  conventional  force. 
Their  familiarity  with  the  area  and  their  ability  to  associato  with  the  local 
populace  enhances  this  capability.  They  have  only  a  limited  capability  to  fix 
the  enemy  for  destruction  by  a  conventloixal  force,  but  if  assured  of  a  reaction 
force,  they  wjJJ.  usually  attempt  to  accomplish  this  mission, 

(U)  Search  and  destroy:  The  Canp  Strike  Force  has  the  capability 
of  searching  out  and  destreying  small  enemy  units  of  compary  and  smaller  size, 
larger  forces  they  can  not  normally  destroy  without  assistance  from  conventional 
forces,  to  include  air  and  artillery  support, 

(5)  Reconnoiter  and  secure  LZ/T)Z  for  larger  more  heavily  amed 

units. 
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StffiJECTi  Emplcfyiaent  of  Givi  Han  Zxregular  Defense  Group  and  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance  Projects  (0) 

(6)  Combat  operations  against  local  VC  and  VC  infrastructure  to 
Include  control  ovsr  indigenous  personnel  when  sudi  action  is  necessary, 

d.  Camp  Stri!®  Force  Concept  of  Employment: 

(1)  The  Camp  Strilce  Force  should  be  employed  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  their  capabilities ,  and  assigned  missions  which  they  can  normally  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  perform  satisfactorily.  These  missions  should  consider  thoir  fighting 
abilities ;  best  exploit  their  knowledge  of  the  area  and  exploit  their  maneuver¬ 
ability.  Mj.sslons  which  they  are  not  considered  suited  for  include^  but  are 
not  limited  toj  the  following: 

(a)  Perimeter  security:  Due  to  their  lack  of  supporting 
weapons  and  poor  fire  disniplino  they  are  not  considered  suitable  for  defensive 
mlssioTiS. 


(b)  Guides  to  individual  units:  Fi*agmentatlon  of  the  Camp 
Strlks  Force  into  sinall  groups  for  use  as  guides,  isolates  them  from  their 
normal  leadership  and  requires  them  to  exercise  a  degree  of  initiative  which 
they  do  not  possess.  They  are  not  currently  motivated  to  exercise  this  mission. 
A  Camp  Stril®  Force  company  with  CBASF  advisors  is  the  smallest  unit  which  can 
perform  this  mission  satisfactorily. 

(c)  Use  as  a  reserve/reaction  force:  Their  limitationa 
preclude  their  employment  in  this  manner  with  any  reasonable  assurance  of  s recess. 

(2)  The  Camp  Strike  Force  units  should  never  be  fragmented.  This 
separates  them  from  their  VNSF  commanders  and  IBASP  advisors  and  negates  their 
entire  training  which  has  been  centered  around  their  employment  as  a  cohesive 
unit. 


(3)  Communications  from  the  Cajip  Strike  Force  to  the  supported 
unit  will  have  to  be  through  the  USASF  advisor.  Accordingly,  two  advisors 
will  of  necessity,  have  to  accompany  each  maneuver  element, 

(U)  Transportation  and  fire  support  will  have  to  be  provided  by 
the  supported  unit  through  the  USASF  advisor. 

e.  Liaison  between  Special  Forces  and  conventional  units: 

(1)  The  Senior  Advisor  in  each  Corps  is  advised  by  the  Special 
Forces  ooepemy  oomiiander  on  the  en^loynent  of  Special  Forces  assets  within  the 
Cozps  Tactical  Zene. 

(2)  ^hen  the  area  of  Interest  of  a  major  tactlcfd  ooimnander 
(Division  or  Separate  Brigade)  encompasses  all,  or  a  portion  of  a  CIDG  Camp's 
lAOR  the  "B"  detachment  or  USASF  company  exorcising  auivlsory  control  over  that 
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CIDO  oanp  vlll  provlds  a  Liaison  Officer  to  the  Dlvlslon^epcrate  Brigade, 

This  Individual  will  bo  a  Major  or  senior  Captain  with  considerable  Special 
Faroes  axperlanoe.  His  duties  will  be  as  foUot’Ts: 

(a)  Advise  the  Division/Separate  Brigade  comnander  and  staff 
on  the  oapabilltieSf  Unitations  and  techniques  of  employment  of  the  Csr^ 

Strlho  Force,  -  < 


(b)  Assist  the  Dlvision/Seperate  Brigade  commander  and  staff 
in  the  preparation  of  plans  and  orders  for  the  employment  of  Caiqp  Strike  Forces 
and  other  Special  Forces  assets  in  support  of  conventional  units, 

(o)  During  the  conduct  of  operations  bo  phyaically  located 
with  the  oommand  and  control  element  to  advise  the  comnander  and  his  staff  In 
changes  in  employment,  exploitation  of  contacts,  and  to  provide  close  and  con¬ 
tinuous  liaison  and  coordination  between  the  conventional  forces  and  the  Special 
Forces  elements  operating  In  support, 

(d)  Provide  fire  support  coordination  between  the  deployed 
Camp  Strike  Force  elements  and  the  conventional  fire  support  elements, 

(e)  Insure  that  the  operations  of  the  pertinent  CDXl  camps 
are  providing  the  sv^iport  envisioned  by  the  Division/Separate  Brigade  commander, 

(f )  Keep  the  "A"  detachment,  "B"  detachment  and  company 
cfflnmanders  abreast  of  the  overall  tactical  situation,  operational  requirements 
and  f\itvir6  plans  of  the  US  forces, 

(g )  Coordinate  closely  rrlth  tho  Ua'iSF  company  commander  to 
gain  information  required  by  the  Dlvision/feeparate  brigade  commander  cn  mobile 
gueirlUa  force  operations  conducted  within  their  area  of  interest  and  methods 
of  employing  these  assets  when  available, 

f ,  Conrvand  relations  ? 

(1)  As  stated  above,  when  the  aroa  of  interest  of  a  conventional 
commander  encompasses  all  or  a  portion  of  the  TAOR  of  a  CIDO  camp,  liaison  xvill 
be  provided  to  that  command.  At  this  stage  there  will  be  no  command  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  forces,  but  rather  a  flow  of  information  to  the  commander  and 
his  staff  on  friendly  and  enemy  activity,  area  analysis  and  other  specific 
items  deemed  nooessary. 

(2)  At  such  time  as  the  AO  o'  tho  conventional  force  encompasses 
all  or  a  portion  of  tho  TAOR  of  the  CIDO  cajup,  the  specific  role  that  the  Camp 
Strite  Force  is  to  play  in  the  future  operations  in  that  area  will  have  to  be 
determined.  Their  specific  method  of  employment  will  have  to  be  cooidlnated 
with,  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Vietnamese  Corps  commander.  If  at  this  tjjtie  it 
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is  determined  that  tho  Camp  Strike  Forces  frcm  that  ceunp  will  actively  perticipo.te 
in  coordinated  operations  with  the  Divlsion/Seperate  Brigade  then  they  v'ill  be 
placed  under  the  OPCON  of  tho  conventional  force.  However,  if  it  Is  determined 
that  tho  Camp  Strilce  Forces  will  only  conduct  separate  supporting  operations 
disassociated  from  tho  conventional  force  then  the  two  forces  will  bo  con¬ 
sidered  to  bo  in  a  mutual  support  role.  Jh  any  case  it  is  ossontJal  that  tho 
Corps  comraandor  agree  to  and  direct  the  overall  concept  of  employment. 

(3)  It  is  then  necessary  that  the  Corps  commander  task  the 
Vietnamese  Special  Forces  "C"  detachment  conmander  with  the  respons.tbility  of 
making  the  speclfio  camp  available  to  execute  missions  within  the  overall 
concept  of  operations. 

(li)  Responsibility  for  coordinating  the  employment  of  tho  Camp 
Strike  Forces  with  the  conventional  unit  commander  will  bo  delegated  to  the 
Vietnamese  and  USi\SF  "B"  detadunent  comnanders.  Specific  missions  will  be 
transmitted  by  the  US  major  imit  connander  through  the  Liaison  Officer  and  the 
US  "B"  detachment  commander.  Ho  will  then  effect  liaison  with,  and  gain  cen- 
currence  of  his  counterpart. 

(5)  The  Vietnamese  and  USASF  "B"  detachment  coitmanders  will  then 
inform  their  respective  subordinates  in  the  ClDG  can^  of  the  misslcn  roq\rLrement 
and  implementing  instivetions, 

(6)  It  is  essential  that  maximum  coordination  and  planning 
consistent  with  the  situation  be  effected  prior  to  the  execution  of  all  missions. 
The  Vietnamese  at  all  levels  must  concur  In  tho  concept  of  operations  and  tasks 
to  be  assigned  to  the  camps.  The  Camp  Striloo  Forces  will  operate  only  under 

the  connand  of  the  Vletnamsse  Special  Forcc.s  chaln-of-comnand.  The  US.'ISF  ad¬ 
visors  will  accon?)aliy  the  force  and  coordinate  operations  with  the  TJB  forces, 
however,  thoy  are  uhable  to  oxorcisc  co:ricnd, 

3.  (C)  Mobile  Strike  Force* 

a.  Background*  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  is  organised  as  c  multi-purpose 
reaction  forco  to  be  located  in  each  Corps  area  and  the  SFOB  which  is  responsive 
to  the  needs  of  US  Special  Forces  company  commander  and  his  VNSF  counterpart. 

The  mission  of  this  force  is  to  constitute  a  Corps  reserve;  conduct  raids, 
ambushes  and  oombat  patrols;  reinforce  ClDG  camps  under  construction  or  attack; 
search  and  seizure  opera tiaisj  and  the  conduct  of  small  scale  conventional  coni? at 
operations  to  Inclxide  airborne  operations.  An  additional  mission  which  this 
force  is  capable  of  is  the  conduct  of  mobile  guerrilla  operations  into  certain 
areas  of  South  Vietnam  in  which  tiie  VC  enjoy  sanct\iarles  and  freedom  of  movemont. 
The  execution  of  this  mission  denies  the  VC  the  use  of  these  favored  routes  and 
base  areas.  I-Jhlle  the  number  of  Mobile  Strike  Farce  companies  may  vary  from 
Corps  area  to  Corps  area  the  number  of  mobile  guerrilla  missions  which  can 
be  adequately  supported  concurrently  within  a  Corps  area, should  not  exceed  two. 
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b*  Capabilities  and  Limitations t 

(1)  Because  of  their  organization,  background,  and  mission  the 
Mobile  Strike  Force  troops  have  certain  ad^TJitages  that  differ  fron  those  of 
the  Camp  Strike  Force  troops.  These  arei 

(a)  Rapid  reaction:  Tho  Mobile  Strike  Force  rapid  reaction 
capability  is  even  Greater  than  that  of  the  Comp  Strike  Force  in  that  they  are 
not  restricted  by  having  to  provide  main  force  elements  in  camp  defense, 

(b)  The  tum-ovar  rate  for  personnel  is  lower  due  to  the 
higher  wages  and  osprit-de-corps  gonarally  found  in  the  Mobile  Strlloe  Force. 

(o)  Tho  Mobile  Strike  Force  is  an  airborne  unit  which  en¬ 
hances  the  means  for  employment  under  adverse  end  short  reaction  time  conditions. 

(d)  Because  of  the  size  and  general  operational  commitments 
of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  a  better  and  more  comprehensive  training  program  is 
conducted  which  increases  the  professionalism  of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force. 

(e)  A  higher  quality  of  leadership  exists  among  the  In¬ 
digenous  personnol  duo  to  the  hl^er  wages  and  other  incentives. 

(f)  When  conducting  a  mobile  guerrilla  mission  the  Mobile 
Strike  Force  is  expected  to  operate  aa,  an  Independent  \mit  with  no  mutual 
support  for  a  period  iq)  to  thirty  days. 

(2)  Limitations!  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Mobile  Strike  Force 
represents  the  entire  Corps  area  some  short  comings  must  be  realized.  These  are: 

(a)  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  will  not  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  tho  area  of  operations  and  the  iieople  within  the  specific  area 
of  operation. 
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(b)  3h  some  cases,  langfuage  and  ethnic  origin  will  be  en¬ 
tirely  different  and  will  create  local  frictions,  particularly  between  Mobile 
StidJke  Force  and  Camp  Strike  Force  personnel, 

(o)  The  logistical  supply  lines  must  of  necessity  be  much 
longer  in  order  to  provide  adequate  resupply.  This  requires  the  use  of  aviation 
to  a  much  greater  extent.  For  exan5>l8,  all  resupply  during  a  mobile  guerrilla 
mission  must  be  made  by  air. 

(d)  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  is  not  organised  as  a  battalion, 
brut  as  separate  oonqenlss. 

0.  Missions  and  Oapablllties  i 
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SUBJECT:  Employment  of  Civilian  Irregtilar  Defense  Group  and  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance  Projects  (U) 

(1)  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  is  the  Special  Forces  compary 
commanders  reserve.  By  being  located  centrally  in  respect  to  the  Corps,  the 
Mobile  Strike  Force  can  be  deployed  by  air  rapidly  enough  to  Influence  the 
outoone  or  further  develop  the  situation  of  a  major  engagement  by  the  Can?) 
Strike  Force. 


(2)  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  is  ideally  suited  to  condtujt  raids, 
ambushes  and  combat  patrols  because  of  its  aJirbome  capability  and  greater 
degree  of  training, 

(3)  By  utilizing  Mobile  Strike  Force  troops  to  conduct  combat 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  new  camp  construction  sites  more  Camp  Strike 
Force  personnel  can  be  diverted  from  security  to  construction  tasks. 

(U)  Bocause  of  the  higher  state  of  training  and  professiojialism 
the  Mobilo  Strike  Force  is  able  to  pcrfoim  more  conventional  combat  missions 
on  a  limited  scale  to  include  coordinated  joint  US/Moblle  Strike  Force  operations, 

(5)  VC/llVA  base  camps  located  during  mobilo  guerrilla  missions  are 
carefully  observed  and  either  raided  or  harassed  as  warranted  by  the  sitmtlon. 
Lines  of  communications  are  cut  by  raids  and  anfcushos  and  Interdicted  by  mines 
and  booby  traps,  Eneny  supply  caches  are  located  and  eliminated.  Air  strikes 
aro  directed  and  assessed, 

d.  Concept  of  Emplciyment: 

(1)  To  facilitate  rapid  reaction  and  minimum  delay,  each  of 

the  USASF  company  commanders  and  the  VNSF  "C  detachment  comnanders  can  deploy 
the  Mobile  Strike  Forces  in  their  Corps  area  without  the  prior  approval  of  CO, 

5th  SFGA,  and  CO,  VNSF. 

(2)  CO,  5th  SFGA  and  CG,  VIBF  or  their  designated  representatives 
reserve  the  right  to  deploy  the  Mobile  Strilse  Force  from  one  Corpe  area  to 
another  on  any  type  of  mission, 

(3)  Tho  SFOB  Mobile  Strike  Forco  companies  will  be  under  control 
of  Detachment  A-503  as  well  as  a  VNSF  "A”  detachment  (minus).  The  decision  to 
deploy  tlK  Mobile  Strike  Force  at  Nha  Trang  is  at  the  discretion  of  00,  5th  SFGA, 
and  CO,  VNSF  or  their  designated  representatives, 

(U)  Normally  each  Special  Forces  comparv  will  utilize  its  Mobile 
Strike  Force  as  its  Corps  reserve. 

(5)  The  employment  of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  on  a  mobile  guerrilla 
mission  Is  designed  as  an  economy  of  force  effort,  intended  to  be  projected  into 
remote,  isolated  areas  not  under  ARVN  or  FWM^F  control  or  surveillance.  The 
force  is  infiltrated  into  its  assigned  tactical  area  of  operations  by  the  most 
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unobtrusive  means  available ,  Upon  arrl'’r.l  into  its  area  the  Mobile  Strilca 
Force  bocomes  a  true  guerrilla  force  in  overy  respect  except  that  of  living 
solely  off  the  land.  Any  action  that  would  disclose  the  location  or  presence 
of  the  MobiJLe  Strike  Force  to  include  medical  evacuation  of  personnel  oust  be 
carefully  executed  with  proper  deceptive  mcasiiros  taken. 

e«  Liaison:  The  liaison  necessary  for  coordination  and  control  of 
the  Mobile  SfcriJ®  Force  in  relation  to  US  and  Viotnarnese  Forces  is  essontially 
the  sane  as  exists  for  the  Camp  Strike  Force  except  that  the  responsible 
ooordlna.tion  headquarters  is  always  the  company  vrhich  is  located  in  the  Corps 
area  operation.  For  a  mobile  guerrilla  mission.,  the  Mobile  Strito  Force 
requi*  j  complete  freedom  of  action  within  a  specified  area  of  operations  5ji 
order  to  achieve  success.  For  this  reason,  once  rn  area  of  operations  is 
designated  for  tho  conduct  of  a  mobile  guerrilla  mission,  the  Mobile  Strike 
Force  must  be  assif^ed  complete  control  of  that  area  to  include  control  of 
air  support. 

f .  Cotiinand  Relations :  Command  and  control  of  the  Mobile  Strl.ke  Force 
is  executed  through  a  Joint  command  between  the  VNSFABASF.  Either  the  VNSF 
"C"  detachment  canmander  or  the  USASF  company  cominander  fo  each  Corps  Mobile 
Strike  Force  and  either  the  CG,  VHSF  or  00,  5th  SFGA  for  SFuB  Mobile  Strike 
Force  can  employ  the  Mobile  Strike  Forces  at  their  disposal.  Upon  assignment, 
training  and  evaluation,  the  VNSF  will  eventually  take  full  command  of  the 
Mobile  Strike  Force  companies  with  the  USASF  reverting  to  an  advisory  role. 

U.  (c)  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Projects: 

a.  Long  range  reconnaissance  projects  wore  developed  to  consolidate 
assets  within  VNSF,  .IHVN,  and  USASF  to  form  a  highly  mobile  reconnaissance 
force  witp  an  organic  reaction  force. 

b,  Ce-pc-bilities  and  Limitations: 

(1 )  Capab ilitles ; 

(a)  Confirm  VC  units,  instalilations  and  activity  for 
subsequent  exploitation. 

(b)  Teams  can  remain  in  the  area  for  long  periods  >ri.th 
mlniimim  outside  support. 

(c)  Teams  can  destroy  small  targets, 

(2)  Limitations; 

(a)  Authorization  for  omplcymant  must  be  approved  by 
multiple  channels  and  th3refore  requires  considerable  lead  tiroe,  VTxen 
approved,  eir^loyment  is  rapid. 
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1.  (U)  A-34^.  Reading  Room 

During  November  1967>  Detachment  A-342  initiated  a  project  that  v;o’.ild  keep 
the  population  in  Don  Luan  District  up-to-date  on  the  current  agrioultural 
methods  and  policies  and  programs  that  the  government  presently  has  set  up. 
This  project  was  the  creation  of  a  reading  room  in  the  District  VIS  office. 
Requests  for  newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals  were  sent  through 
the  "B"  Detachment  to  the  Province  JUSPAO  Representative.  Magazines  and 
nev/spapers  were  then  sent  directly  to  the  detachment.  Due  to  interest  in 
US  magazines  shown  by  the  VIS  Chief  at  the  district,  the  detachment  has 
also  been  supplying  the  reading  room  with  American  periodicals  and  new  papers. 
Although  the  greatest  majority  of  people  of  Dong  Xoai  do  not  read  or  under¬ 
stand  English,  their  interest  in  American  magazines  indicates  that  they  are 
longing  for  nev;s  of  iho  world.  Efforts  are  currently  being  made  to  ensure 
i-hat  the  Province  VIS  Office  continues  to  send  periodicals  and  magazines  to 
the  District  so  as  to  keep  this  worthwhile  project  going. 

2.  (U)  A -301,  Market  Place  Construction 

The  most  significant  project  conducted  by  the  12  man  CA/PO  school  trained 
team  at  Detachment  A-301  has  been  the  construction  of  a  market  place  to 
improve  the  economy  of  the  adjacent  tillages.  Construction  began  on  3  Sep¬ 
tember  after  tho  CA/PO  officer  and  his  \EJSF  S3  counterpart  had  conferred 
with  the  local  hamlet  chiefs  and  decided  on  the  type  of  structure  which 
wt;uld  best  accomodate  the  various  vendors,  Itwa*  decided  that  an  open-type 
market  was  most  suitable,  providing  it  haii  a  cement  floor  and  roofing. 

V/ith  the  help  of  CIDG  recruits,  local  townspeople,  and  the  locally  hired 
carpenters,  work  progressed  rapidly,  and  by  10  October  the  framework  was  in 
place.  The  roof  v.-as  then  laid,  utilizing  tin  sheets  provided  by  Company  A, 
and  the  cement  floor  was  begun.  By  4  November,  the  market  place  was  95^ 
complete,  with  the  exception  of  a  brick  entrance  way  v/hich  was  finished  on 
(■  I'ovember.  Dedication  ceremonies  were  held  on  8  Nov,  with  th  CO  DET  B-32, 
and  the  Province  Chief  as  honored  guests.  Total  cost  for  the  market  was 
18, 500$VN,  most  of  which  was  used  to  buy  brick  and  pay  ttte  carpenter's 
salarlos.  Lumber  and  cement  were  furnished  by  Det  A-301,  and  tin  roofing 
by  Company  A, 

3.  (U)  A -10 9.  A  Road  is  Opened 

A  very  successful  project  has  been  compj.eted  vdth  the  efforts  of  the  Vt'SF 
and  the  USASF.  This  project  was  not  a  military  victory  but  an  economic 

victory  for  the  people.  The  small  district  town  of  Thuong  Due  has  been  cut 

off,  except  by  air,  from  the  rest  of  the  country  for  over  eight  years.  To 

aid  the  people  of  this  area,  a  major  road  opening  project  was  started. 

Highway  14  extends  west  from  Danang  to  Thuong  Due  and  had  been  cut  in  many 
places  plus  three  bridges  were  destroyed.  As  the  project  was  started,  the 
road  was  filled  in  and  repaired.  Then  security  was  provided  and  the  bridges. 
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rebuilt.  But  the  enemy  was  also  active.  Just  as  it  looked  like  the  road 
would  be  opened,  the  enemy  struck  back.  One  of  the  bridges  that  was  rebuilt 
was  again  destroyed.  To  react  to  this,  the  men  of  Co  C,  5th  SFG  started 
to  gather  supplies  to  reftuild  the  bridge.  Plans  were  made  with  the  TOSF  to 
put  security  on  two  of  the  bridges  by  using  our  camp  strike  force  soldiers, 

A  Marine  outpost  took  over  *he  security  of  the  third  bridge.  On  9  Jarmary 
1968,  a  convoy  was  organized  for  the«  opening  of  the  road.  The  mission  of 
the  conwoy  was  to  diow  the  people  that  the  ro4d  and  4  link  to  the  rest  of 
the  country  was  open.  The  convoy  was  ah  int«  <'1  ntcd  V  r.tui  j  botwaun  thp 
VNSF  and  Co  C,  5th  SFG,  The  commanders  and  civic  action  officers  of  both 
commands  were  part  of  the  convoy.  The  trucks  were  decorated  with  flags  and 
signs  saying  that  the  road  was  open.  A  load  of  rice  was  carried  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  for  a  government  rice  sale.  A  loudspeaker  team  from  the  7th  Psy  Ops 
Bn.  was  also  part  of  the  convoy.  They  played  music,  passed  'ut  leaflets, 
asked  the  people  to  help  in  keeping  the  road  open  and  work  together  with  the 
government.  In  the  hamlets  and  villages  along  the  way,  the  people  crowded 
the  road  to  see  the  convoy.  As  the  convoy  entered  the  district  town,  CBS 
news  was  on  hand  to  capture  the  event  for  the  rest  of  the  world.  A  VNSF  Drama 
Team  provided  entertainment  for  the  people,  A  VI SF  and  USASF  HEDCAi  was 
set  up  in  the  town  to  help  the  sick  people  of  the  area.  The  road  was  open^ 
the  government  was  overcoming  its  problem  and  was  working  for  the  future. 

A,  (U)  A-343  School  Construction 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  CA/PO  Officer  of  Detachment  A-3A3^  a  school 
for  the  Montagnard  Hamlet  of  Bu  Fgoi  in  Due  Phong  District  v;as  completed 
on  14  December  1967.  The  school  will  accommodate  approximately  sixty  stvi"* 
dents  of  the  elementary  age.  This  is  the  second  school  that  has  been  built 
in  Due  Phong  for  the  Montagnards  within  the  past  three  months.  The  school 
consists  of  two  classrooms  and  office  for  the  shcooLnaster.  Each  classroom 
is  eqvdpped  with  twelve  long  desks,  blackboard,  teacher's  kit  and  student 
school  kits.  The  school  was  o^qpoetdd  to  be  cporational  by  1  January.  1968. 
Although  skilled  carpenters  and  masons  were  hired  to  construct  the  building, 
the  people  of  Bu  Ngoi  did  whatever  th^  could  to  expedite  the  consti.'uction. 
This  interest  in  the  school  indicates  that  the  Montegnards  desires  to  have 
his  children  educated.  The  children  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  opening  of 
their  new  school. 

5.  (U)  A-332  Construction  of  a  Dispensary 

In  the  village  of  Hinh  Hoa,  Det  A-332  has  enjoyed  a  tremendous  success  in 
the  CA/ro  program  initiated  there  in  November,  As  in  any  other  area  of  Viet¬ 
nam,  the  program  has  not  been  completely  successful  according  to  current 
guidelines  and  directives  because  of  certain  difficulties  encountered.  Our 
major  problem  has  been  the  nonavailability  of  male  population  support  in 
the  projects,  as  all  able  bodied  men  and  many  women  are  emploj'-ed  by  the 
rubber  plantation  adjoining  the  village.  This  problem  has  been  ^offset  by 
a  training  program  for  the  younger  generation,  CIDG  labor,  and  the  hiring 
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of  civilian  carpenters.  The  village  has  a  population  of  2,200  including 
all  ages.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  SF  camp  here,  the  only  dis¬ 
pensary  in  the  village  v/as  French  sponsored,  inadequately  staffed  and 
supplied  and  pave  the  people  poor  medical  attention.  The  population  was 
hesitant  to  visit  the  facility;  therefore*  an  almost  epidemic  stage  of 
various  diseases  were  inherent  theoughout  the  village  when  the  SF  program 
was  initiated.  An  adequate  medical  facility  was  built  in  December  and  was 
initially  staffed  by  an  SF  medic  holding  sick  call  daily.  At  first,  the 
people  were  reluctant  to  participate  in  the  program,  primarily  because  of 
previou.i  experience  vdth  the  other  dispensary  and  local  medical  beliefs. 

The  program  slowly  develorK'd  as  the  villagers  grew  accustomed  to  proper 
medical  treatment  and  learned  from  their  families,  friends* and  neighbors 
of  the  excellent  service.  During  the  initial  phase  of  the  operation,  the 
Detachment  Medical  personnel  began  a  training  program  for  two  young  girls 
from  the  village.  Upon  completion  of  the  training  program,  the  girls  were 
hired  by  the  camp  ris  local  health  workers;  one  in  the  dispensary  of  the  dew 
tachnont  and  the  other  in  the  village  dispensary.  It  was  soon  determined 
that  the  girls  were  capable  of  working  on  their  own  except  in  complicated 
diseases  and  minor  surgery.  The  camp  nurse  now  holds  sick  call  with  mini¬ 
mum  assistance  from  USASF  personnel.  The  dispensary  treaks  an  average  of 
1,200  patients  per  month.  The  village  nurse  has  assumed  complete  responsi¬ 
bility  for  outpatient  care  and  is  treating  an  average  of  2,000  patients  per 
month.  This  number  is  continvdng  to  3*ise,  not  because  there  is  more  illness 
but  because  the  population  trusts  the  treatment  and. can  sec  the  benefits 
derived.  Trofossional  advice  and  medical  supplies  are  furnished  by  the 
detachment  (GVN  offers  no  assistance  in  this  program  nor  any  other  medical 
progress  in  the  village).  Soon  after  the  employment  of  the  first  two 
trained  nurses,  other  young  men  and  v/omen  became  intere.sted  in  medicine 
and  1‘cquested  to  bo  trained  on  a  voluntary  basis  so  they  could  d'i  their 
part  to  help  the  village.  One  father  came  and  offered  to  pay  for  the  train¬ 
ing  his  daufjU'  Two  hours  a  day  were  allocated  for  one  of  the  de* 

tachment'  modlcs  and  the  camp  nurse  to  conduct  formal  training  for  the  stu¬ 
dents.  After  throe  months  of  training  they  were  given  a  compi'ehensivc 
examination  prepared  and  a.dministered  by  our  senior  medic.  The  results 
were  outstanding.  Three  of  the  latter  students  requested  to  go  to  Bien 
Hoa  to  v'ork  in  the  CIDG  Hospital  for  further  training  and  more  technical 
knowledge.  This  detachment  currently  has  a  backlog  of  applicants  for  the 
medical  course  and  plans  to  start  a  new  class  in  tl-ie  ne£.r  future  with  as 
many  students  as  the  operational  comniitments  permit.  The  program  has 
gained  the  comradeship  of  many  of  the  villagers,  and  they  will  participate 
freely  in  preventive  medicine  programs  as  they  see  the  young  people  of  the 
village  enthusiastically  engaged  in  this  program. 

6.  (U)  Lang  Vei  Refugee  Story;  25-27  January  68 

On  23  Jar^the  District  town  of  Khe  Sanh  w's  evacuated  due  to  enemy  pres¬ 
sure.  The  tactical  situation  was  such  that  it  looked  like  a  major  battle 
was  soon  to  start.  Around  the  Marine  base  of  Khe  Sanh  and  the  Special 


Forces  camp  at  Lang  Vei,  the  enemy  was  reportedly  building  up.  The  en«ny 
was  burning  down  vllla.j;es  and  others  were  being  abandoned  for  fear  of  the 
enemy.  On  25  Jan,  from  every  direction,  a  stream  of  refugees  were  pouring 
into  the  area  arourd  Lang  Vei.  The  men  at  Lang  Vei  reacted  by  sending 
situation  reports  to  the  S-5  of  Company  C,  ^th  SFG  at  Da  Nang.  They  asked 
for  immediate  aid  for  and  evacuation  of  the' refugees.  Due  to  the  lack  of 
aircraft  and  the  enemy  situation,  evacuation  vns  impossible.  All  day  the 
people  continued  to  move  to  the  only  safe  area  they  knew  of.  Surely  the 
men  of  Lang  Vei  would  help.  For  if  they  didn't,  all  would  be  lost. 

There  was  no  place  to  go«  The  p  ople  had  carried  all  of  their  possessions 
that  they  could.  Many  had  walked  for  miles  through  the  jungle  covered 
hillsides  to  seek  safety,  ^y  the  morning  of  the  26th,  over  7000  people 
had  moved  into  the  area  just  northeast  of  the  camp.  Two  villages  with  a 
normal  population  of  1039  had  grown  to  over  8,800  people.  The  situation 
looked  very  bad.  The  S-5  section  at  Da  Nang  was  working  with  CORDS  and 
IIIMAF  to  bring  all  available  aid  to  the  refugees.  By  1300  hours  on  the 
26th,  the  start  of  a  massive  airdrop  was  in  progress.  On  the  LZ,  the  people 
savf  with  their  own  eyes  the  results  of  our  forces  coming  to  their  aid. 

When  the  day  ended  18,000  pounds  of  rice,  54^000  PRI  rations,  2200  pounds 
of  salt,  250  pounds  of  powdered  milk,  and  4»000  paper  blankets  had  been 
dropped  to  the  refugees.  When  the  enemy  turns  h-is  viciousness  on  the  people 
he  again  proves  to  those  he  seeks  to  control  that  he  has  no  plans  for  their 
welfare « 

7.  (U)  Group  S-5  Airborne  Elephants 

One  of  the  major  Civic  Action  programs  undertaken  was  the  movement  of  four 
full-grown  elephants  from  Ban  Me  Thuot  to  the  ”A”  detachment  at  Tra  Bong 
and  Kham  Due,  When  the  idea  was  first  conceived,  the  ent.re  operation  ap- 
poarQd.nxtromoly  oapy.  All  we  had  to  do  wasj  buy  the  animals,  load  them  on 
trucks,  haul  them  overland  to  Hha  Trang,  load  them  on  barges,  move  them  to 
Da  Nang,  and  truck  them  to  the  detachment  sites.  The  problem  encountered 
when  planning  to  execute  this  plan  was  one  of  logistics.  We  discovered 
that  an  elephant  c  jr.:sumes  approximately  150  lbs  of  hay  and  about  1  bushel 
of  vegetables  per  day.  He  also  drinks  about  50  gallons  of  water  each  day. 
Since  we  were  dealing  with  four  elephants  for  a  ten  day  period,  we  would 
have  had  to  procure  approximately  6000  lbs  of  hay,  40  bushels  of  vegetables 
■  and  roughly  2000  gallons  of  fresh  water  and  transpc  t  all  of  this  food  with 
the  animals.  In  view  of  the  above  requirements,  a  dscision  was  made  to 
attempt  to  airlift  the  elephants,  USAF  personnel  assured  us  that  a  C-130 
was  capable  of  hauling  the  elephants  one  at  a  time  if  they  were  immobilized 
on  a  pallet  during  the  flight.  The  veterinarian  was  contacted  and  he  advised 
us  that  normal  tranquilizers  used  on  large  animals  would  not  guarantee 
immobilization  for  more  than  15  to  20  minutes.  To  find  an  adequate  tran¬ 
quilizer,  telephone  calls  were  placed  to  several  large  zoos  in  the  United 
States,  Several  prominent  Vets  recommended  that  we  utilize  a  drug  called 
M-99#  (Entrophone),  manufactured  by  Ricketts  and  Sons,  Hull,  England.  A 
telephone  call  was  placed  to  tliis  company  and  we  were  assured  that  the 


drug  would  be  sent  to  us  if  we  procurred  a  narcotics  Import  liaense  for 
Vietnam.  We  requested  that  a  research  team  from  Walter  Reed,  (WRillR),  util¬ 
ize  their  import  license  and  procure  the  drug  for  us.  Lt  this  time  we  are 
waiting  for  the  drug  to  complete  the  operation.  A.  detailed  report  will  be 
made  in  the  next  quarterlj'  ORLL. 
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